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Scotts Hill Baptist Church

GROWING STRONG IN THE TRUTH // • THE NATURE OF FALSE TEACHERS // • 2 PETER

2:10b-22 •

MAIN POINT

False teachers distort the truth, pursue sinful desires, and lead people away from genuine

freedom in Christ. Believers must remain grounded in God’s Word and grow in discernment.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Who is someone you trusted at one point in your life who later disappointed or

misled you? What made that experience difficult?

Why do you think people are often drawn to persuasive personalities, even when

the message may be unhealthy or untrue?

What are some messages in our culture today that sound appealing on the

surface but ultimately lead people away from God?

False teaching has always been a danger to God’s people. Throughout Scripture, believers

are warned about those who distort truth for personal gain, selfish desires, or influence over

others. In this passage, Peter gives a sobering description of false teachers and reminds

believers to remain anchored in the truth of God’s Word.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular

topic.
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 2 PETER 2:10B-16.

What characteristics of false teachers stand out most in these verses?

Why do you think Peter speaks so strongly and graphically about false teachers?

How does arrogance often reveal itself spiritually?

Peter describes these false teachers as bold, arrogant, lustful, and greedy. Rather than

submitting to God’s authority, they were consumed with their own desires and influence.

Their lives showed no evidence of genuine transformation. Peter compares them to

irrational animals driven only by instinct and fleshly desires.

What dangers come from following emotions or desires rather than truth?

Why is humility so important in the Christian life?

Peter also warns about the reality of spiritual warfare and the danger of approaching

spiritual matters carelessly or arrogantly. Even powerful angels act with humility and

restraint, while false teachers boast confidently about matters they do not understand.

What are some ways greed and selfish ambition can distort spiritual leadership?

How can believers guard themselves against being influenced by unhealthy

spiritual leaders?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 2 PETER 2:17-19.

What illustrations does Peter use to describe false teaching?

Why are “waterless springs” and “mist driven by a storm” powerful images?

What kinds of promises do false teachers often make?

Peter says false teaching has no real substance. Like empty wells or rainless clouds, false

doctrine may appear promising at first, but ultimately leaves people spiritually empty. False

teachers often promise freedom, fulfillment, happiness, or self-discovery, but their teachings

actually lead people into deeper slavery to sin.

What are some examples of “empty promises” our culture offers today?

According to Jesus, where is true freedom actually found?
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Peter reminds believers that freedom is not found in following sinful desires, but in

surrendering to Jesus Christ. Sin always enslaves, but Christ sets people free from both the

penalty and power of sin.

Why is it important for believers to know sound doctrine deeply rather than only

emotionally?

How can a strong understanding of Scripture protect us from deception?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 2 PETER 2:20-22.

What do these verses teach about the nature of false teachers?

Why does Peter use the illustrations of a dog returning to vomit and a pig

returning to mud?

What is the difference between outward religion and genuine transformation?

Peter explains that these false teachers were never truly transformed by the gospel, even

though they were exposed to truth and may have appeared religious externally. Eventually,

their true nature became visible as they returned fully to sin and rebellion against God.

Why can outward morality alone never save someone?

What evidence of genuine spiritual transformation should increasingly mark a

believer’s life?

Peter’s warning reminds believers to examine their lives honestly. Genuine faith produces

ongoing transformation, perseverance, and increasing godliness through the work of the

Holy Spirit.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their

lives.

What influences most shape your thinking and beliefs right now?

How consistent are you in testing what you hear against Scripture?

Are there any areas of your life where you are tempted to believe cultural lies

instead of biblical truth?
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What practical steps can help you grow in spiritual discernment?

Who in your life needs encouragement to stay grounded in God’s truth?

PRAYER

Close in prayer, thanking God for giving us truth through His Word and through Jesus Christ.

Ask God to protect our church from deception and false teaching. Pray for discernment,

humility, spiritual maturity, and a deeper love for sound doctrine. Ask the Lord to help us walk

in genuine freedom through obedience to Christ and dependence on the Holy Spirit.

COMMENTARY

2 PETER 2:10B-16

Peter describes false teachers as arrogant, reckless, lustful, and greedy. Their lives reveal

deep spiritual depravity rather than genuine godliness. Unlike faithful believers who pursue

holiness, these false teachers are driven by selfish desires and personal gain. Peter compares

them to irrational animals controlled by instinct rather than truth. Their arrogance even

extends into spiritual matters they do not understand.

2 PETER 2:17-19

False teaching is ultimately empty and destructive. Peter compares false teachers to

waterless springs and storm-driven mists because they offer promises without substance.

Though they speak confidently about freedom and fulfillment, their teachings actually

enslave people to sin and corruption. True freedom is found only through Jesus Christ and

submission to God’s truth.

2 PETER 2:20-22

Peter explains that false teachers may appear religious outwardly, but they were never truly

transformed inwardly. Their eventual return to sinful living reveals their unchanged nature.

Using the imagery of dogs returning to vomit and pigs returning to mud, Peter emphasizes

that outward behavior modification without genuine spiritual rebirth cannot produce lasting

transformation. Genuine salvation results in perseverance and growing godliness through

the power of the Holy Spirit.


