
5 Day Devotional

Day 1: Seeing Christ in the Vulnerable

Devotional

It is easy to think of faith as something that happens primarily between you and God, tucked away in

quiet moments of prayer and worship. But Jesus challenges that idea in a striking way. He tells us

that when we encounter the hungry, the stranger, the sick, or the imprisoned, we are encountering

Him. Not a symbol of Him. Not a reminder of Him. Him.

This is not a comfortable truth. It means that how we treat the most vulnerable people around us is, in

a very real sense, how we treat our Lord. That raises the stakes considerably.

But here is the encouragement: you are not being asked to save the world. You are being asked to

open your eyes to the person right in front of you. The neighbor who is struggling. The coworker who

is isolated. The family in your community that is barely holding on. Christ is present there, and He is

inviting you to show up.

Reformed theology reminds us that God is sovereign over all things, including the needs of those

around us. He has placed you exactly where you are, not by accident, but with purpose. You are His

instrument of grace in someone else's story today.

Bible Verse

"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious

throne." - Matthew 25:31 (New International Version (NIV))

Reflection Question

If you genuinely believed that serving a vulnerable person today meant serving Christ Himself, how

would that change the way you approached your day?

Quote

"Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me."

Prayer
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Lord, open our eyes to see You in the faces of those who are suffering around us. Give us the courage

and compassion to respond with the same grace You have shown us. Amen.
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Day 2: Grace That Bears Fruit

Devotional

There is a tension that many Christians feel when they read passages about caring for the poor and

the vulnerable. It can sound like the Bible is saying you have to earn your place with God through

good deeds. But that is not what Scripture teaches, and it is worth pausing to get this right.

Paul is crystal clear in Ephesians 2: salvation is a gift. It is received through faith, not achieved

through effort. No amount of good work can place you in right standing before a holy God. That is

grace, and it is the foundation of everything.

But Paul does not stop there. He goes on to say that we are created in Christ Jesus to do good works,

works that God prepared in advance for us to do. Grace is the root. Good works are the fruit. You do

not serve others to earn God's love. You serve others because you already have it.

The sheep in Jesus' parable were not surprised by their reward because they had been keeping a

record of their generosity. They were surprised because caring for others had simply become who

they were. That is what a transformed life looks like. It is not performance. It is overflow.

Bible Verse

"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of

God - not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to

do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do." - Ephesians 2:8-10 (New International

Version (NIV))

Reflection Question

In your own life, does your care for others feel more like an obligation you are trying to fulfill, or a

natural overflow of the grace you have received?

Quote

"For it is by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not from yourselves. It is a gift of

God, not by works, so that no one can boast. But notice the next line. We are God’s workmanship,

created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God has prepared in advance for us to do."

Prayer
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Father, thank You for the gift of salvation that we could never earn. Let that grace so fill us that it

spills out naturally into the lives of those around us. Amen.
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Day 3: The Danger of Doing Nothing

Devotional

We tend to think of sin primarily in terms of the wrong things we do. But Scripture is equally

concerned with the right things we fail to do. The goats in Jesus' parable were not condemned for

cruelty or violence. They were condemned for indifference. They simply did not notice. Or perhaps

they noticed and looked away.

Comfortable indifference is not a neutral position. In the economy of God's kingdom, ignoring the

suffering of others is itself a moral failure. That is a hard word, but it is a loving one, because it calls

us out of passivity and into purpose.

God's concern for the vulnerable runs through the entire Bible. From the Law of Moses to the

Prophets to the teachings of Jesus, the call to seek justice and defend the oppressed is not a

footnote. It is woven into the fabric of what it means to know God. Isaiah puts it plainly: learn to do

right, seek justice, defend the oppressed.

You do not have to solve every problem. But you are called to be faithful with what is right in front of

you. One person. One moment. One act of grace. That is enough to start.

Bible Verse

"Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead the

case of the widow." - Isaiah 1:17 (New International Version (NIV))

Reflection Question

Is there a person or a need in your immediate community that you have been aware of but have

quietly chosen to look past?

Quote

"We don’t read that they did bad stuff, but they ignored those around them, those who needed help.

Genuine faith shows up in a transformed life. It bears fruit."

Prayer

God, forgive us for the times we have chosen comfort over compassion. Stir in us a holy restlessness

that moves us toward those who are suffering. Amen.
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Day 4: A Faith That Cannot Be Edited

Devotional

There is a sobering historical account of a man who took a Bible and a pair of scissors and cut out

every verse that addressed God's concern for the poor, the oppressed, and the marginalized. He did it

as a challenge to the church, wondering if anyone would even notice what was missing. Roughly

2,000 verses were removed.

That image should stop us cold. Not because someone else did it, but because it is possible to live as

though those verses were never there. We can attend church faithfully, hold correct doctrine, and still

quietly edit out the parts of Scripture that are most inconvenient to our comfortable lives.

Reformed theology takes the whole counsel of God seriously. We do not get to choose which parts of

the Bible apply to us. The same God who declares us righteous by grace also commands us to seek

justice, care for the widow, and defend the fatherless. These are not competing ideas. They are two

sides of the same coin.

A faith that has been edited for comfort is not the faith of Scripture. The call today is simple: do not

cut the Bible down to fit your life. Let the Bible expand your life to fit its call.

Bible Verse

"This is what the Lord Almighty said: ‘Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to one

another. Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the foreigner or the poor.'” - Zechariah 7:9-10

(New International Version (NIV))

Reflection Question

Are there parts of Scripture that you have quietly set aside because they challenge your current way

of living?

Quote

"May we not cut our Bibles and remove the verses about justice and the like. Oh, no. May we live it."

Prayer

Lord, give us the courage to read Your Word honestly and the humility to let it change us where we

need to change. May we never edit Your truth to suit our comfort. Amen.
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Day 5: You Are the Story

Devotional

Jesus once asked a question that was not really a question: when the Son of Man returns, will He find

faith on the earth? It is rhetorical, but it lands with weight. What does living faith actually look like in

the world? It looks like people who have been transformed by grace and who carry that grace

outward, toward the hungry, the lonely, the sick, the forgotten.

You are part of that story. Not a spectator. Not a bystander. A participant in the ongoing work of

God's love made visible in the world. That is an extraordinary thing to be.

The needs around us can feel overwhelming. Every five seconds, a child dies from something entirely

preventable. Millions of people live in modern slavery. The scale of suffering is staggering. But God

does not ask you to carry all of it. He asks you to be faithful in your corner of the world, with the

resources, relationships, and opportunities He has placed in your hands.

You were created for this. Not to be a nice person with a comfortable life, but to be a living expression

of Christ's mercy to those who need it most. That is the story you get to be part of. Go live it.

Bible Verse

"However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?" - Luke 18:8 (New International

Version (NIV))

Reflection Question

When you look at your daily life, what evidence would someone else see that your faith is actively

reaching toward the least, the lost, and the marginalized?

Quote

"To be a Christian is not just to be a nice person with a good reputation, enjoy a comfortable life. It’s

practicing that mercy of Christ in what we do, whether it be the poor, the sick, the imprisoned, the

vulnerable."

Prayer

Father, thank You for making us part of Your story. Help us to live with open hands and open eyes,

faithfully serving those You have placed in our path, for Your glory. Amen.
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