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This week in our Bible studies we're focusing on the story of Jesus walking on the waters. You'll remember
the story. Right after the feeding of the 5,000, Jesus sent the disciples ahead to the other side of the Sea
of Galilee while he remained behind for some solitary prayer time.

As they made their way across, a storm rose up that hindered them. They were struggling. Late in the
night, suddenly they saw a figure (Jesus) walking out on the waters. The disciples became panicked and
“terrified.” However, immediately Jesus spoke a word to calm their hearts.

Confused and unsure, Peter challenged, “Lord, if it’s you, tell me to come to you on the water.”

When Peter stepped out of the boat and walked on the water, he experienced a miracle.
What Peter experienced was literally phenomenal. But then something happened. He

took his eyes off of Jesus and when he did, he began to sink. “But when he saw the \
strong wind and the waves, he was terrified and began to sink. “Save me, Lord!” he £ il
shouted.” (Matthew 14:30, NLT) 7l &d

Peter took his eyes off the Lord, put them on the storm, and disrupted the miracle.
That's a spiritual truth for all of us. If at any point we take the focus off of Jesus, we will sink.
Our futures will sink. Our plans will sink. Our ministries will sink. We will sink.

Don't allow the winds and waves of chaos to steal your focus. When Jesus is the center, several things
happen.

#1 Perfect Peace — First, when Jesus remains your focus, your heart is filled with perfect peace. Isaiah
26:3 says: “You [God] will keep in perfect peace all who trust in You, all whose thoughts are fixed on
You!”

#2 True Unity — Second, when Jesus remains your focus, you'll experience true unity with feliow believ-
ers. Focused on the Lord, you won't become distracted by the “winds and waves” of anything in this world
that might cause seek to pull us away from Christ or one another [hmmmm, including politics?]. When we
focus on Jesus, we focus on who unites us — Jesus, rather than on what has the potential to divide us.

1 Corinthians 12:13 says we were “all baptized into one Body by one Spirit, and we all share the same
Spirit.” (1 Cor. 12:13, NLT)

#3 Spiritual Stability — You become firmly established. You won't be moved by whatever opinion or trend
is being floated in front of you. You'll abide faithfully, steadfastly to Jesus' values. Nothing will be able to
shake you. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, “Anyone who listens to My words and follows
them will be like a person who built his house on solid rock. (Matthew 7:24)

#4 Effectiveness — Finally, when Jesus remains your focus, you remain effective. You know, Jesus is still
the answer, and the gospel is still our mission. Sometimes we have the tendency to get off message.
When Jesus remains your focus, He remains your message. When that happens, you remain effective.

[EREE =111 So if the winds and the waves are around, keep your eyes on Jesus. When the storm

“w = passes, you'll look back and say, ‘I stood faithful. | kept my joy, my love, my peace.”

=%~ Keep your eyes on Jesus."

"~

2« Grace and Peace, %%’




*PRAYERS, PRAISES AND NEEDS*

Let Us Pray... %

As an ongoing part of our Nurturing Ministry, we

are asking all members of our church to pray for

six specific families. Each week we will list a different
group of six families as we work our way through our
church roll. The families for this week are:

Zoey Boston, Jody, Michelle & Spencer Brackett,
Brooke Carswell, Tara, Cody, Hayden & Harper Brackett,
Paul Brantner, Andy, Wende, Kaela & Colt Briggs.

IN/OUT OF HOSPITAL

None

GREETERS NEEDED

We are in need of Greeters for the 8:45am service
and the 11:00am service on the following dates:

August 18
August 25
Sept. 1
Sept. 8
Sept. 15
Sept. 22
Sept. 29

Harold Thornburg (828) 464-6826 or (828) 315-1953

Special Notice

We are excited to announce that a professional
videographer will be capturing video footage during
several upcoming events and activities to create new
videos for our church. These videos will be used for
outreach and to enhance our worship services. Please
be aware of the following dates and times when
filming will take place:

eMonday, August 5th — Outreach Ministry at Ashure
Ministries (245 East N Street, Newton)

eTuesday, August 6th - Group Bible Study

eSunday, August 18th - 8:45AM & 11:00AM
Worship Services and Sunday School

We appreciate your understanding and support as we
work to create these valuable outreach assets for our
church family.

If you have any concerns or questions, please contact
Beth Woods or Lindsay Keisler (828-446-3729).

Thank you for helping me make
this a success!

Lindsay Keisler

MEMORIALS
Sound System Fund

In memory of Mary Rudisill by:
Susan Riverbark & Carolyn Wilson
Amanda Moose
Carol & David Bostian
Donna & Timothy Hollar
Cliff & Debbie Wike
Bruce & Michelle Cloninger
Gary & Donna Bigelow
Kevin, Jennifer, Olivia & Sophie Inman,
Chris, Tyler & Kebony
(Custom Changes)

Flower Fund

In memory of Mary Rudisill by:
Nancy Clarke
Music Fund

In memory of Mary Rudisill by:

Buck & Anne Calloway
Linda Birchfield

Prayer Walk Fund

In memory of Mary Rudisill by:
Ralph & Patricia Hatch

TRUSTEES MEETING

SUNDAY
AUGUST 4
3:00pm

The meeting will be held in the
Crossroads Classroom
In the CFLC.




ASHURE NEWS

Monday, August 5, is FMCC's designated day for
volunteering at Ashure Ministry. Thanks for your
overwhelming support of this ministry!

The Ashure Ministry food request for August is
canned food. All canned food is useful and
appreciated, but cans with pop top lids are important
for our homeless clients. These may be placed in the
red bins in the hallway between the CFLC and Beth’s
office along with grocery bags.

e Ashure

@ PASTOR’S QUIZ

Because he had been raised from the dead, Lazarus
was

a. assured of a long life

b. in imminent danger of being put to death
c. liable to contract diseases

d. uncertain of his friends

(The correct answer is on the back of the newsletter.)

ASHURE'S VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

We are recognizing Sylvia Hansmann as our Jul
Volunteer. She has been one of our most fai‘rhf{ll
volunteers over the past several years. She
started coming here a few years ago after it was
suggested that she give volunteering at Ashure
Ministry a try by a member of her church, First
Methodist Church of Conover. Originally Sylvia
worked with us in the food ﬁan'rry. However, one
day she went over to help the folks working with
the thrift store donations. There were many
donations coming in that day and Sylvia saw the
need for extra help. She greatly enjoyed helping

in this area as well as the people she worked
alongside. She's been working with the thrift store
ever sincel

What Sylvia likes most about coming to Ashure
Ministry is the feeling that she is giving back
through her efforts. She has known, at times in
her life, what it is to live without and to be in need.
She feels that God has blessed her, and she wants
to pass those blessings along to those in our area
who are less fortunate. She says coming to Ashure
Ministry makes her feel complete. She sees the
need first hand and she really appreciates the
opportunity to serve at an organization where
prople are focused on working together to meet
those needs. Sylvia has been an amazing addition to
our Ashure Ministry family. Thank you Sylvia, for
everything you do for the ministry and the
community we servel

STEWARDSHIP REPORT
By Our Presence July 28, 2024

Sunday School:
123

Worship:
8:45am Service 114
11:00am Service 136

Total 250
God’s Tithe & Our Gifts

General Fund $ 15,807.00

(Needed weekly for budget: $12,804)
Children’s Bank 35.00
Flower Fund 25.00
Music Fund 90.00
Prayer Walk Fund 100.00
Sound System Fund 695.00
VBS Mission Project 600.00
Total $ 17,352.00

HARVEST FESTIVAL FOR JESUS
PLANNING STARTING SOON!

Our annual Harvest Festival for Jesus will be held
in late October. We will open our grounds to the
community for a day of fun, prizes, and sharing of
our faith. Like we did last year, we will be giving
away Bibles and Bible story books. We will also
have games, food, and music! An event of this
magnitude needs a lot of workers, and we will
have a place for YOU!

To get started with planning and preparation, we
will have a meeting at 2:00 on Sunday August 11
in the Conference Room. Please join us if you
are able to help us plan. Thank you!

Beth Woods (email: woods777@aol.com or call/
text with questions: (336) 480-4551.)
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2024 FLOWER CHART

The new 2024 Flower Chart has been posted in

the hallway outside the church office.

If you would like to sign up to place flowers in

the Sanctuary one Sunday in honor of or in
memory of someone, please call the church

office at (828) 464-4635 to schedule a date.

Please do not write your name on the Flower
Chart but call the church office.

A slide will be shown at both services on the
Sunday that you choose with the information
given by you.

The following florists have a key so that they

can deliver the flowers on a Saturday:
Twigs & Twine - Conover
Newton-Conover Florist - Newton

Blooms Greenhouse - Conover

Answer to this week's Pastor's Quiz:

b. in imminent danger of being put to death
(John 12:9-11)
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MORE NEWS TO USE

School Supplies and Backpack Program

School will be starting in a few weeks and we want to help where we can to assist children
that may not have the funds to purchase school supplies. The Corner Table handles the
Backpack Program. They are collecting food items to be sent home with children who need
food over the weekend. Please look at the lists of items below and bring them July 21 —
August 25. Containers will be located in the narthex and the commons area near the
church offices. Thank you for loving and caring for the children of our community.

Missions and Outreach Committee

School Supplies: Some of the most requested items:

Backpacks/book bags (no wheels), 24 count boxes of crayons, 24 count boxes of colored
pencils (Crayola products are the best.), composition notebooks, paper, glue sticks,
pencils, scissors ( K- 5" sizes), headphones ( Some brands can be found at Walmart for
around $10.00.) NO ear buds, pencil top erasers, pencil boxes, pencil pouches with clear
fronts

Backpack Program:

Kid-Friendly Individual Snack Items: Granola Bars, Peanut Butter Crackers, Pea-
nuts, Popcorn, Goldfish, Fruit Snacks, Cheez-Its.

Breakfast Items: Cereal Bars, Oatmeal Packets, Cereal Cups, Muffin Mix Packets

What's in
Your
Backpack?




Annual Prayer Walk Volunteer Luncheon

We had so much fun at last year’s Prayer Walk Volunteer Luncheon (about 30 of us) that
we've decided to do it again! So, anyone who had any part in putting on the Journey to
Jerusalem Prayer Walk, no matter how small or extensive-- from filling bags with black
rocks to working as a character every night--is invited to come. Bring your other half, a best
friend, the family or just yourself. It is a fantastic time of fellowship!

When? Sunday August 18" - 1:30 PM, gives us late service folks a chance to get there
What to bring? Bring your favorite covered dish (meats, vegetables, casseroles, deserts,
etc). You all know, we all love to eat. A folding lawn chair too!

Where? Tent No 94 at Ball Creek Camp Meeting. Tent backs up to Buffalo Shoals Road. |
will have a chair with blue balloons behind the tent. Pull in to unload, then park across the
road. (If there is a mobility issue - no concem - pull in and we will unload and then take your
car and park it for you.)

What do we do? Of course, we have our luncheon and sit around and talk...good old
fashion gathering. Then anyone who wants to will walk around the circle and see folks that
you did not realize had a tent sitting on their front porches swinging and relaxing the
afternoon away. If the shack is open, we can stop by and get a scoop ortwo or ...... of
Deluxe Ice Cream. It is August and we are outside, so dress accordingly.

Without all of YOU, this ministry would never come to fruition. | am so blessed to have all of
you. As always GOD knew what he was doing.

Side note......Anyone and that is anyone that would like to join us is welcome to come.

LOVE YOU GUYS!! GOD is good all the time..........
Anthony Price. 828-228-6467 text if you have any questions

More information about Balls Creek Camp Meeting

In the sweltering heat of late summer, hundreds of families and groups of friends gather in
the shade of an arbor and the front porches of wooden plank “tents,” to enjoy a respite from
the distractions of our world. Balls Creek Camp Meeting began as a Methodist gathering
over 170-years ago. Itis a temporary village of over 300 “tents” filled with old and new
friends; Christians gathering for fellowship and faith-building services for two weeks in
August. This year's camp meeting runs from Aug 11 -25. Evening worship services are held
each night at 7:30; senior adults’ luncheon on Aug 21, morning services on Aug 18 & 25.

Our church has a good representation among the tent-dwellers, but the services are open to
all! If you are interested in attending, see the schedule posted outside Beth Woods' office or
check out: https://www.ballscreekcampground.org/Schedule.

Special note to YOUTH!

There are two Youth Rallies during camp meeting... Aug 14 & Aug 21 at 7:30. I'll contact you
soon to see if you'd like to attend one or both of these. We can go as a group! (Beth)



Don’t forget... the mess continues

AUG 3
10:30 AM-12:30

We will celebrate how Jesus cleans up our sinful mess with a day of
cleaner messy fun (water play!) Wear clothes that can get wet or a
bathing suit with t-shirt over it. Bring a towel (and dry clothes if you
wish!)

We will end our celebration with funch from 12-12:30.

First Methodist Church (outside) We’'ll move indoors with less water in
the case of stormy weather.

CHURCH FELLOWSHIP DINNER
(& GAMES!)

August 10" < 5:00pm

Join us for our next Fellowship Dinner and Game Night. This will be a covered-dish meal, so
be sure to bring something to share. We'll have time to enjoy being together and maybe a
game or two to put some smiles on our faces and joy in our hearts.

Call and invite someone and tell them you’d like to sit with them at the dinner.

We have a place for youl!

Every Sunday morning from 10:00 — about 10:45, Sunday School classes meet all over our campus. We have
adult classes that work directly through scripture and adult classes that use a lesson book or video series. We
have classes for children and teens from nursery age through high school.

In a few weeks, we will be kicking off a “new” year for our children and teens classes with a switch to AWANA
curriculum. Your Sunday School leadership team is excited about the possibilities for expansion with this
curricutum!

If you are not already in a class, check out the descriptions on our website: www.fmcconover.org and pick one
to visit next Sunday! You’ll find an enthusiastic welcome and a new family waiting for you!



What a fun,
OLYMPIC-SIZED “R'E_’Xﬁgnus 202\
afternoon we had!! OQy

We had so much fun with 15 athletes and 14 adult helpers (referees, coaches,
chef/servers, cheerleaders, set-up and clean-up)! The athletes voted Gagaball as the
favorite activity, closely followed by hamburgers and ice cream! If you’ve never played or
even heard of Gagaball, watch for another chance to experience it... we will repeat that! (it
was so exciting, | unfortunately didn’t get any pictures! You’ll just have to come see it for
yourself next time!)

Special thanks to Ralph and Patricia Hatch for dinner and desserts!




Wd zz:Z beoe/ee/L 1 shep uigoy
diysiop pes| wey |
(wooy 110yd) sabe
2o1oead Jjoy) wdy Jie/jooyds Aepuns weQ|
(sse|> spjgyued) (wooy meys 1afelq) (wooy |meys 1afeld) (faenpues)
soujwoq wdpg:9 1004 1 pueH - wdpg:g 1004 1@ pueH wd} diysiom o) Westigo
LE 0t 6¢ 8¢ LZ 9¢ S¢
(wooy |meys J1afeiy) adnoesd noy) wdy diysiom "pes) wey|
1004 18 pueH - wdpg:9 1004 1§ pueH wd) sabe
{wooy YyinoA/D14D) du] Si3wnpoon-uegn lIe/{ooyds Aepuns weqQ|
(ssep spique) Ansiu ‘pIo Ansiun 'pio (Ksempues)
souiwoq wdpg:9 pJeog wdg-wego:60 pseog wdg-wepQ:60 diysiop 30D wesy:go
e 134 [44 (4 0¢ 6l 8l
3ondeud oY) wdy 1524 1saniey wdpo:z
(wooy |meys Jakeid) {wooy |meys Jakeld) uolunay asaay wdy-z|
(wdz-p uayduy 1004 18 pueH - wdpg:g 1004 1@ pueH wd| diysiom ‘pei) wey |
18 J714D) alqe (ssep2 spiquyued) (O14D) uaiy (sse|D >ue|d) 32D I1e/100y2s Aepung wieg|
sJdoqybiaN wdog:9-0€:S soujwoq wdpg:9 1sipoyisy widg-0g:9 sJ8yis3 usanp - NdL diysiom 0D Wesy:go
Ll 91 Sl 14" el Zl LL
9o1ead Jioy) wdy Bunasn se81sn1y wdg
{wooy meys J1akeld) (wooy |meys Jakesd) (bunasy dwed) diysiopp “pes] wey |
1004 g pueH - wdQg:9 1004 1@ pueH wd) Hoy) - 7 uep wdpg:g Jle/|ooyas Aepuns weQ|
{14/4142) WBIN (ssep spiquued) (speasssolD) siouned (014D} alnysy (frenpues)
aweo/yan7 104 wdg soufwoq wdpg:9 ‘wwo? "uo) wdpo:9 Apmis ayqig-wepg:oL (014D) Apris s|qig-wdy 12 AeQ "JoA-weg diysiopm o) wesygo
oL 6 8 L 9 S 14
(D14D) uoneigae) (ssep2 splqyuey) (wooy meys Jakeld)
S8A wdogig|-wepe:oL souiwiog wdog:9 1004 ;g pueH - wdpg:g
€ 4 L bny L€ 0€ 6¢ ge Inf
AVAUNLYS AVAld4 AVASYNHL AVASINGIM AVAs3anL AVANOW AVANNS
0 62 lE 0 62 8 2 92 2
82 2 92 S vz € @@ ve €& & 1z 0C 6L 8l
e 0z 6L 8L L 9L Sl 9L SLovL gL el L
A I
€ 14 YL M NPL ON NS e 4yl 3 Nl oW n§ .vNcN Hm = m=<
yz0z Joquisidas #202 1snbny




113

144

LT

01

€
Aepinmjes

20T Isnbny

uowlbI§ ||amod

I€

Aneag uoQg
1 44

isipny esr
siAeq Jajuny

LT

31quial). NeAm
puepiiew 1Aay)
uoxiqg ewy

ot

€
epanjes

20z Isnbny

0€

€T

97

Aepry

Na%20Yy =0(YD
unpur axiW
Apueg ueIp

. 0€
JUNoA alsa Aep
10SPUIp SuAepp
uosuqoy 231ad
uosIapuy aey)
1 X4

youngd essiippl
Jouuo) Wiy

9T
u0SI933d BUSIHAN
12qneq ejepw

6

13buuo) 3jUdIK

[4
Aepuy

6¢C

[44

ST

8
wooneg Apues pue Auueq

T
Aepsinyl

SiAeQ@ a)jaueaf pue wir
Apueg UBIAIA pue sajey)

8C

lieg uAjole) pue sawer
X4

14"

epsaupam

1vjded epury pue sy
LT

114

€T

Aepsan)

Buippam = 133114 {(paAowal 3daoxa 3UOAISAR) = OUM

SoIIBSIOAIUUY BUIPP3M
19A0UOD) JO 2ANYD) ISIPOYIBIA 11

oluld ealep
U0SI3)3d BuoMjuy
1abry aseuy)
wooneg AajiH

6c

s1a60y ueyjRUOC
321108 ualey
seqeuseq Wel(jim
swepy Asablepy

(44

uosuyor wepy

ST

BN NIV
uOS.JapUaH uel||

8
uowwbig uebapy
uowbis uaine

N0y eJpuesser)

T
epsinyl

HUBQUBYJIMS U35
9500(y Auuyor
995S5aUUsH HaY
siaquey) uoaaq

8¢C

juol 3ibuy
pooH a4en
UOSISPUIY uel

TC

ueoung Ajiig
T

amoy Auoj
eueylied) uad|y
Aneag ueplor

L

epsoupom

paille ARCislecq]
02315 Apuy
uesung eyng

Le

Apueg saiey)

0c
SPOOM 1ed
saung eseqleg

€T

URLLION BLIODIA
YU uaiger
9

epsony

Aepyrig = 1314 (panowsa. 1dadxa auoAIaAl) = OUM

JBAOUOD JO UDINYYD ISIPOYIDN 15114

sAepyyig

9¢

6T
suIeH amoqd pue uoy

Aljeag ealipuy pue uoqg
[45

epuon

195701 ewwy

9¢

10Uu0) siAesL

6T
) v
uo3s0g SUYD

(4%

P BHeRW
S

Kepuow

T4

8T

1T

uosdwoy }

20JYD) pue malpuy
[eaq@ ey pue yew

14

epuns

we €0:11
veoz/ve/L

T4

uosiel AsupAs

‘8T
Banquaoy wog
eddoy) qog

T

sAey UIQOY
L4

Aepung

we zo:11
veoe/velL



