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You've heard it many times: “Life is what you make it.” Or as | heard someone else say: “You
can’t change the cards life has dealt you, but you can determine the way you play them.”

That's the philosophy Wendy Stoeker decided to live by. When she was a freshman at the
University of Florida, she placed third in the women’s state diving championship. At that point,
she was swimming in the #2 spot on the highly competitive Florida swim team, all while carrying
a full academic load. She was also on the bowling team and participated in the student
government on campus.

Wendy Stoeker certainly sounds like an accomplished, happy, well-balanced woman, capable of
making life whatever she wishes it to be, doesn’t she?

Well, you're right when you say that's what she was and is. The fact is, she already has made life
what she wants it to be, even though she was born without arms! Despite having no arms, she
enjoys bowling and water-skiing, and she types 45 words a minute!

What is it that causes a person to possess such determination,
such courage, such an indomitable spirit? | would say that the
common denominator in people like Wendy is her attitude.
Wendy doesn’t look down on what she doesn’t have. Instead,
she looks up to what she actually does have. The reality is that
if all of us used what we do have and not worry about what we
don’t have, we would be able to accomplish abundantly more
in our lives.

The message | want us to hear on this week before Thanksgiving is simply this: Follow the
example of Wendy Stoeker. Don't let a situation limit you from accomplishing great things for the
Lord. Think positively about what the Lord wants in your life. Determine to use what you have,
regardless of the obstacles and difficulties you might face.

In this season when we're reminded to be thankful, | thought this was an inspiring story that makes
me even more grateful for my own life, and gives even more weight to what Paul wrote to the Phi-
lippians: “Rejoice in the Lord always, and again | will say, rejoice.”

Happy Thanksgiving! %ffdf‘ ﬂéﬂr




*PRAYERS, PRAISES AND NEEDS*

Let Ug Pray...

As an ongoing part of our Nurturing Ministry, we
are asking all members of our church to pray for

six specific families. Each week we will list a different
group of six families as we work our way through our
church roll. The families for this week are:

Jeannie Houston, Patricia Howard,
Randy & Diane Howard, Tina & Sam Hudson,
Bill & Anita Huffman, Charles & Cindy Huffman.

IN/OUT OF HOSPITAL

None

THANK YOU

Charlie Herman'’s study abroad semester in South
Korea will be ending soon. The last day to send mail
to Charlie is Wednesday 11/27/24. Anything mailed
after that date may not reach him before he moves
out of the residence hall. Thank you for the cards,
letters, and prayers for Charlie during his time at
Korea University. He is very grateful for all of them
and so are we!

Gary and Jennifer Herman

ASHURE NEWS

The Ashure Ministry food request for November is
flour, cornmeal & sugar. All canned food is useful
and appreciated, but cans with pop top lids are
important for our homeless clients. These may be
placed in the red bins in the hallway between the
CFLC and Beth’s office along with grocery bags.

Ae_Ashure

MEMORIALS

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund

in memory of Brent Rudisill by:
Steve & Brenda Heafner

Sound System Audio/Visual Fund

In memory of Brent Rudisill by:
Tony & Margaret Garrison

Youth Fund

In memory of Brent Rudisill by:
Anne G. Jones
Fran Zimmerman

Greeters for
November 24, 2024:

8:45am - Christine Osborne, Carlee Rathbone

11:00am - Sue Dwiggins, Jackie Lowdermilk

Anyone who wishes to be a greeter, call
Harold Thornburg at (828) 312-1953 - cell;
or home number (828) 464-6826.

DONATE FAMILY ORNAMENTS
FOR THE CFLC FAMILY TREE

Through the years, we have collected various
Christmas ornaments by families for the family
tree in the Connor Family Life Center. If you
and your family would like to place an ornament
on the family tree in the CFLC, please put your
name on the back of the ornament and place in
the clear tub in the Narthex. The final day to
receive Family ornaments will be November
27th. If you have ornaments after this date,
please feel free to add them to the CFLC tree.

All those who would like to help decorate the
Chrismon Tree in the Sanctuary and the Family
Tree in the CFLC may help do so on
Wednesday, November 27th at 9:00am.

Michelle Sierzenga




ELI, THE CHRISTMAS DONKEY
A family Advent Celebration
SUNDAY, DEC. 1-5-7PM

Families with children of all ages are invited
to join us for a fun evening of stories, crafts,
games, and dinner. You will go home with a
plan for meaningful family experiences to
share the rest of Advent.

We will also be packing Blessing Bags for
children and teens who were affected by
Hurricane Helene. This will be a chance for
us to minister to those families and to be
blessed ourselves in the process!

And you DEFINITELY don’t
want to miss the
opportunity to meet
Eli, the Donkey!
(Photo opportunity!)

As always, | need help to make this event
run smoothly! We'll be setting up for the
event at 3:00 on Dec 1. Please let me

know if you are willing and available to help.
Beth (336) 480-4551 or woods777 @aol.com

i Eli,

The Christmas Donkey

GAMES . CRAFTS . DINNER

A family Advent Celebration
N

First Methodist Church
Conover

@ PASTOR’S QUIZ

As an example of faith, Hebrews recalls the actions
of

a. Adam
b. Eve
¢. Cain
d. Abel

(The correct answer is on the back of the newsletter.)

STEWARDSHIP REPORT
By Our Presence November 17, 2024

Sunday School:
98

Worship:
8:45am Service 140
11:00am Service 171
Total 311

God’s Tithe & Our Gifts

General Fund $ 40,335.00
(Needed weekly for budget: $12,804)

Ashure Ministries 50.00
Children's Bank 87.00
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 25.00
Sound System Fund 5,882.04
Youth Fund 50.00
Total $ 46,429.04

HERE WE GO A CAROLING!!!

Make plans to join us as we go Christmas caroling
to our homebound and shut-in members.

Our first group will be on Wednesday, December
18 at 5:00pm. Another group will go on Thursday,
December 19 at 1:30pm. Bags of goodies will be
delivered as well.

Plans for a third group will be announced soon!
Please plan to join us for this special time
together.
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SPREADING CHRISTMAS CHEER

Thank you for remembering our homebound and
nursing home members this Thanksgiving. You
still have a week to send some happy mail to
each one. After Thanksgiving there will be
several opportunities to spread some Christmas
cheer to these special friends.

Several groups will be delivering special gifts on
December 3rd. We would love for you to join a
group at 1:30 in the Connor Family Life Center.
Each group will visit one or two of our
homebound and nursing home residents and
then return to the church.

Bags will be placed in the Commons Area for
each of our homebound and nursing home
residents this week. We will have several weeks
to fill the bags with cards, notes, or sweet tokens
of love and cheer so that the bags can be
delivered before Christmas.

The deadline is December 15th.

Bags will be delivered on several occasions when

we go out Christmas caroling. One group will be
singing and spreading joy on December 18th
at 5:00pm, and another will go on

December 19th at 1:30pm. Plans for a third

group will be announced soon. Please plan to join

us for this special time together.

Thank you so much for your kindness to these
special church members who can’t be with us
in person.

Answer to this week's Pastor's Quiz:

d. Abel
(Hebrews 11:4)

CHURCH STAFF

Pastor

Office Administrator /
Financial Secretary

Coordinator of Lay Ministries

Music Director/Choir

Music Director/Praise Team/
Pianist

Organist

Preschool Director

Lead Nursery Worker
Custodian

Church Office
Website:

Rev. John Woods
pastor@fmcconover.org
(828) 464-4635

(336) 480-4550 - cell
208 2nd St NE, Conover

Robin Mays
office@fmcconover.org

Beth Woods
woods777@aol.com
(336) 480-4551 - cell

Jon Rogers
jsrogers99@gmail.com
(828) 244-7019

Shannon Rogers
srog101@gmail.com
(828) 2446124

Kevin Haney
khaney01@gmail.com
(704) 914-6510

Julie Robinson

(828) 466-3158
preschool@fmcconover.org
Pilar Tobar

Luisa Toro Bryan
(828) 464-4635

www.fmcconover.org
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STILL MORE NEWS TO USE

Dperation

BLESSING BAGS

Give the gift of Christmas to a child in Western NC
Fill a OGaflon plastic zipper bag full of small items for kids of all agos!

Turn in bags by: December 1st
First Methodist Church in Conover

Suggosted items:

Small coloring books
Crayons

Poncils/Pons

Notepads

Small stuffed animals
Candy

Capri Sun drinks

Small individual bags of snacks
Crackers

Toothbrush
Toothpaste

Socks

Gift cards for older kids

Pick o Qirl or Boy - Label bag
Pick an Ago category:
2-5

6-10
1-14
15-18

Bags will bo delivered on Dec Sthto
Burnsville, Swannanoa, and other
hord to reach sross in Westoen NC

For more information:
Contact Both Woods

Another Outreach
Opportunity

Here's an opportunity to be in ministry to a
child affected by Hurricane Helene. Several
churches in Conover are working together to
put together Blessing Bags for these children.

If you would like to participate, you can put
together one or more bags or simply donate
items to be put in bags. (see flyer to the left
for ideas!) A collection bin is in the Commons
Area outside Beth's office.

We will be assembling bags from the donations
at the Family Advent Celebration on
December 1.

!_g;f

Sun, Nov 24, 5:00-7:00 Movie night at church
with dinner — youth room

Advent Celebration — CFLC, includes dinner

Sun, Dec 8, 5:00-7:00 No youth — churchwide
movie outing

Sun, Dec 15, 5:00-7:00 Christmas party —
details coming later

/&l,: Sun, Dec 1, 3:00-7:00 Help with Family
S
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We are pleased to sponsor the children from Conover School for our Angel Tree again this year. The
Conover School is a separate public school for children of various ages that have disabilities. Each

child has specific needs, so we try to give exact information for the items that will accommodate
each child.

The Angel Tree will be setup in the area outside of Beth’s office. The tree will be up by Sunday,
November 24. If you are able to attend the services, you can select a name from the tree. Please
write your name on the sign-up sheet along with your phone number.

Gifts will be due back by the end of the 11:00 church service on Sunday, December 8.

I realize that it may not be convenient to select a name from the tree or shop for an angel. I have
setup an email address angelsfmcc@yahoo.com so you can communicate with me directly if you
want to participate in the Angel Tree ministry this season. I will be happy to select an angel for you
from the tree and/or do the shopping for you. If you are interested in this option, please email me
now at the address above. Just let me know what you wish to do. If you want me to do the shopping,
please let me know how much you want to contribute in the email you send to me. You can pay me
via cash, check, or Venmo.

We appreciate your help with this and we know that these children will be blessed with your
kindness! Should you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 828-320-9904. Thank
you so much!

Dana Little



HEY, MORE NEWS TO USE

Church-wide
Movie Outing

Sunday, December 8

Showing time TBA, but we’ll aim for the
early evening show.

Join us for a fun afternoon of laughter and
celebrating the meaning of the Christmas
Season with an outing to the movie, The
Best Christmas Pageant Ever. |t is
showing at the AMC theater in Hickory
(2000 Catawba Valley Blvd SE, Hickory).

We will meet at the theater. Everyone will
purchase their own tickets (in advance, if

' possible). Watch for announcements
BEST CHRISTMAS closer to the date regarding showtime.
PAGEANY EVER

Mark your calendars!

Fellowship meal with a special
Christmas presentation from our
children and youth!

Saturday, Dec 14 at 5:00pm
in the Connor Family Life Center

We will enjoy fellowship over a meal (chicken pie and winter squash - please bring desserts),
and after dinner you will be treated to a special Christmas presentation from our children and
youth. It will be a “don’t miss!” kind of night!




EVEN MORE NEWS TO USE

Our New Church Directory is Getting Close!

We are nearing our goal! | (Beth) hope to have all pictures
and information uploaded into the new directory program by
the end of November, so please make sure you've given me
your information as soon as possible!

| am also willing to take pictures any time | am at church
(Just stop by or call to make sure I'm in... 336-480-4551.)

Contact me if you need a form (or follow the link on our
website: www.fmcconover.org.)

Hoops needs your help!

HOOPS FOR CHRIST

YOUTH BASKETBALL LEAGUE

Would Kou be willing to share a 3-5 minute devotional or encouraging word with the spectators
during half time for each game (4 games per Saturday)?

Or would you be willing to prepare coffee and provide snacks for the spectators during the
games? Costs can be reimbursed.

Games will be on Saturdays: December 14 & 21;
January 11, 18, and 25; and February 1.

Mark your calendars and plan to come cheer for these players at a few of their games! It's the
best free fun you can find on a Saturday morning!

Please let me know if you are willing to help. Beth (336) 480-4551 or woods777@aol.com
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DON’T FORGET ouR MEMBERS IN NURSING FACILITIES AND OUR HOMEBOUND

Rev. Dixon Adams - TerraBella Newton (Room B7)
1088 Radio Station Road, Newton, NC 28658

Dottie Aycock-Harris - Terra Bella Newton (Room A5&6)
1088 Radio Station Road, Newton, NC 28658
(704) 460-4919 - Ron’s celi phone
noghost@bellsouth.net - email address

Qur Nusin,
el [ lome Minislry

James Davis - Abernethy Laurels (Memory Care Center)
Mail to: Jeanette Davis
210 Leonard Avenue, Newton, NC 28658

Nell Johnson - Kingston Residence
904 2nd Street NE, Apt. 109, Hickory, NC 28601
(828) 328-9962 - landline (828) 228-7396 - cell

Margaret Kilpatrick - Abernethy Laurels (Memory Care) (Room 2010)
102 Leonard Avenue, Newton, NC 28658

Robert Matthews - Heritage Care (Room 16)
3430 Lester Street, Conover, NC 28613

Rick Parker - Catawba Valley Living at Rock Barn (Room 107)
4174 Shook Road, Conover, NC 28613
(828) 381-4988 - Rick's cell (828) 381-7328 - Linda's cell

Mary Ann Simpson - Kingston Residence (Room 214)
904 2nd Street NE, Apt. 109, Hickory, NC 28601

Sybil Windsor - TerraBella Newton (Room C13)
1088 Radio Station Road, Newton, NC 28658

& ,
Lee Moritz, Sr. - 103 County Home Road, Conover, NC 28613
(/V\'QD (828) 464-3383
Dolores Setzer - PO Box 1237, Conover, NC 28613

Outreach

If you know of any members that should be added to our list, please contact the church office at
(828) 464-4635.




=
EEEIE

Y24INYD 1SIPOYIDN 1S4l Ly

MLO.Lm>OCOUUEu—.\S\S\S

TGGY-081-9£€ SPOOM Ulad
— 0GS1-081-9€€ -Uuyor J01sed
810°19A0U022UWI @310

GEOY-¥91-8¢8 90O

ALINNNWGD LEDSH LEe TYE0TE ¥ .

8¢

a|gel sJogqysiaN O€:§

sawen sdooH -8

L
jBuiuana uny
B 10J SN UIOf "MOYS
SewIsuUyD pue sauulp
diysmonad 00'g

sawen sdooH 1-8

7l

0740 2T-0T 1saN

jeg

Funmog o1wsoD YyinoA paso)d adllo
wd 0€:TT-0€:8
saoulwog 0€:9
LC 9c

saoulwod 0g:9 1004 '8 pueH 0€:9

Jauuig
ua 1SIPOYISN OE:9

spiy
104 1yBiu alInOW/IN0
1Ysiu saualed 8-0€y

wesgold
Jooyosald 00:0T
0c ol
saoulwoq 0£:9 1004 ' PUBH O€£'9
sJaulled
‘WWoD J8A0U0D 009
¢l Al

saoulwog 0g:9

6~ POAISSAI DT4D

O
To]

nuy,

14

8L

1004 B pueH 0¢9

‘sai1juniioddo asay) Jo Aue Uo Ojul 310W J0J SDL40 UDUNYD 3yl 18D«
‘paau Ul sUoAUe 10) [eaw Alyluow e s| 3)ge] S JoqusIeN

‘awW3Aep ay3 Surinp 9344 S| oym auoAue U0 S83l138U 104 S| SI8WIIPo0D
‘wesdosd Ajyauow e yum dnoid s,usiom e si 1ayis3d uaand

iAe1d swWoD 01 3W0)aMm a1e Jje ‘awes pJed e S| 1004 R pueH

‘sage ||e J04 SasSe]D J00YdS ABpUNS aAeY SM

2
Pas0)D 32140 ERIIVER
isewsuyd Alei aA3 SewisyYd 00:9
e ERILVEN

aA3 SBWISLIYD 00

..D
Ve
ao110ead 210y Q0L
aooeid
sdooH 0£:8-0€'G
1004 ® pueH 00T
i

Apmis a1q1g
ussoyd ayL 00:L

ao110e1d Jjoyd 00:L
aonoeld

sdooH 0£:8-0¢'G
1004 3 pueH 00T
J1ayisg usand 00T

Apnis ajqig
ussoyo ayL 0e:0T

Ol
@2130e.d JjoyD 00:L Apms ajqig
uasoyo ay1 00:L
1004 3 pueH 00T
sul-1nys

Apnis 21919
uasoyd ayL 00T

01 S}ISIA Weal0e:T
meys 1aAeld 00T

<
MY

PN\ onj,

0)%

gc

ol

Ansiuin
alnysy 1e Aep
1331un)oA 006

uo

Z
@)
—
m
()

:sl—"fr"‘" e

oy

Buizeaw Y1noA oN

diysiom 00T mrr
100425°S 00:0T
diysiom S8

oc

Busaw YynoA oN

diysiom 00:TT
10049S°S 00:0T
diysiom 6’8

e

Suneaw YInoa £-g

elelued 001t
100YdS’S 0001
elelued 68

gl
(1ang
UDa8pd SoWISLIYD
1sag) 8unno
alAowW apimyaanyd
vg.L Wil

diysiom 00T
100425°S 00:0T
diysiom sv'g

8
uoneiqs)an
1UBARY UBIPIYD
Yum saijied 00:§

diysiom 0OTT

100Y2S°S 00:0T
diysiom g

ung

1
My
s )

roe
@
£,
m
&
@
-

NS Q8 T



31N PPOL pue Jjluuaf

Hemals
£12303Y pue wepy

1900y Ayiey pue ueq

133 0€ 6¢C
Jjuequayms
Apanag pue auag)
[BUISIUSH Wiy pue amods 12)01S Asyag pue ung anbiA essue pue uopueig
8¢ LT 9C S¢ vZ Y4 [44
s1960y uouueys pue uop ]
[048D) pUe USLIBM 3IPP3 | 2S00} 3sIuaqg pue Auuyor
Binquioy) wiy pue yar | UOSLLBS BpUB|y PUB UdRZ | uowbiS BIUIBAIA puB |l3Mod
12 0z 6T | 8T LT | 9T ST
13)ISIY 01BD) pue apApD |
148 €T [4 IT (113 6 8
. eunt-ebng
pagy Wiy pue uels BasPY) pPUB URWIDH
uojjiweH [gyoey pue ey Yound essto|y pue ppol wniq Aajysy pue qoder ueuwqjld unsAud pue 3IN
B L] 9 s B 14 £ r4 T
hm_u.:._umm Aepui4 AepsanylL Aepsoupsam Aepson]L >m_u:@_)_ Aepuns
Buippam = 193114 {(panowal 1dadxe auoAIana) = oym
sal1esi1aAIulYy Buippam wd zb:€0
YZ0¢ 1°quuadaQ 49A0UOD) JO Y3Inyd ISIPOYIBN 35414 tz0z/81/11
J3ouads eyjuewes
' ebuaziais qoder
||\ d3)luusf 10uuo?) AlloH uowbis ewibup
UOoIYSED) |3BUDIN llams.e)) ayoo.4g 13||In Aen
TE (11 6¢
1¥|eM apBUUY uosiem epualg 103S 1ing
e Awwng ulyo uoser U0SIapuay aluuo) S12A EssAly 1311eg yar axded yory
8¢ LT 9¢ S¢C L4 | 4 [44
weujnd piaeq auoquiey Jaued) AUJOAON WEI|{IM
nayoeig uapAeH Aydiny uuAt 0pEJISW-IILd [RIueH 13ysi4 uepy
114 0c 6T 8T LT 9T ST
piogom Allow
ueunpopm Axed) |3Y2SIUdH ueyien yoequa||aN Auol 30U01DS UAjoIe)
Lonod aj|iaun puea||io Ro3s Jebuiuo) acn1g uuewsuey eiNAS feaQ unsng
|oequaj|aN auauaf Ul saoueld J2Uueqg 3A9S yassaqleg Axel ) Jpng ASiSam ssabing auayleq sineq wig
T €T CT TT 1) 8 6 8
SUO AlieH uoydwey aluuoy young ppol.
u0s.iajad-Aaswy yellAer upj|3 Apng uey Auoj SLUeH uoy Jaupe Ajes pleduly UosMeT
L 9 S 4 € [4 T
Aepinjes Kepiij Aepsanyl Aepsoupom Aepsan}] epuopn epuns
Aepynig = 19314 {(panowal 3dadxa BUOAIBAS) = OYM
%\Nﬁn\t\m wd z:€0
20 19quisdag 49A0U0)) JO YaInyD ISIPoyIaN 54 $202/81/1T



