St. Mark’s Forum
Fall 2026
St. Mark’s Library (unless otherwise noted)
Sundays from 9:30 – 10:20 a.m.
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Aug 30 	Rectors’ Forum					Father George Smith
All questions and observations are welcome as Father George talks about the life of St. Mark’s and a vision for our future.  You won’t want to miss it!

Sept 6		Creeds and Councils: An Overview			David Dornblaser
Learn about the Christian Creeds and Councils that define Christianity from the first
century to the Reformation, including the heresies that were part of the discussion.

Sept 13	Healing Trauma: Body, Mind, and Spirit		Mike Langer, MDiv, MSEd 
As a former pastor and current spiritual director and therapist specializing in complex trauma and dissociative disorders, Mike will share his journey from trauma survivor to trauma therapist and facilitate a discussion about how trauma works and how healing from it is possible.

Sept 20		Introducing Ezra and Nehemiah			Rabbi Steven Bob
The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah tell the story of the return to Jerusalem from the exile in ancient Babylonia. These books describe the moment that text-based religion began.	 Steven M. Bob was Senior Rabbi of Congregation Etz Chaim in Lombard, IL for 35 years. He serves as a Guest faculty member at Wheaton College and as an Instructor at the Hebrew Seminary for the Hearing and the Deaf. His newest book is When Judaism Began: Exploring the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah (2026).  He is also the author of Go to Nineveh (2013) and Jonah and the Meaning of Our Lives (2016)

Sept 27		How the Pumpkin Patch Saves Lives		A Presentation from DuPage PADS
It has been 20 years since St. Mark’s set up our now well-known Pumpkin Patch donating all proceeds to DuPage Pads. DuPage PADS staff will share inspiring stories about how these donations over the years have saved lives.
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         Special Rector’s Series on Paul
              Mahon Hall
           Continental Breakfast – October 4, 11, and 18
		
Paul Re-Viewed: A Fresh Look at the Apostle’s Message of Inclusion, Justification, and Faith			Father George Smith

A 3 part series challenging common assumptions about St. Paul and his letters.

Often seen as an historical figure, Paul’s radical call to faith and freedom is profoundly relevant for the challenges of today. Over three Sundays, we'll unpack his core message, exploring themes of faith, identity, and community that still speak directly to our lives as followers of Jesus.
Oct 4		Beyond the Law: Understanding Paul’s emphasis on radical grace.
Oct 11	Identity in Christ: What Paul teaches us about who we are and who we are called to be.   
Oct 18	Community and Conflict: Applying Paul’s vision for unity in a divided world.

Oct 25	Voting Rights in 2026  - Otis’ Dream		Joyce Fletcher
	In 1946, Otis Moss, Sr. had a dream—he was going to vote! We will view this compelling 15-minute documentary and discuss the importance of voting and how our voting rights are being threatened 80 years later.	

Nov 1 & 8	From Holocaust to Nakba to Genocide: Antisemitism, Zionism, and What the Church Can Do Better, Part 1	 (Nov 1) and Part 2 (Nov 8)		
Lindsey Paris-Lopez
Dangerous interpretations of Christianity have contributed to some of the worst horrors in history, including the Holocaust, the Nakba (or ethnic cleansing of Palestine), and the current genocide in Gaza. We will explore the theology of supremacy and dehumanization that led to these compounding tragedies and how following in the footsteps of Jesus can help us unlearn imperialist interpretations and help bring healing to the Holy Land and the whole world.

Nov 15		Revelation					David Dornblaser
We will review of the book of Revelation with specific attention to the first century audience that the book was written for.



Nov 22		Let Your Life Speak 				Tammy Minuti and Vicki Fink
Inspired by Parker Palmer’s book of the same name, this session will invite us to reflect on our lives and listen for the truths we embody and the values we represent. We will share highlights from the book and allow time to consider what our lives may be saying to us.

Nov 29		TBD

Dec 6		Finding Meaning and Hope in the Midterm Election Results
or, Can Anybody Tell Me What Just Happened?		Dr. Jeffrey Hill
For years, political scientists confidently predicted that in midterm elections: (1) turnout declines from the previous federal election, and (2) the party of the president loses seats in the House of Representatives.  In this session in December, we will examine if these predictions were accurate in the November 2026 election, and why we would only be surprised if our predictions were actually untrue. Finally, we can discuss how our faith should inform our behavior in a democracy.

Dec 13	 	Following Jesus in Occupied Territory: Palestinian Nonviolent Resistance	
								Lindsey Paris-Lopez
As we prepare to welcome the Incarnation of God on earth this Advent season, we will look at the land on which he lived. We will explore Bethlehem, Jerusalem, and Gaza, as they were known to Jesus and as they are today. Then and now, these lands suffered under occupation. Jesus taught his followers a nonviolent resistance to the ways of domination and imperialism, rooted in compassion and love. Palestinian Christians today follow in his footsteps, and we will look to them as role models along our own faith journey.					

Dec 20		TBD
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