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AS WE GATHER 
One of the classic Easter songs of the church is the 
Victimae Paschali. Dating back to medieval times, it 
includes a musical narrative of the resurrection of Jesus. 
One of the verses begins by addressing Mary, who is a 
witness to the resurrection, in this way: “Speak, Mary, 
declaring what you saw when wayfaring.” And Mary 
replies confidently: “The tomb of Christ, who is living, the 

glory of Jesus’ resurrection” (LSB 460). The vision that Mary had of the divine 
messenger in a bright garment at the open and empty tomb was a glorious 
sight. His message, “He has risen; He is not here” (Mark 16:6), was glorious 
as well. The season of Easter in the life of the church is a time when the glory 
of God is celebrated by His faithful people. In his stirring hymn text “Thy 
Strong Word,” Dr. Martin Franzmann writes, “Glorious now, we press toward 
glory, and our lives our hopes confess” (LSB 578:3). Joyfully and confidently 
we can share the glory of Easter! 

 

FOR THOSE DESIRING HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 
confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine 
but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 
strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table 

those who trust in His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love 
as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. Because 
those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 
because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any 
who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this 
congregation and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 
Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor. For further study, see Matthew 5:23ff; 
10:32ff; 18:15-35; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.) 
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PRESERVICE MUSIC 
 
WELCOME 
 
HYMN OF INVOCATION                “Jesus Lives!  The Victory’s Won” LSB 490 
 
(Please Stand) 
INVOCATION  (Spoken responses) Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
 who made heaven and earth. 
 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
 But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.   

 Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS 

 Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 
to everlasting life.  Amen. 

 
ABSOLUTION [John 20:19–23] 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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INTROIT Psalm 105:1–5, 8; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2–3 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow 
up to salvation— 
if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 
make known his deeds among the peoples! 

Sing to him, sing praises to him; 
tell of all his wondrous works! 

Glory in his holy name; 
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 

Seek the LORD and his strength; 
seek his presence continually! 

Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered. 

He remembers his covenant forever, 
the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you 
may grow up to salvation— 
if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

 
KYRIE  Mark 10:47 

 Lord, have mercy; 
Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS   Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 1 To God on high be glory 
    And peace to all the earth; 
    Goodwill from God in heaven 
    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
    We praise and bless You, Father; 
    Your holy name, we sing— 
    Our thanks for Your great glory, 
    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
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 2 To You, O sole-begotten, 
    The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
    You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
    Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated 
    At God’s right hand on high— 
  
3 For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY:  Easter 2 
(Spoken responses) 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.   

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may 
by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

 
(Please be seated) 
FIRST READING:  Acts 5:29–42  

 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than 
men. 30The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him 
on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give 
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these 
things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
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 33When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34But a 
Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by 
all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little 
while. 35And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about to 
do with these men. 36For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be 
somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was 
killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37After 
him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away 
some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were 
scattered. 38So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and 
let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39but if it 
is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found 
opposing God!” So they took his advice, 40and when they had called in the 
apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of 
Jesus, and let them go. 41Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing 
that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 42And every 
day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and 
preaching Jesus as the Christ.   

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE:  1 Peter 1:3–9  
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his 
great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who by God’s 
power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last time. 6In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, 
you have been grieved by various trials, 7so that the tested genuineness of 
your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—
may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. 8Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now 
see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled 
with glory, 9obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.   

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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(Please stand) 
ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL:  John 20:19–31  
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
 Glory to You, O Lord.   

 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being 
locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, 
he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when 
they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, 
he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 
forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from 
anyone, it is withheld.” 
 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 
he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my 
finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never 
believe.” 
 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 
here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do 
not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which 
are not written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 
life in his name.   

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to You, O Christ. 
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NICENE CREED 
     I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth  
and of all things visible and invisible. 
     And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very 
God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 
of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He 
rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and 
sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
CHILDREN’S SONG OF THE MONTH:                                                       “Alive” 
(Chorus, Verse, Chorus, Verse, Chorus) 

He is alive, I’m thankful. The King is alive, I’m free. 
He is alive I’m thankful. The King is alive in me. 

 

He let Himself be put on a tree, but that could not hold Him down. 
He rolled that stone away from the grave, that could not hold Him 
down.   
Chorus: 
 

Jesus said, “Go and tell of Me,” and “I will be back again. 
I’ll be in ev’ry word you say,” and “I will be back again.” 
Chorus: 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY:     “These Things Did Thomas Count as Real”  LSB 472 
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SERMON 
 
OFFERING  (Please fill out the fellowship pad in the pew.) 

 
(Please stand) 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   

 
PREFACE  (Spoken responses) 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 
PAX DOMINI  (Spoken response) 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI  John 1:29 
1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
 

2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 
 
(Please be seated) 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN:               “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart” LSB 708 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN:                 “Christ, the Word of God Incarnate” LSB 540 

(Please stand for stanza 6) 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS   Luke 2:29–32 
1.   O Lord, now let Your servant  

     Depart in heav’nly peace, 
     For I have seen the glory 
     Of Your redeeming grace: 
     A light to lead the Gentiles 
     Unto Your holy hill, 
     The glory of Your people, 
     Your chosen Israel. 

2.   All glory to the Father, 
     All glory to the Son, 
     All glory to the Spirit, 
     Forever Three in One; 
     For as in the beginning, 
     Is now, shall ever be, 
     God’s triune name resounding 
     Through all eternity. 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  (Spoken responses) 

Amen 
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BENEDICAMUS   Psalm 103:1 
Let us bless the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 
  Amen. 

 
(Please be seated) 
HYMN TO DEPART:                                                “Thy Strong Word”  LSB 578 

(Please stand for stanza 6) 
LEAVING 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard  
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  Used by  
permission. All rights reserved.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 
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~NOTES AND NEWS~ St. Paul Lutheran Church, April 12, 2026 
WELCOME:  A warm welcome to all worshipers on the Second Sunday of Easter.  
Empowered by our Lord’s Spirit, we continue to run the race of faith!  This is an important 
“training stop” along the way as together we grow in faith and worship our loving Lord 
Jesus.  We thank the Lord for your presence with us today.  
COMMUNION IN THE PEW:  If it has become necessary for you to have communion 
brought to you in the pew, please notify the pastor or an Elder.  We are pleased to assist 
you in receiving this great blessing on a regular basis. 

 

Servant Role 4/12 - 8:30 am 4/12 – 11:00 am 4/15 – 7:00 pm 
Elder/Greeter Marci L  

& Mitzi L 
Jay H, 

Brian R, & Zeke R 
Gary Z 

& Brian H 
 

Attendance (Maundy Thursday & Good Friday): 63 + 74 = 137   
Attendance (Sunday & Wednesday):    156 + 88 + 17 = 261                
Offering:   $10,061.00  Needed:  $8,844.88 
Flowers on the Altar:  Liz Zuercher in memory of Jerry 

 


