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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
AT 8:30 A.M. AND 11:00 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE
CLASSES AT 9:45 A.M.
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
AT 7:00 P.M.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

STUDY the Word
SEEK the lost
SERVE all people
SHARE our gifts
In JESUS’ name.

...St. Paul Lutheran Church
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The September issue of
The Messenger is sponsored
by Lois Spaulding in honor of

Chuck’s 89th birthday and also
by someone in honor of
Sunday School. She told me to
pick a month. | picked
September since Sunday
School starts back up this
month. Welcome back kids,
teachers, support staoff, and
everyone else that keeps
Sunday School running! Look
inside for more information
about Sunday School.

The Church Office
will be closed on
Monday, September 2, 2024




FACTS & FIGURES

DATE SERVICE ATTENDANCE OFFERING

7/28 & 7/31 Worship Services 58 + 46 + 22 = 126 $4,494.00

8/4 & 8/7 Worship Services 72 + 54 + 25 = 151 $9,421.09

8/11 & 8/14 Worship Services 59 + 59 + 19 = 137 $4.899.00

8/18 & 8/21 Worship Services 53+ 101 + 23 =177 $5,826.00

8/25 & 8/28 Worship Services 46 + 71 + 21 = 138 $7,084.00

Needed each week | $8,642.37

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

The deadline for the K ' Happy 89th

October 2024 issue !
of The Messenger is: Birthday

Monday, September 23
at 12:00 (noon) . Chuck

ing!
Articles may be emailed to SpClLlLd 9
lynn@stpaulcaro.org September 10.

or put in Secretary mailbox

—~—~— L
FAMILY SUNDAYS: Gathering around
LABOR DAY WEEKEND God'’s Word as a family is important and
SINGLE SERVICE we want to walk with you as you teach

your children. Therefore, we are excited

SundaYI September 1I 2024 to announce new Family Sundays!

At 9:30 AM Family Sunday will be the 3rd Sunday of
each month, during the Bible Class Hour.

On these Sundays your whole family will

f&ffy 6‘0% sit together, read scripture together,

discuss how it affects your lives, and do a

Z{)e/{ut? WMW” devotional activity.

If you attend without your family, not to
@ ! 5 2 @i iéi ! worry! We are all family at St. Paul and
& M ‘ will partner you with others to study

) God’s word together.

TS




WELCOME ZANE AND I122]E!

CORRECTION AND
WELCOME!

In last month’s newsletter,
Margaret LaValley’s retirement
from funeral dinners was
reported. Oooops! Nope -
she’s not ready to completely
give it up yet. She is taking a
step “back,” not “down.” In
other words, she is sharing her
kitchen now. She will still be
the first one to call, but if she
is unavailable, then the others
will help out. That said, let’s
welcome Margaret’s new
backup team: Tammy Ewald,
Chris Carpenter, and Marsha
Mackenzie.

Zane is a loud, outgoing,
and passionate person.
He loves board games,
fun socks, and telling
people random "fun facts"
he has learned. In his
free time you might find
Zane playing video
games, going on a walk,
or eating something good
(sometimes he might
even cook it). Zaneis
excited to become a part
of the St. Paul family and
work alongside all of you
in building God's
Kingdom.

Table Grace
For all your many gifts to us
we offer thanks this day.
Help us, God, reach out in love
to all the world, we pray. Amen.



DONATE BLOOD
S AVE LI Labor Day Laughs

e |gotajob atanorange juice
factory, but | got canned because |
couldn’t concentrate.

e Then | worked in the woods as a
lumberjack, but | just couldn’t hack
it so | got the axe.

e Then | tried to be a tailor, but |
BLOOD DRIVE wasn't well suited for it. It was just
MARK YOUR CALENDAR! a 50-50 job.
e Next, | worked in a muffler shop.
Monday' September 9' 2024 That was too exhausting. ’
12 - 5:45 PM e | worked as a pilot but got
Call 1-800-RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767) grounded for taking off too much.

or visit RedCrossBlood.org e |tried being a barber, but | just

to schedule your appointment.

couldn’t cut it.
Must have photo ID or donor card to

e | studied to become a doctor. |

donate. .
gave it my best shot, but | had no
> Save time with RapidPass®. patients.
Complete your pre-donation e |wasn’t a good eye doctor either, |
reading and health history at couldn’t stay focused.
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass or e I wanted to add some spice to my
with the Blood Donor App before life so | tried being a chef, but |
your appointment. didn’t have any thyme.

e | was an exterminator for a few
years, but got tired of the rat race.

o e | worked as a gardener for a while,

(1-800-733-2767) or visit but | didn’t grow with the job, even

RedCrossBlood.org . though | was raking in the money.

Let’s save some lives on e | was a historian for a while, until |

September 9! realized there was no future in it.

® My critics found my career as a

comedian a big joke.

> Eligibility questions? Call
1-800-RED CROSS

Each pint of blood we collect can help
save up to three lives and will touch

the lives of so many more. What a ® | hadto quit my job at Starbucks
great way to pay it forward and make because it was always the same old
an impact on people in our community grind.
and across the country. We are very e Finally, | got a job at a bakery - |
excited about the drive and | hope you kneaded the dough!
are too.

Taken from:

https://www.humormatters.com/workplace.htm



EDUCATION SUNDAY

September 8, 2024
Open House
9:45 - 10:45 AM

Regular Sunday School Classes begin on
Sept. 22 for ages Nursery through Grade 8.

*Zane will be teaching a new
High School Bible Class at the church
on all but the 3rd Sundays, Starting Sept. 22.

*Familfy sundays will be on the 3rd Sunday
of every month, starting Sept. 15.

Same as last year, the additional 1st & 2nd year
Cconfirmation Classes will be held on Sundays
at 12:15 PM, starting Sept. 8.

2024-2025 12/29/24 No Class

Schedule

1/5-112/25 Regular Classes

9/08/24 Open House
1719/25 Family Sunday

9/15/24 Family Sunday

1/26-2/9 Regular Classes

9/22-10/13/24 Regular Classes

2/16/25 Family Sunday

10/20/24 Family Sunday
2/23-3/9/25 Regular Classes

10/27-11/10/2.4 Regular Classes

3/16/25 Family Sunday

nN7/24 Family Sunday
3/23-4N13/25 Regular Classes

Christmas Sservice

; | -
Practice Starts 4/20/25 No Classes
Easter

1n24-12/8/24

12/15/24 Family Sunday
4/27-5/M/25 Regular Classes

Children’s

12/22/24 Christmas Service SN8/25 Family Sunday




The Armor
of God

In Ephesians 6:10-20 the
author writes about being
strong in our faith. We are
told to “put on the whole
armor of God” (v.11) in
order to defend ourselves
from enemies.

Instead of being military
hardware, we are invited to
wear some clothing that at
first might have seemed to
the Ephesians as a joke.
Tie truth around your waist?
Wear the gospel of peace
as shoes? These things
seem strange.

Maybe the author of the
letter (we're not sure who it
really was) wanted to make
a different kind of point.
Perhaps they were trying to
say something like “you
know, there is a lot of
fighting in our world, and
there are a lot of dangerous
and difficult fources out
there. The way to tackle
them all is not to try to fight
them the way we'’ve fought
for years, but in a different
way — Jesus’ way.”

In verses 14-17 the
author lists some kinds of
“armor” we can put on.
What might that look like?

Using a marker, draw a
huge outline of a person —
make it as big as you can.
One option is to take a
piece of butcher paper, or

tape several small sheets
together. Then, lie down on
the paper, with your legs
slightly apart and hands
away from your body. Invite
someone to draw a rough
outline of your shape with a
marker.

lllustrate some of the
things in the Bible passage
— you can write down words
that describe the actions, or
draw pictures, or cut out
pictures from magazines
and glue them on.

e Abelt of truth. We use
a belt to hold up our
pants or skirt and for
holding things together.
Think about truth.
When we are honest in
what we think and say
and believe, it holds
together. Use your
imagination to think of
ways to express
holding the world
together.

e Abreastplate of
righteousness. This
armor protects our
heart and other organs
from being pierced by
arrows. Instead of
hardening our heart out
of fear the author
suggests something
else. How can we
defend ourselves from
other’s hurts?

e Shoes of peace. How
can you share God’s
peace in our world?

What images might
you use? How can
we counter the
world’s hurt by telling
others about God’s
unconditional love
and grace?

A shield of faith.
What do we carry out
in front? What do
others see first about
us? Draw a large
shield and add words
or pictures that speak
of our faith in God.

A helmet of salvation.
Salvation is that
sense of knowing that
God loves us, no
matter what. What
kind of hat would tell
others that we know
and love God? Draw
it.

A sword of God’s
word. Instead of a
sword that we can
poke, stab, and hurt
people with, we are
invited to tell the
message of God’s
love. Draw some
wonderful words of
love and reassurance
in a big balloon (like a
cartoon) coming out
of the mouth.

“Finally, be strong
in the Lord and in
the strength of

His might.”
Ephesians 6:10



ADVENT MEALS Scripture Readings

| know it’s kind of early to be thinking Sept. | OT: Deut. 4:1-2, 6-9
about the Advent meals, it's only 1 | EP: Ephesians 6:10-20
, GO: Mark 7:14-23
September. Here's my thought. Maybe
your group (or family / families) would like to | Sept. | OT: Isaiah 35:4-7a

host a meal but | never call on you because 8 | EP: James 2:1-10, 14-18
| didn’t know. This year there are only 3 GO: Mark 7:24-37
Advent Meals. The dates are: Dec. 4, 11, Sept. | OT: Isaiah 50:4-10
& 18. 15 | EP: James 3:1-12

Would your group or family like to host GO: Mark 9:14-29

? ? ?
one of those?dates. ’l?Jshe_rs. Elders ’ Sept. | OT: Jeremiah 11:18-20
Endowment? LWML? Quilters? Choirs” 22 | EP: James 3:13-4:10
JOY Group? Youth? Church Council? GO: Mark 9:30-37
Families??? First to respond gets to pick
their date first Sept. | OT: Numbers 11:4-6,
: : 29 10-16, 24-2

Church office: M-F 8:30-4:30 989-673-4214 EP: James 5:1_290
or eMail lynn@stpaulcaro.org GO: Mark 9:38-50

J.OY. TRIP ~ SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2024

Just Older Youth will meet at the church at 9:45 AM on Saturday,
September 21st, and go to the Downtown Saginaw Farmer’s
Market and the SVRC Marketplace. Lunch will be at noon at
Sullivan’s, after which we will attend the open house at a Literary
Landmark, Theodore Roethke Home Museum and the Stone House
next door, which had been owned by Carl Roethke, uncle to Theodore,
a pulitzer prize-winning poet and teacher. Please note, Ann
Ransford, formerly from Caro, will be there to greet us all and tell us
about the Roethke homes. After our tours, we may stop for ice cream
at Tony’s near these homes.

PLEASE JOIN US for Christian fun and fellowship!! Just Older Youth
includes everyone 50 and older. If you can come, please sign the
sheet posted on the board in the narthex.



Sept. 4 is the Feast of

Moses the Lawgiver

“Now go! | am sending you to
Pharaoh to bring my people, the
Israelites, out of Egypt.”
—Exodus 3:10

Moses is a profoundly prominent character
within the Pentateuch (the first five books of
the Bible). He was born to a Hebrew family
during the horrible years of harsh slavery in
Egypt. Moses was rescued from a murder-
ous death as an infant by Pharaoh’s daugh-
ter, who found him in a basket in the Nile
River and later adopted him. When Moses
grew up, he embraced his Hebrew people; he
once even killed an Egyptian for having
abused a Hebrew. However, when he real-
ized his crime had been observed, he fled to
Midian, where he ultimately married into a
Midianite family and settled down.

Many years later, Moses encountered an
unusual fire-engulfed bush on Mount Horeb
(also known as Mount Sinai). As he ap-
proached the remarkable shrub, he heard
God’s voice speak from the flames. God
explained that he wanted Moses to lead the
Hebrews away from their oppressive slavery
in Egypt.

Although reluctant at first, Moses with the
help of his brother Aaron began the process
of rescuing the Israelites from their cruel lives.
Initially, Pharaoh scorned the brothers and
refused to release the Hebrew slaves. Over
time, however, with the miraculous help of
God, some terrifying plagues forced the
Egyptian ruler to finally order the Hebrews to
leave Egypt. More miracles abounded as
Moses led the group toward its new
homeland.

When the group arrived at Mount Sinai
(Mount Horeb), Moses went back up the
mountain, whereupon God presented to him
the Ten Commandments.

Sadly, the Israelite people often doubted
the power of God, and so Moses had to work

hard to keep his people focused and trusting.
The Israelites lacked trust in God when it
came time to take over the Promised Land.
God punished them by forcing them to
wander the desert for forty years.

Moses continued to show the way during
these forty long years, and finally, when the
long banishment was about to end, God
guided Moses to Mount Nebo in Moab, where
he was able to view the longed-for Promised
Land. Soon afterward, the great prophet-
leader died in Moab, leaving Joshua to bring
the people into their new homeland.

The memorial of St. Moses is Sept. 4.
This great Old Testament saint offers plenty to
ponder, contemplate, and study within the
pages of scripture. Below are just nine
passages. Consider spending a bit of time
each day with St. Moses. Imagine yourself at
each scene, think of how you might react if
you were really there. If inspired, read the
footnotes and jot down a few thoughts.

Day 1) Exodus 2:1-25

Day 2) Exodus 3:1-10

Day 3) Exodus 7:1-24

Day 4) Exodus 12:1-36

Day 5) Exodus 14:10-22
Day 6) Exodus 20:1-21

Day 7) Exodus 34:27-35

Day 8) Numbers 20:1-13
Day 9) Deuteronomy 34:1-12

N N’ N N N N SN SN

Excerpted from:
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/sept-4-is-the-feast-of-moses-the-lawgiver




St. Paul Lutheran Church
Operation Christmas Child
2024 In-Gathering Schedule

September 22 - September 29:

Something for School
Crayons, pencils and pencil sharpeners, markers, writing pads or paper,
coloring and picture books, erasers, scissors, glue sticks, and colored
pencils.

September 29 - October 6:

Something for personal hygiene
Washcloths, toothbrush, combs, hair barrettes, pony tail ties, and
headbands.
Please note - Bar soap and toothpaste are no longer permitted

October 6 - 13:
Something for boys

Small trucks, balls, yo-yos, sunglasses, kazoos, harmonicas, ball caps,
small flashlights (with extra batteries), small etch-a-sketch, slinky, toys
that light up or make noise (with extra batteries), stuffed animals,
watches, T-shirts, socks, whistles, flip flops and marbles.

October 13 -20:
Something for girls

Dolls, stuffed animals, toy jewelry, sunglasses, kazoos, harmonicas, jump
ropes, small etch-a-sketch, slinky, toys that make noise (with extra
batteries), T-shirts, socks, balls, watches, flip flops, play dough, glow
sticks, and jacks.

PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE

Used or damaged items, war related items such as toy guns, knives or military figures,
chocolate or food, liquids or lotions, medications or vitamins, breakable items such as
snowglobes, glass containers, or aerosol cans. PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES: NO
TOOTHPASTE, CANDY, or BAR SOAP

Mark your calendars! St. Paul’s 8 ™ annual packing party is scheduled for October 2,
2024 beginning at 2:00PM. We look forward to seeing you! Thank you for your help
and participation.

Thanks,
Dave & Diana



August 13, 2024

Dear Donors and supporters of Operation Christmas Child,

Here we are in mid-August already. It is time to start thinking about Operation
Christmas Child and National Collection Week. We want to thank each and every one
of you for your generous, unwavering support of the ministry. We have had the
privilege of serving with you, many since 2012. Many of you have either donated
shoeboxes or helped us with the Drop-Off Center at the Caro Church of the Nazarene.
Together we have received and processed 15,808 shoe box gifts that have been
distributed around the world. God helped us put together a team of volunteers from
many different churches and groups. He molded us into a well-oiled machine of
willing servants. God’s good news of Jesus Christ has been shared with children and
families around the world and we are grateful for the opportunity to serve him with
you in this way. National Collection Week this year is November 18-25, 2024.

After much prayer and struggle, we have been led to the decision that it is time to
step down as Drop-Off Center Coordinators for the Caro Drop-Off Center. Many
factors have contributed to this decision. First is that our physical ability to work at
the level necessary to do a good job as Drop-Off Coordinators is no longer there. The
second factor in this decision is that we have come to realize we can no longer care for
our large home and garden properly. We are in the process of downsizing and will
soon move into a small apartment and sell our home of more than 56 years.

Now, for the good news. We are happy to announce the Caro Drop-Off Center will be
replaced by a Drop-Off Center in Richville under the stewardship of Sara and Keith
Knea. Keith is a Pastor at St. Michael’s Lutheran Church and Sara is a teacher. At
their previous congregation in Indiana, they were heavily involved in Operation
Christmas Child, serving as Drop Off Center Coordinators, Central Drop Off Leaders,
and Logistics. They are very well qualified to take the helm. The Drop Off Center in
Richville will be located in the building adjacent to St. Michael’s Lutheran School,
9444 W. Saginaw Rd. Richville, Michigan. Simply go to the OCC website and click on
the tab "Drop-Off Center Locator"” to find the address and times the drop-off center
will be open. Contact information for Sara Knea is 920-285-9720 and her eMail is
sjwknea@yahoo.com. We encourage you to keep packing your shoeboxes and support
the Richville Drop-Off in the same way you have supported the Caro Drop-Off Center.

We thank and praise God for the 12 years the Caro Drop-Off Center was housed at the
Caro Church of the Nazarene. We are eternally grateful to Pastor McNett and the
congregation for being our gracious hosts for all of those years.

God bless you, one and all,
Dave & Diana



ALLELUIA!

Celebrating 500 Years of Lutheran Hymns &
with guest speakers b

<
Y FOREVER:
0

Rev. Stephen P. Starke

/;Qf’. and % &

Q;;g‘ Deaconess Sandra Rhein <& &
Wy‘Cffﬁﬁ"m? NG >

October 5, 2024
Immanuel Lutheran Church
800 E Bay St, Sebewaing, Ml
12:30-3:30pm - Presentations | 3:30-4:30pm - Hymn Festival

If you would like to sing in the choir, please contact Nathan Beethe ot
kantor.graceauburn@gmail.com



HAPPY BIRTHDAY

God'’s Blessings as you celebrate your special day!

September 1
Lindy Calery

James Hill Jr.
Violet Tetil

September 2
Brandon Hall

Jordan Hall
Dana Katz
William Tyler Heida

September 4
Evan Langmaid

September 5
Eileen Hiser

Jeremy Creutz
Mitchell Russell

September 6
Idena Rodd

September 7
Archie Ferguson

Tracy Downing

September 9

Sue Morris
Nicole Davis

September 10
Charles Spaulding

Faith Voss

September 11
Linda McQueen

Andrew Campbell
Anthony Del Real

September 12
Delores Cybulski

September 13
Angela Souva

September 14
Erin Weidman

September 15
Aaron Steele

Cheryl Voss

September 16
Stephanie Hall

September 17
Ann Skidmore

Diana Mattlin
Trevor Grice
Landon Russell
Mason Crossno
Jacki Isenberg

September 19
Scott Cuthrell

Brian Skidmore
James Eremia

September 20
Kali Ewald

Staci Meyer
Brenda Will

September 21
Dorothy Cottrell

Lindsy Hall
Taylor Pryor

September 22
Adam King

Travis Phillips
September 25

Amber Brinkman
Jake Sattelberg

September 26
Pastor Hollender

September 27
Jason Bitzer

Melony Blasius
Sara Eremia

September 29
Hilda Buchinger

Janet Eremia
Emily Vaughan
Zachary Voss
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