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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
503 S. STATE STREET
CARO, MICHIGAN 48723
www.stpaulcaro.org

CAMERON K. STEELE, PASTOR
HOME:  989-673-2516
CELL:  989-550-3355
Pastor.Steele@stpaulcaro.org

ZANE A. SIMON, 
MINISTER OF FAMILY LIFE
517-215-0629
zane@stpaulcaro.org

OFFICE PHONE:  989-673-4214
lynn@stpaulcaro.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
AT 8:30 A.M. AND 11:00 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE
CLASSES AT 9:45 A.M.
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
AT 7:00 P.M.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

STUDY the Word
SEEK the lost
SERVE all people
SHARE our gifts
In JESUS’ name.

…St. Paul Lutheran Church

The June issue of 
The Messenger is sponsored by 

Liz Zuercher and
Kent & Lisa Graf



FACTS & FIGURES
DATE SERVICE ATTENDANCE OFFERING

4/27 & 4/30 Worship Services 59 + 72 + 21 = 152 $6,542.91

5/4 & 5/7 Worship Services 60 + 127 + 18 = 205 $6,495.00

5/11 & 5/14 Worship Services 61 + 87 + 12 = 160 $4,767.50

8/18 & 5/21 Worship Services 74 + 67 + 21 = 162 $4,360.00

Needed each week $8,642.37

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE  

The deadline for the 
July 2025 issue 

of The Messenger is: 
Monday, June 23
 at 12:00 (noon)  

Articles may be emailed to
lynn@stpaulcaro.org

or put in Secretary mailbox.
To ensure that I get 

all information correct, 
please only submit by email 

or in my mailbox.  
No phone calls please.  

Thank you!

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS FOR 2025

If you would like to sponsor the 
newsletter for a month, please see 
or call Lynn in the office at 
989-673-4214.  The cost is only $25 
for a month.  

CHILDREN’S BULLETIN 
DRAWING

The winners for the Children’s 
Bulletin Drawing for April are - 
Cora, Stella, and Connor.  If 
you haven’t yet, you can either 
pick up your prize at the church 
office M-F, 8:30-4:30, or you 
can tell myself (Lynn), or 
Pastor, or the Elder on any 
Sunday and they can let you 
choose a prize from the prize 
box.  The winners for May will 
be announced in the July 
newsletter.

The only people with whom you 
shold try to get even are those 
who have helped you!

-Mae Maloo

As you walk down the fairway of 
life you must smell the roses, 
for you only get to play one 
round.

-Ben Hogan



Scripture Readings:  

June

1

FR:  Acts 1:12-26
PS:  Psalm 133
EP:  Revelation 22:1-6 (7-11)  
       12-20
GO:  John 17:20-26

8

OT:  Genesis 11:1-9
PS:  Psalm 143
EP:  Acts 2:1-21
GO:  John 14:23-31

15

OT:  Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
PS:  Psalm 8
EP:  Acts 2:14a, 22-36
GO:  John 8:48-59

22

OT:  Isaiah 65:1-9
PS:  Psalm 3
EP:  Galatians 3:23-4:7
GO:  Luke 8:26-39

29

OT:  1 Kings 19:9b-21
PS:  Psalm 16
EP:  Galatians 5:1, 13-25
GO:  Luke 9:51-62

In loving memory 
of the 40 plus 
years we were 

able to celebrate 
together.

1967-2008

Liz

In Honor of the 
Wedding 

Anniversaries of: 
 

Pastor & Ruth Steele 

and
Kent & Lisa Graf 

The Kind of Dad I’d Buy
If I went shopping for a dad,
  Here is what I’d buy;
One who would always stop
  To answer a little boy’s “Why?”
One who would always speak 
kindly
  To a little girl or boy,
One who would give to others
  A bit of sunshine and joy.
I’d pick a dad that followed
  The Bible’s Golden Rule,
And one who went regularly
  To church and Sunday school.
I’d buy the very finest dad
  To place on our family tree,
And then I’d try to live like him
  So he would be proud of me.

-Helen Kitchell Evens

A man who gives his children 
habits of industry provides for 
them better than by giving them 
a fortune.     -Archbishop Whately



29 June  - Today, the Church 
celebrates the Festival of St. 
Peter and St. Paul, Apostles.

The Festival of St. Peter and St. Paul 
is one of the very oldest Saint’s Days 
in the Church’s calendar.  Christians 
have remembered these two on June 
29 since at least AD 250.  A very old 
tradition holds that both apostles 
were martyred the same day under 
orders from Emperor Nero in AD 68. 

Peter, of course, during Christ’s 
Passion had denied his Lord three 
times out of fear.  When Christ 
restored Peter in John 21, He asked 
him if he loved Him three times.  
Three times Peter confessed that he 
loved Christ like a brother.  He 
apparently hesitated to use the word 
for love (agape) that entails 
willingness to lay down one’s life.  
Christ charged him to feed His lambs 
and tend His flock.  The Lord Jesus, 
however, did go on to tell Peter that 
the day would come when he will 
stretch out his hands, have another 
dress him, and lead him where he 
does not want to go.  “This He said to 
show by what kind of death he was to 
glorify God” (John 21:19) and added 
the invitation:  “Follow Me.”  Peter 
was thus given the promise that he 
would die a martyr for his Master.

When that time came, Peter was 
in Rome (called by the code name 
“Babylon,” 1 Peter 5:13).  He had 
witnessed Christ’s resurrection to Jews 
and Gentiles for many years, 
confessing to one and all, “We believe 
that we will be saved through the

grace of the Lord Jesus Christ”  (Acts
15:11).  He was arrested and 
sentenced to death by crucifixion.  He 
reportedly begged only the favor of 
being crucified upside down.  He did 
not feel worthy to die in the exact 
same manner as the One he had once 
denied.  Paul, when last heard of in 
Acts, was under house arrest in 
Rome.  Tradition suggests that he 
may have been released from that 
initial imprisonment and fulfilled his 
desire to preach the Good News in 
Spain.  But under fickle Nero, the 
apostle landed in prison yet again a 
short while later and this time 
received the death sentence.  Because 
he was a Roman citizen, Paul was not 
crucified, but given a relatively 
merciful death through a swift 
beheading.  He had long 
contemplated this final victory;  “With 
full courage now as always Christ will 
be honored in my body, whether by 
life or by death.  For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain”  (Philippians 
1:20-21).  Paul knew that the death 
that awaited him was already a 
vanquished enemy.

The remains of the two apostles 
are said to be interred beneath the 
original St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.  
Together they await the joyous 
resurrection that they fearlessly 
proclaimed.

Readings
Acts 15:1-12(13-21) / Galatians 2:1-10 / 

Matthew 16:13-19

Weedon, W. (2016). Celebrating the Saints. 
Concordia Publishing House.



St. Paul’s Graduates
We will be celebrating our 2025 Graduates 

here at St. Paul on Sunday, June 1 at the 11:00 service. 
We will celebrate with a Senior Dessert 

hosted by the LWML following the service. 
As a gift from the quilters, they will each 

get to choose a beautiful handmade quilt.  

Lindy Calery, Addison Fisch,
Canton Tetil, Madelyn Stefanovsky,

and   Kallie Wegner
May they continue to choose to walk with God as they take 

the next step in their journey through life.

Kallie Wegner
Kallie is the daughter of Tara 
Wegner & Jacob Wegner and is a 
graduate of Caro High School.
Future Plans After Graduation:  
Kallie plans to go to Eastern 
Michigan University to get a 
Masters Degree in Social Work.
Any Honors Received:  National 
Technical Honor Society, Honor 
Roll with cords, Varsity 
Academic Letter, and Scholar 
Athletic Award.
Your Fondest Memory at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church:  Vacation Bible 
School



Lindy Michelle Calery
Lindy is the daughter of Lori 
Calery and is a graduate of 
Highland Pines School.  
Future Plans After Graduation:  
After graduation, I will spend 
some time volunteering in the 
community and attending local 
events.  I will also be advocating 
for services and support for 
individuals with disabilities.  My 
goal is to have a place where my 
friends and I can spend time in a 
safe environment that accommo-

dates all our unique needs, maintains our social relationships, and 
continues to work on building our skills.  Any Honors Received:  Over 
the years I have received multiple awards from the regional and state 
Special Olympic games.  I’ve also received several awards from 
Highland Pines Adaptive gym class in bowling and basketball.  The 
school recognized my good behavior monthly with awards and prizes.  
I was honored to be elected as the queen of my senior prom this year.
Your Fondest Memory at St. Paul Lutheran Church:  My fondest 
memory at St. Paul Lutheran Church was taking part in the ground-
breaking ceremony for the Sunday School addition.

Madalyn Stefanovsky
Madalyn is the daughter of Brian 
Stefanovsky and Teri Kopasz.  She 
is a graduate of Caro High School.  
Future Plans After Graduation:  
After graduation, she will attend 
Central Michigan University to 
study Family Law and Real Estate.
Any Honors Received:  4 year 
athlete, NHS, and 4 years student 
council.
Your Fondest Memory at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church:  Learning how 
to line dance during the mission 
trip in Virginia in 2020.



J.O.Y. EVENT 
SATURDAY, JUNE 21, 

2025

Just Older Youth will meet at 
the church at 11:30 AM on 
Saturday, June 21, and go to 
the Brentwood for lunch, then 
to the Caro Art Fair  at Bieth 
Memorial Park.  Over 20 arts 
vendors will display their 
exhibits, along with live 
music, food trucks, and more 
activities for all ages.  We can 
then go to Dairy Queen for ice 
cream to top off our 
afternoon.

PLEASE JOIN US for Christian 
fun and fellowship!!  Just 
Older Youth includes 
everyone 50 and older. 

If you can come, please sign 
the sheet posted on the 
board in the narthex.

Listening to the Silence
The story of Elijah says that Elijah heard 
God’s voice in a “still, small voice” (KJV) or 
“the sound of sheer silence” (NRSV).  What 
an amazing image!

A quick recap of the life of Elijah:  he 
was feeling threatened, and fled for his life.  
As he found himself hungry he prayed for 
God to take him, but this did not happen.  
Finally, he hid in a cave.  He did not stay 
there long - a voice called him outside.

A great wind came, and Elijah looked 
for God in the wind, but God was not there.  
This was followed by an earthquake, but 
still Elijah could not find God.  Last came a 
great fire - and again, no God.

Elijah paused - probably with a very 
puzzled look on his face - and listened.  It 
was only then that he heard the “sound of 
sheer silence” and in that moment he heard 
the voice of God.

Macrina Wiederkehr in her book 
Seven Sacred Pauses says this about 
silence:

Silence is like a river of grace inviting us 
to leap unafraid into its beckoning 
depths.  It is dark and mysterious in the 
waters of grace.  Yet in the silent 
darkness we are given new eyes.  In the 
heart of the divine we can see more 
clearly who we are.  We are renewed 
and cleansed in this river of silence.  
There are those among you who fear the 
Great Silence.  It is a foreign land to you.  
Sometimes it is good to leap into the 
unknown.  Practice leaping.

Can we do that?  Can we pause long 
enough in our busy lives to leap into the 
great silence?  Can we let the wind, 
earthquake, and fire of our busyness lapse 
away, that we might spend at least a few 
moments in the silent presence of God?

-Reprinted with permission from 
Editor’s Clipsheets  ©Logos Productions.












