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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
503 S. STATE STREET
CARO, MICHIGAN 48723
www.stpaulcaro.org

CAMERON K. STEELE, PASTOR
HOME:  989-673-2516
CELL:  989-550-3355
Pastor.Steele@stpaulcaro.org

ZANE A. SIMON, 
MINISTER OF FAMILY LIFE
517-215-0629
zane@stpaulcaro.org

OFFICE PHONE:  989-673-4214
lynn@stpaulcaro.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
AT 8:30 A.M. AND 11:00 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE
CLASSES AT 9:45 A.M.
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
AT 7:00 P.M.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

STUDY the Word
SEEK the lost
SERVE all people
SHARE our gifts
In JESUS’ name.

…St. Paul Lutheran Church

The May issue of 
The Messenger is sponsored by 

Dave & Diana Mattlin,
and Tim & Becki Bates.



FACTS & FIGURES
DATE SERVICE ATTENDANCE OFFERING

3/30 & 4/2 Worship Services 73 + 78 + 46 = 197 $6,659.50

4/6 & 4/9 Worship Services 52 + 62 + 65 = 179 $7,003.00

4/13 & 4/17 & 4/18 Worship Services 91 + 98 + 84 + 76 = 349 $7,778.80

4/20 & 4/23 Worship Services 191 + 90 + 22 = 303 $6,398.10

Needed each week $8,642.37

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE  

The deadline for the 
May 2025 issue 

of The Messenger is: 
Monday, April 21
 at 12:00 (noon)  

Articles may be emailed to
lynn@stpaulcaro.org

or put in Secretary mailbox.
To ensure that I get 

all information correct, 
please only submit by email 

or in my mailbox.  
No phone calls please.  

Thank you!

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS FOR 
2025

If you would like to sponsor the 
newsletter for a month, please 
see or call Lynn in the office at 
989-673-4214.  The cost is only 
$25 for a month.  

CHILDREN’S BULLETIN 
DRAWING

The winners for the Children’s 
Bulletin Drawing for March are - 
Nolan, Penelope, Gwen, 
Connor, Cora, and Stella.  If 
you haven’t yet, you can either 
pick up your prize at the church 
office M-F, 8:30-4:30, or you 
can tell myself (Lynn), or 
Pastor, or the Elder on any 
Sunday and they can let you 
choose a prize from the prize 
box.  The winners for April will 
be announced in the June 
newsletter.

Confirmation 2025-2026
Informational Meeting

There will be an informational 
meeting on May 18, at noon for 
parents and youth who will be 
in Confirmation in the fall of this 
year.  Come learn about 
upcoming opportunities for your 
youth and the expectations for 
our confirmation program.  



Scripture Readings:  May

4

FR:  Acts 9:1-22
PS:  Psalm 30
EP:  Revelation 5:(1-7) 8-14
GO:  John 21:1-14 (15-19

11

FR:  Acts 20:17-35
PS:  Psalm 23
EP:  Revelation 7:9-17
GO:  John 10:22-30

18

FR:  Acts 11:1-18
PS:  Psalm 148
EP:  Revelation 21:1-7
GO:  John 16:12-22

25

FR:  Acts 16:9-15
PS:  Psalm 67
EP:  Revelation 21:9-14, 21-27
GO:  John 16:23-33

LWML
Ladies - did you know that if you 
are a confirmed member of the 
church, you are automatically a 
member of the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League (LWML)?  Join 
us on the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month at 6:00 in the Fellowship 
Hall.  We take summer and 
December off.  This month, join us 
for a Salad Bar Supper on May 20.  
Bring a dish to share.  We will also 
be installing our new Co-
Presidents - Lisa Graf & Cathy Erla 
and Interim Secretary - Lynn 
LeBlanc.  This will be our last 
meeting until September.

We give thanks to God 
for Faith,  Family, Friends, 

and Country.

We give thanks for more 
than 58 years of marriage 

through thick and thin. 

We look forward to 
continuing to serve in 

whatever capacity we can.

God has a plan!!

Dave & Diana Mattlin

In Memory of 
Norma Bates
-Tim & Becki

THANK YOU!
Thank you to everyone for your 
words of sympathy, cards, and 
prayers on Norma’s passing.
And thank you Pastor, for the 
many visits to Norma while she 
was in the hospital and when she 
went to Bay View - and especially 
during her passing days.

-Tim and Becki Bates





CONFIRMATION
The following youth will be confirmed 

at the 11:00 service on May 4.

Lucas Gaudett :  Have I not commanded you? 
Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, 
and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God 
is with you wherever you go.”
     Joshua 1:9

Nolan Joyce :  Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you 
go.”
     Joshua 1:9

Zeke Rickwalt :  
     
Blake Robinson :  Be faithful unto death, and I will give 
you the crown of life.
     Revelation 2:10b

Klara Tenbusch :  Commit your work to the LORD, 
and your plans will be established.
     Proverbs 16:3

Rylan Tenbusch :  “For  God so loved  the world,   that he 
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not  
perish but have eternal life.
                                 John 3:16

                       Joselyn Tetil :  Your word is a lamp to my feet
                             and a light to my path.

                                 Psalm 119:105





J.O.Y. TRIP ~ MAY 21, 2025
Just Older Youth will meet at the church at 8:00 AM on 
Wednesday, May 21, and go to Crossroads Village and 
Huckleberry Railroad for their special Senior Power Day from 
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM, celebrating Older Americans Month.  Special 
advance $5 tickets  include admission to Crossroads Village, a 
train ride, lunch, activities, information on Health & Seniors 
Services, meet legislators, enjoy park rides, music, and 
entertainment.  We need to get our tickets in advance, so please 
sign up as soon as you can.  Reimbursement for your ticket can 
be given to Karen Elmy.  

PLEASE JOIN US for Christian fun and fellowship!!  Just Older 
Youth includes everyone 50 and older.  If you can come, please 
sign the sheet posted on the wall in the narthex.

Attention Seniors - Class of 2025

Senior Sunday will be June 1, 2025.  
Keep your eye out for more information.  



Carolina Wilhelmina Sandell (Lina Sandell) was born on October 3, 
1832, in the vicarage of Fröderyd, Småland, where her father 
served as the parish minister.  She grew up with three sisters and 
one brother.

When Lina was 26, she took a trip with her father to Gothenburg.  
While en route, he fell overboard and drowned right before her eyes.  
She turned to her Savior and wrote many hymns during this time of 
grief.  Songs such as "Children of the Heavenly Father" and "Day by 
Day" were born from her suffering, testifying to a faith that endures 
through the darkest of times  Although she wrote over 650

hymns, only 14 were published.  Oskar Ahnfelt composed or arranged the music for all of 
Lina's hymns.  Lina remarked that Oskar "sang my songs into the hearts of the people."

In 1867, at the age of 35, Lina married Oscar Berg, a Stockholm merchant, but she 
continued to sign her hymns with the initials "L.S."

Jenny Lind, the "Swedish Nightingale," financed the first edition of Ahnfelt's Songs, which 
consisted mostly of Lina's hymns.  This led to her hymns becoming popular in America and 
elsewhere.

Johnson, Charles. The History of Hymn Singing as Told through One Hundred and One Famous Hymns. Hallberg Pub. Corp, 1983, 
https://www.hymndex.com/karolina-wilhelmina-sandell-berg/

Text:  Public domain
Tune:  Public domain

Children of the Heavenly Father










