FOR YOUNGER ELEMENTARY (see next page for older elementary)

Small Group Discussion Guide
Sunday, Jan 12
THE GOSPEL PROJECT


LESSON: Ten Commandments (Exodus 19-20 & 31)
KEY PASSAGE: There is no one holy like the Lord. There is no one besides you! And there is no rock like our God. ~1 Samuel 2:2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do we need to be saved? People are sinful and cannot save themselves.
CHRIST CONNECTION: God gave His people commandments so they would know how
to honor Him and live rightly. Because of sin, no one is able to keep these commandments
perfectly. God sent His Son, Jesus, to live a perfect, sinless life. Jesus died and rose again so
that sinners can be forgiven.
STORY POINT: God gave commands to His people to show them how to love Him
and others.

GROUP DISCUSSION
SAY Is reading the Bible important? Why? Remind kids that because God is Creator and the King of everything, He knows what is best. Tell kids that He gave us the Bible so we can know Him. The Bible is a book about God and His plan to save people from sin. Share how the Bible also helps us learn how to live in a way that is right and good. Share how the Bible shows us that all people are sinful and need to be saved. When we read our Bible, we see how God sent Jesus to save us from our sin.
SAY Are any of the Ten Commandments hard for you to obey? Which ones? Why? Tell kids that every person struggles to keep the Ten Commandments and all the commandments of God. Explain that we all have hearts that are bent toward sin and going our own way. Share that no one can obey God perfectly and we can never save ourselves. Remind kids that only Jesus obeyed God perfectly and that when we trust in Him, He gives us His righteousness.
SAY Why does obeying God show that we love Him? Help kids understand that we don’t obey God to earn His love but to show our love for Him. Tell kids that Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commands” (John 14:15). Discuss how obeying God means we trust that His ways are best and that He is good.

FOR OLDER ELEMENTARY (see next page for older elementary)

Small Group Discussion Guide
Sunday, Jan 12
THE GOSPEL PROJECT


LESSON: Ten Commandments (Exodus 19-20 & 31)
KEY PASSAGE: There is no one holy like the Lord. There is no one besides you! And there is no rock like our God. ~1 Samuel 2:2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do we need to be saved? People are sinful and cannot save themselves.
CHRIST CONNECTION: God gave His people commandments so they would know how
to honor Him and live rightly. Because of sin, no one is able to keep these commandments
perfectly. God sent His Son, Jesus, to live a perfect, sinless life. Jesus died and rose again so
that sinners can be forgiven.
STORY POINT: God gave commands to His people to show them how to love Him
and others.

GROUP DISCUSSION
SAY God gave commands to His people to show them how to love Him and others. How does obeying them show we love God and others? For example, how does not being jealous show we love God and others? Discuss how jealousy shows that we are not content with what God gave us and think we deserve or need something someone else has. Tell kids that when we don’t act in a jealous way, we reveal hearts that show we trust God loves us and has given us what we need. We show love to our neighbor when don’t become bitter toward them for having what we do not. (Option: Choose a volunteer to read Rom. 13:10.)
SAY Should we desire to obey God’s commands? Why? Discuss how obedience to God’s commands reveals that we love God and others. Tell kids that only obedience through faith in Christ pleases God because we are obeying with a heart that has been changed by the gospel. (Option: Choose a volunteer to read 1 John 5:2.)
SAY Why is it important that Jesus never sinned? Help kids understand that for sins to be forgiven, there must be a perfect sacrifice. Discuss how the Bible tells us that Jesus is the perfect sacrifice because He never sinned. Because of Jesus’ perfect life, death, and resurrection, all sinners who trust in Him will be forgiven. (Option: Choose a volunteer to read 1 Pet. 1:18-19.)
