
 

 

 
 
 

Silence (1-2 minutes) 
Sit silently for a minute as a way to center your heart and invite the Holy Spirit to help you 
listen to and receive God’s Word.   
 
Opening Prayer (2-3 minutes) 
 
Read: Galatians 1:11-24   
 
Devotional (30- 45 minutes) 
Galatians is written to several churches in Galatia and Paul wrote this to reset their view of the 
Gospel to turn them away from a “Jesus and” to just “Jesus”.  Paul is correcting the church 
that had fallen under a group of probably Jewish teachers who said that in order to be a 
Christian, you need to believe that Jesus is the Messiah AND also need to be following the 
rules of Torah.   In frustration (Gal 1:6) Paul tries to set them back on track to what he taught 
them when he originally established the churches.  The Big Idea of this study is: Go with 
Grace! 
 
Galatians 1:11-14: Paul’s Resume | It seems that some people were denigrating Paul’s views 
because he wasn’t a true apostle, one of the 12 that were with Jesus.  Paul starts this section 
as a resume to remind them who he was and the past he came from. 
 

1. If you were writing Paul’s resume, what would be the “resume summary statement” 
that you would write at the top of the resume? 

 
2. Why does Paul start with his time as a Pharisee? 

 
Galatians 1:15-20:  Paul’s Past | Paul reminds them of his story which you can read about in 
Acts 9 and how he met Jesus.  Paul’s identity was based on being a Pharisee and the passion 
to pursue anything that went against the Torah.  He just basically had the rug pulled out from 
under everything he worked for in his life and his mission to stamp out heresy against the 
Torah.  But he discovered that he was totally wrong his whole life. Paul essentially was trying 
to fight the “Jesus and …”  movement and focus on the Good News that Jesus’s teaching 
brought.  
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3. How would you react if you were Paul the day after he was blinded in Acts 9?    
 

4. What kinds of things do you suppose that Paul thought about for 3 years (1:17 – 1:18) 
 

5. What would Paul seek from Cephas (Peter) and why was this important to the people 
he was working against in Galatians? 

 
Galatians 1:21-24:  Paul’s Conversion Impact | Arthur Brooks from the Havard Business Review 
talks about Identity Crisis where people define who they are solely by their job, “I’m a 
successful, focus on “successful”, businessperson.  But, he says, “that’s an identity based on 
fear.  Because the minute you aren’t successful, then you ask yourself, well, who am I then?” 
 
The gospel comes to tell us that we don’t need to “do” to be loved by God or to be 
accepted as one of God’s people.  This totally depends on God’s mercy and doesn’t have a 
link to who I was/am.  That’s gone.  Now I’m in Christ.  I can “Go in Grace!” because of what 
God has done in me, and how God has changed me.  Others can glorify God because of His 
work in and through our lives. 
  

6. After three years, what are the rumors running around about Paul and what two points 
does Paul make?  (verse 22 and 24) Why is this important? 
 

7. What kind of identities do you find yourself putting on to call yourself a good 
Christian? 

 
8. What kinds of ways could you protect yourself from becoming focused on following 

the law rather than depending solely on God’s grace? 
 
Closing Prayer 
Our Father God, help us to keep the Good News of Jesus at the center of all we are and all 
we do.  Give us the courage and wisdom to share it, so that Your love and true peace may be 
known throughout the world.  Give us an identity rooted in You.   
 
Share Prayer Requests (10-15 minutes) 
 
 


