
 

 

 
 
 

Silence (1-2 minutes) 
Sit silently together as a group for a minute as a way to center your heart and invite the Holy 
Spirit to listen to and receive God’s Word. 
 
Opening Prayer (2-3 minutes) 
 
Read: Galatians 1:1–10 
 
Devotional 
What comes to mind when we think about God? Perhaps we think about God’s sacrifice of His 
Son on the cross or the characteristic of His never-ending love. In this week’s sermon, the 
beginning of a series on Galatians, the Galatians knew these things too, yet they distorted the 
original gospel of grace alone into the false gospel of Jesus plus. The first ten verses highlight 
the original gospel, the no-gospel gospel, and the question “Am I now trying to win the 
approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please people?” 
 

1. Name the first word about yourself that comes to mind. 
 

2. What does this word reflect about your relationship with yourself and with God? 
 

Read Galatians 1:3–5 | In Paul’s customary letter greeting, he identifies the senders of the 
letter and its recipients. He also often includes the phrase “Grace and peace to you from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”—period, end of sentence—which he follows with a 
blessing or prayer. The churches at Galatia, however, received a letter from a hopping-mad 
Paul. He completes his greeting not with a prayer or blessing but with the words “Grace and 
peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for our sins to 
rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 

 
3. Paul uses the phrase “the present evil age” in verse 4. What is the present evil age to 

you? 
 

4. Paul says Jesus died according to the will of our God and Father. What characteristics 
about God does this point to? What does this reflect about our relationship with God? 
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Read Galatians 1:6–7 | After greeting the churches of Galatia, Paul doesn’t let up on his 
language. His astonishment is clear, and he wants the Galatians to understand that adding to 
what Christ has done will take away everything Christ has done. 
 

5. Read verse 6. What does this verse tell you about sin? 
 

6. Read verse 7. What mixed messages (e.g., on social media, from loved ones, etc.) are 
throwing you into confusion about the grace of God? 

 
Galatians 1:10 | In verse 10, Paul hones his case: Who wants to serve multiple people when 
they can serve one? Whose approval matters? 
 

7. From whom are you seeking approval? Parents? Teachers? Friends? Why? 
 

In the midst of this evil age, only one gospel promises freedom, that is, this week’s Big Idea of 
“Christ plus nothing is freedom; Christ plus anything is bondage.” Only God the Father sent 
His Son the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for our sins, who was raised from the dead, 
to deliver us from our sins—and He did it because He wants a relationship with us. 

 
8. Write a prayer from verses 4 and 5: “Jesus, You gave Yourself for my sin of {fill in the 

blank} to rescue me from the present evil age. May I always remember You died 
because Your Father willed it. To God and Jesus be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 

 
9. Write a list of ways you are serving God and what areas you need to turn over to God. 

Celebrate your service in some way and brainstorm ways to serve God where you are 
not. 

 
Closing Prayer  
Thank you, God the Father, for sacrificing Your son for our sins, and thank you, Lord Jesus 
Christ, for following the will of God to die for our salvation. While there are many joyful things 
in the world, only You provide freedom from bondage. Free me from any no-gospel gospels 
and help me cling to the one true gospel. In Your name I pray. Amen. 

 
Share Prayer Requests (10-15 minutes) 
 


