The Power of the Cross Hidden in Weakness
I. Introduction: The Full Story Matters
· 1 Corinthians 1:18—cross as foolishness vs. power
· Importance of hearing the entire crucifixion story
· Central idea: God’s power is hidden in what looks like weakness
II. Jesus’ Silence Before Pilate
· Pontius Pilate questions Jesus
· Jesus refuses to defend Himself
· Purpose: fulfilling God’s plan, willingly accepting suffering
· Connection to nonviolent resistance (e.g., Martin Luther King Jr.)
III. The Great Exchange: Jesus and Barabbas
· Barabbas (guilty) is freed; Jesus (innocent) is condemned
· Foreshadowing of salvation: Jesus takes our place
· We are like Barabbas—set free through Christ
IV. The Crowd and Our Sin
· Religious leaders and crowds demand crucifixion
· Not just “them”—we also stand in that crowd through sin
· Romans 5: Christ died for us while we were still sinners
V. The Upside-Down Power of the Cross
· Those claiming responsibility for Jesus’ blood are actually cleansed by it
· Martin Luther: God’s love creates what is pleasing
· Grace is based on God’s love, not our worthiness
VII. God’s Hidden Work in Suffering
· Biblical examples (Joseph, David, Esther)
· Poem: “I Would Have Pulled Joseph Out”
· Key idea: what looks like suffering may be part of God’s greater plan
IX. Application: Trusting God’s Hidden Power
· God works through weakness, suffering, and confusion
· Invitation to reflect:
· How is God working through hardship?
· How might He be shaping you for His purposes?
Reflection Questions
1. Read 1st Corinthians 1:18-25. Why do you think the message of the cross can seem like “foolishness” to some people?
2. What does it mean to you that God’s power is revealed through weakness?
3. Read Matthew 27:11-14. What stands out to you about Jesus choosing not to defend Himself?
4. Read Matthew 27:15-18; 20-26. How does the story of Barabbas help you understand what Jesus has done for you?
5. In what ways do you see yourself in the crowd calling for Jesus’ crucifixion?
6. How does knowing that Jesus died “while we were still sinners” affect your view of God’s love?
7. Can you think of a difficult time in your life where something good eventually came from it?
8. Why is it hard to trust that God is working during suffering?
9. Where in your life right now does something seem like weakness or failure?
10. How might God be working in that situation in ways you cannot yet see?
11. What would it look like for you to trust God more in the middle of hardship?
12. How can the message of the cross shape the way you respond to struggles this week?

