A Good Day to Be a Dog (Matthew 15:21–28)
1. Introduction: Doodle the Dog
· Story about visiting Doodle, the Goldendoodle.
· Illustration of how even loved pets have boundaries in the family.
2. Boundaries in Jesus' Time
· Jews and Gentiles lived with strict social and religious divisions.
· The Canaanite woman crossed multiple cultural boundaries:
· She was a woman.
· She was a Gentile.
· Jesus' initial response reflected those cultural expectations.
3. The Surprise of the Story
· The woman persisted in faith despite rejection.
· Jesus praised her faith and healed her daughter.
· Faith—not ethnicity, status, or background—determines who belongs in God's family.
4. Our Modern Boundaries
· Consider who we instinctively avoid or judge.
· Politics, race, wealth, addiction, appearance, language, and lifestyle can create barriers.
· Jesus challenges our assumptions about who belongs.
5. We Are the Dogs Too
· We are tempted to identify with Jesus, but we actually resemble the undeserving recipients of grace.
· We are welcomed solely through faith in Christ.
· We must not keep others from the same grace we have received.
6. Living with Compassion
· Remember God's patience toward us.
· Extend that same compassion and forgiveness to others.
· Welcome fellow believers as brothers and sisters in Christ.
7. Conclusion
· Don't stand between others and God's love.
· Trust in Christ alone.
· Even "the crumbs" of God's grace are more than enough for eternal life.
Reflection Questions

1. Read Matthew 15:21-28. Why would Jesus' interaction with the Canaanite woman have shocked His original audience?
2. What does Jesus ultimately reveal about who belongs in God's kingdom?
3. Who are the people I naturally keep at a distance or find difficult to welcome?
4. What assumptions do I make about others based on appearance, background, or lifestyle?
5. How would I feel if Jesus praised the faith of someone I tend to judge?
6. How does remembering that I am saved only by grace change the way I view others?
7. Is there someone God may be calling me to welcome, serve, or show compassion toward?
8. What practical step can I take this week to reflect Christ's love to someone outside my comfort zone?
9. What does it mean that "it's a good day to be a dog" in light of the Gospel?
10. How does God's patient love for me motivate me to be patient and gracious with others?

