Agape Love: Choosing to Love as Christ Loves Us
I. Ruth, Boaz, and the Guardian-Redeemer
· Review of Ruth chapters 1–2:
· Ruth’s loyalty to Naomi
· God’s provision through Boaz
· Ruth 3 introduces Boaz as the guardian-redeemer
· Boaz demonstrates faithful, sacrificial love through his willingness to redeem and protect Ruth and Naomi
II. Our Culture’s View of Love vs. God’s View of Love
· Modern culture often reduces love to romance and feelings
· Scripture presents a deeper kind of love
· 1 John 4 teaches that true love comes from God
· “God is love” does not mean “anything goes”
· Christians are called to show love even toward people they disagree with
III. Different Kinds of Love
Hebrew Words for Love
· Ahavah – committed love
· Riyah – friendship love
· Dod – romantic/erotic love
Greek Words for Love
· Agape – unconditional, sacrificial love
· Philos – friendship
· Eros – romantic love
IV. Jesus as the Example of Agape Love
· God demonstrated love by sending Jesus
· Love is sacrificial: “He loved us and sent His Son”
· Real love gives of itself for the good of another
V. Agape Love Begins with Choice, Not Feelings
· Eros begins with feelings
· Agape begins with a decision
· We choose loving thoughts and actions even when feelings are absent
· Loving actions may eventually influence feelings
VI. Application and Challenge
· Think of one difficult relationship
· Begin praying for that person
· Intentionally show practical kindness
· Trust God to shape your heart over time
Reflection Questions
1. Read Ruth 3. How does the story of Ruth and Boaz demonstrate sacrificial and committed love?
2. In what ways does our culture define love differently than Scripture does?
3. Read 1 John 4:7-12. Why is it important to distinguish between agape love and romantic love?
4. Which description of biblical love stood out to you most in this message?
5. Read Romans 5:1-8. Why do you think God calls us to love even people we struggle with or disagree with?
6. What does Jesus’ sacrifice teach us about the true meaning of love?
7. Have you ever experienced someone showing you agape love? What impact did it have on you?
8. Why is “50/50” often not enough in relationships?
9. How can loving actions sometimes change our feelings over time?
10. Who is one person you find difficult to love right now?
11. What practical step could you take this week to show Christlike love toward that person?
12. How might practicing sacrificial love help others see Jesus more clearly?
