Resurrection Life Is for Now, Not Just Later
I. The Big Question: What Is the Resurrection For?
· 1 Corinthians 15: If Christ is not raised, faith is futile
· Common assumption: resurrection is only about going to heaven
· Key question: How does the resurrection affect your life today?
II. Challenging a Limited View of Faith
· If it’s only about heaven, why did Jesus remain 40 days?
· Why the teachings, healings, and focus on life on earth?
· Faith reduced to: “Believe → go to heaven” misses the bigger picture
III. A Bigger Vision: Life Transformation Now
· Resurrection is not either/or (now vs. later), but both/and
· Eternal life is real—but so is present transformation
IV. Apprenticeship to Jesus
· Disciples as apprentices learning a way of life
· John Mark Comer: modern Christianity often separates belief from discipleship
V. The Incomplete Gospel
· Common message: sin → Jesus → heaven
· True, but incomplete without transformation
· Belief alone (intellectual agreement) doesn’t necessarily change a life
VI. Jesus’ Teachings About Life Now
· Abundant life (John 10:10)
· Seek first the kingdom (Matthew 6)
· Rest for the weary (Matthew 11)
· Blessings in this life and the next (Mark 10)
VII. Discipleship Is Not Optional
· Matthew 7: not everyone who says “Lord” enters the kingdom
· Knowing Jesus = doing the will of God
· Warning passage meant to call us deeper, not create fear

VIII. From Belief to Practice
· Wise vs. foolish builders (Matthew 7)
· Faith is not just agreement—it is action
· Salvation = transformation, not just transaction
IX. Invitation to Respond
· Become an apprentice of Jesus:
· Spend time with Him (prayer)
· Learn from Him (Scripture)
· Live like Him (obedience)
· Practical next steps: small groups, habits, intentional living
· Resurrection power leads to a changed life now and forever

Reflection Questions
1. Before hearing this message, how would you have answered: “What is the resurrection for?”
2. Why do you think many people view Christianity mainly as a way to get to heaven?
3. Read 1st Corinthians 15:17. In what ways has your faith affected your daily life—not just your future?
4. Do you see your relationship with Jesus more as belief, or as apprenticeship? Why?
5. What does it mean to you personally to be an apprentice of Jesus?
6. Which of these areas do you need to grow in most: being with Jesus, becoming like Him, or doing what He did?
7. Have there been times when you treated faith like a “transaction” rather than a transformation?
8. What might need to change in your life if you fully embraced following Jesus daily?
9. Read John 10:10 and Matthew 11:28-30. Which of these promises do you most need to experience right now?
10. Read Matthew 7:21-27. What is one teaching of Jesus you know but struggle to put into practice?
11. What is one practical step you can take this week to grow as Jesus’ apprentice (prayer, Scripture, community, service)?
12. What might you need to say “yes” to—and what might you need to say “no” to—in order to follow Jesus more fully?
