1. Faith is more than thinking and talking about God
· Reading, listening, learning, and talking about faith are good.
· But they are only part of the Christian life.
· Micah 6:8 calls us to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with God.
2. Faith becomes visible when we put it into action
· Mission trips can be easy to avoid because we think we're either “too young” or “too old.”
· The Chicago mission team had opportunities to put what they had learned into practice.
· They demonstrated that faith isn't simply something they believe—it is something they live.
· 1 John 3:18: “Let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.”
3. We don't serve to earn salvation
· We are saved because of what Jesus has done for us, not because of what we do for Him.
· Good works don't earn God's favor.
· But because we have received God's grace, we are free to love and serve others.
· Matthew 25:40 reminds us that when we serve “the least of these,” we are serving Christ.
4. Stop talking about faith and live it out
· We will never know everything about God.
· We will never be perfectly prepared.
· But we can still do something.
· Don't just think about faith. Don't just talk about faith. Live it out.
Reflection Questions
1. Read 1st John 3:16-18. When it comes to my faith, do I spend more time learning and talking about it, or actually living it out?
2. Read Micah 6:6-8. What is one opportunity I have right now to put my faith into action?
3. What excuses might keep me from serving or helping others? 
(“I'm too young,” “I'm too old,” “I don't know enough,” “I'm too busy,” etc.)
4. Have you ever thought about going on a mission trip? What has kept you from doing it in the past? 
5. How does knowing that Jesus has already saved you change the way you think about serving others?
6. Read Matthew 25:31-40. Who is one person in my life who might experience God's love through something I do this week?
7. What is one thing I can stop merely talking about and start doing?

