Who is Welcome
1. Welcoming Is More Than an Idea
· Saying “everyone is welcome” is important, but people also need to feel welcome.
· People can feel like outsiders even when no exclusion is intended.
· The church should continually ask: “What is the experience of someone new?”
2. Seeing Church Through Fresh Eyes
· Many church traditions are familiar to longtime Christians but can be confusing to visitors.
· Explaining practices like the Apostles’ Creed helps newcomers understand what is happening.
· Welcoming people sometimes requires thoughtful adaptation without changing the Gospel.
3. The Church Is a Hospital for Sinners
· Jesus came for the sick, not the healthy.
· The church is not a museum for saints but a place of healing and grace.
· Everyone comes to church carrying brokenness and needing God’s mercy.
4. Our Witness Happens Every Day
· People learn about the church not only on Sunday but also through our daily interactions.
· How we live during the week shapes how others perceive Christ and His church.
· Our actions can either open or close doors for the Gospel.
5. Grace Comes Before Change
· Christ died for us while we were still sinners.
· People do not need to clean up their lives before coming to Jesus.
· The church walks alongside people as they grow in faith and discipleship.
6. Our True Identity Is Found in Christ
· Through forgiveness, God gives us a new identity.
· We are no longer defined by our sins or failures.
· In Christ, we are children of God and welcomed into His family.
Reflection Questions
1. Have you ever experienced feeling like an outsider? What contributed to that feeling?
2. What are some barriers—visible or invisible—that might make visitors feel unwelcome in church?
3. If you attended worship with no Christian background, what parts of the service might be confusing or intimidating?
4. Read 1st Corinthians 9:19-23. What are some practical ways St. John’s can help newcomers understand what is happening during worship so that they might return and learn more about Jesus?
5. Read Mark 2:17. Do you think people in our community see the church as a “hospital for sinners”? Why or why not?
6. Read 1 John 1:3-6. How can Christians demonstrate grace while also helping people grow as disciples of Jesus?
7. In what ways do our everyday interactions—in stores, schools, workplaces, or sporting events—shape people’s perceptions of Christianity?
8. Read Romans 5:1-8. How does the truth that “Christ died for us while we were still sinners” shape the way we welcome others?
9. What labels, failures, or past mistakes do people often carry with them? How does the Gospel give us a new identity?
10. What is one specific action you can take this week to help someone feel welcomed into the love of Christ?

