I. Opening Illustration: Faith Must Be Lived, Not Just Taught
· Jackie Robinson: character shaped through hardship
· Jackie Robinson Jr.: struggled early, later transformed
· Hearing truth is not enough—faith must be lived out personally
II. Confirmation: Owning Your Faith
· Baptism: faith given through family and God’s promise
· Confirmation: personal confession of faith
· We are saved by our faith in Jesus, not our parents’ faith
· The Holy Spirit continues to work transformation
III. Honoring the Role of Families
· Parents and families made faith a priority
· Created opportunities for faith to grow
· Drew “a line in the sand” against distractions
IV. Biblical Foundation: Choosing to Serve the Lord
· Joshua calls Israel to decision (Joshua 24): “Choose this day whom you will serve”
V. Teaching Before Understanding
· Illustration: training a dog to enjoy playing
· Sometimes we learn habits before we fully understand their value
· Faith practices (church, prayer, Scripture) grow into love over time
VI. Confirmation Is a Beginning, Not an Ending
· Not graduation, but a new stage of responsibility
· Transition into active participation in the church
· Call to mature faith and deeper engagement
VII. Ongoing Encouragement from Families
· Parents are not finished after confirmation
· Continued encouragement and modeling matter
· Goal: seeing faith lived out in everyday life
VIII. Living Out the Faith You’ve Learned
· Confirmands have been equipped; Now they are to put faith into practice
· Build life on the foundation of Christ
IX. Empowered by the Holy Spirit
· Confirmation includes prayer for the Spirit’s work
· God strengthens, guides, and equips believers
· Not just for eternal life—but for abundant life now
X. Conclusion: A Hopeful Future
· Celebration of this milestone
· Anticipation of what God will do through these young people
· Call to live boldly as followers of Jesus

Reflection Questions
1. What does it mean to you to “own” your faith rather than rely on someone else’s?
2. Why is it important that faith becomes personal?
3. Who has had the biggest impact on your faith journey so far?
4. How have your family or mentors helped shape your relationship with God?
5. Can you think of something you practiced before you fully understood its value?
6. How might that apply to spiritual habits like prayer or attending church?
7. Read Joshua 23:14-15. What does it look like in your life to “choose this day whom you will serve”?
8. What are some challenges that might make it difficult to follow Jesus daily?
9. Read Matthew 7:24-27. Which spiritual practice (prayer, Scripture, service, worship) do you want to grow in next?
10. How can you begin putting your faith into practice this week?
11. What role does the Holy Spirit play in helping you live out your faith?
12. How can you rely more on God’s strength rather than your own?

