1. The Most Important Question: How Are We Saved?
· Salvation is a matter of life and death.
· We are saved by faith in Jesus Christ alone.
· Jesus has already paid the entire bill through His death on the cross.
2. The 73-Cent Problem
· Like the little boy trying to pay for a meal that his father already paid for, we often try to contribute to our salvation.
· Our good works are not insufficient because they are too small; they are unnecessary because Jesus has already paid the debt.
· Even after becoming Christians, we naturally drift back toward trying to earn God’s approval.
3. Dead People Can’t Save Themselves
· Paul does not answer the question of sin by talking about morality, he talks about death and life. 
· Through faith and baptism, we have died with Christ.
· Our old salvation projects are finished.
4. Baptism: The Death That Gives Life
· Luther described physical death as a “little dog” that can bark but cannot destroy believers.
· In baptism, our old selves were put to death.
· God has already welcomed us into His family.
· Christians live with one foot in this world and one foot already in eternity.
5. Grace Offends Our Pride
· We often want to contribute something.
· We want God to notice our efforts and reward our goodness.
· Yet grace says: “Jesus loves you . . . deal with it.”
6. Alive to God: Living Without Fear
· We no longer have to fear God’s punishment.
· God is not watching us in order to catch us failing.
· He watches us because He loves us.
· Avoiding sin becomes a matter of love and wisdom rather than fear.
7. Living for Others
· The church does not exist primarily for us.
· The church exists for those who need Jesus.
· Christians discover purpose not by focusing on themselves but by serving others.
· Jesus came not to be served but to serve.
8. Losing Your Life to Find It
· True joy comes through giving rather than receiving.
· Spiritual growth often happens when we help others encounter Jesus.
· Because God has secured our future, we are free to focus on our neighbors.
Reflection Questions
1. Why do you think people naturally try to earn God’s approval even after hearing about grace?
2. Which part of the “73-cent illustration” connects most with your own faith experience?
3. Read Romans 6:1-11. What does Paul mean when he says that we have “died to sin”?
4. How does understanding baptism as a death and resurrection change the way you think about your identity as a Christian?
5. Why can God’s grace sometimes make people uncomfortable or even angry?
6. In what ways have you viewed church primarily in terms of what it does for you?
7. How does knowing that God has already secured your salvation free you from fear?
8. What is the difference between obeying God out of fear and obeying God out of love?
9. Read Matthew 16:24-25. sJesus said, “Whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.” Where have you experienced joy through serving others?
10. Who is one person in your life that God may be inviting you to serve, encourage, or share your faith with this week?

