Romans 12:1–8
Theme
Because Christ gave everything for us, we respond by offering our whole lives as living sacrifices to God.
I. Worship Is More Than One Hour a Week
Romans 12:1
· The Mayan understanding of sacrifice reminds us that worship has always involved one's whole life.
· Christians reject human sacrifice, but Scripture still calls us to sacrifice—not by dying, but by living for Christ.
· Worship is not confined to Sunday morning; it encompasses our entire lives.
II. Worship Happens Wherever God Sends You
Romans 12:2
· A renewed mind changes how we see everyday life.
· "Wherever you go, make disciples..." (Matthew 28)
· Every vocation becomes an opportunity to glorify God: Work, School, Home, Play
III. Worship Means Serving Others
Romans 12:3–8
· God gives different gifts to different people.
· The Church is a body, not an audience.
· Every believer has a place to serve.
· Serving Christ often looks ordinary but has eternal significance.
Conclusion
Jesus first offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice for us.
Because of His mercy, we now joyfully offer our lives back to Him.
"In view of God's mercy...offer your bodies as a living sacrifice."
Reflection Questions
1. Read Romans 12:1-8. What does Paul mean by a "living sacrifice"? How is this different from the sacrifices of the Old Testament or the practices of other religions?
2. Why does Paul begin with the words "in view of God's mercy" before calling us to live sacrificially?
3. According to Romans 12:2, what does it mean to have our minds renewed?
4. When you hear the word worship, what immediately comes to mind? Has today's message expanded that understanding?
5. Which area of your life is easiest to see as worship: Home, work, school, church, recreation, relationships? Which areas is the hardest?
6. Are there parts of your life that you have unintentionally kept separate from your faith?
7. Read Colossians 3:23-24. What is one ordinary activity this week that you can intentionally do "as unto the Lord"?
8. How could your actions speak about Jesus before your words ever do?
9. Read Romans 12:4-8 again. Has God given you gifts that could be used more intentionally to serve your church or community?
10. What is one practical step you will take this week to offer your life as a "living sacrifice"?

