1. The Temptation of Success and Power
· The story from And the Shofar Blew illustrates how good intentions can slowly become compromise.
· The pastor wanted to serve God, but eventually pursued influence and success according to worldly standards.
· Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians that “the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.”
· Christians and churches continually face the temptation to trust human methods more than God’s ways.
2. Israel Wanted a King
· In 1 Samuel, Israel desired to be like the surrounding nations.
· Rather than trusting God as their King, they sought security through political and military power.
· God warned them about the consequences, but they insisted.
· Their story demonstrates how easily God’s people place their hope in worldly strength.
3. The Church’s Historical Struggle with Power
· Throughout history, the church has often sought influence, protection, and cultural acceptance.
· After Constantine, Christianity gained social power, but this also created new temptations.
· In Nazi Germany, many church leaders compromised the gospel for political security, while faithful witnesses such as Dietrich Bonhoeffer remained steadfast.
· The pattern repeats: fear leads to seeking power, power leads to compromise, and compromise damages the church’s witness.
4. The Church Is Called to Be Different
· Jesus prayed that His followers would be “in the world but not of the world.”
· Scripture teaches that suffering, opposition, and weakness are often part of faithful discipleship.
· The church loses something important when it becomes too comfortable or too dependent upon worldly influence.
· God’s strength is often revealed through weakness rather than power.
5. What the Church Is Called to Do
· Preach the gospel, baptize and forgive sins.
· Care for the poor and serve neighbors.
· Make disciples and bear witness to Christ.
· Christians can participate in society, seek justice, and serve their communities, but political victories cannot accomplish what only Christ can do.
6. Following the Crucified King
· Jesus rejected Satan’s offer of worldly power.
· He chose servanthood, suffering, forgiveness, and ultimately the cross.
· Christians are called to follow Jesus’ example of humility and trust.
· God remains faithful even when His people fail and continually calls His church back to repentance and dependence upon Him.

Reflection Questions
1. What stood out to you most from the story of the pastor in And the Shofar Blew? Why?
2. In what ways are Christians today tempted to believe that greater influence or power will accomplish God’s work?
3. Read 1 Samuel 8. Why do you think Israel wanted a king “like the other nations”? How do we sometimes want to be like the world around us?
4. Read 1st Corinthians 1:18-25. Paul writes that “the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom.” What are some examples of God’s ways appearing weak or foolish to the world?
5. How can suffering, opposition, or difficulty strengthen a Christian’s faith?
6. What dangers arise when the church becomes too closely aligned with political or cultural power?
7. Read John 17:14-16. Jesus prayed that His followers would be “in the world but not of the world.” What does that look like in everyday life?
8. Which of the church’s primary callings—preaching the gospel, making disciples, caring for the poor, forgiving sins, serving neighbors—do you think is most neglected today and why?
9. How does Jesus’ example of humility, servanthood, and sacrifice challenge our ideas about success?
10. Where do you personally find yourself placing your hope: in human strength, cultural influence, political solutions, or Christ alone?
11. What would it look like for our congregation to trust God’s timing and God’s ways more deeply?
12. What is one practical step you can take this week to follow the example of our crucified King through humility, service, or trust in God?

