"The Kingdom of Heaven: God's Favor Through Jesus"
I. The Question We All Ask
· The parable of the net raises an important question: "Am I a good fish or a bad fish?"
· We naturally wonder if we have done enough to please God.
· Left to ourselves, we all fall short of God's perfect standard.
II. God Doesn't Play Fair—He Shows You Favor
· If God treated us only according to what we deserve, none of us would have hope.
· Because of Jesus, God shows us undeserved favor.
· We are declared righteous by grace, not because of our goodness but because of Christ's righteousness.
III. The Kingdom of Heaven Is God's Work
· Mustard Seed: God plants the seed; He gives the growth.
· Yeast: God's kingdom quietly transforms lives from the inside out.
· Salvation is God's gift from beginning to end.
IV. Discovering the Treasure
· The hidden treasure and priceless pearl show the incomparable value of knowing Jesus.
· Some people are searching for God, while others encounter Him unexpectedly.
· When we truly see Jesus, our priorities are transformed.
V. Baptism: A Small Beginning with an Extraordinary Promise
· In baptism, God plants the seed of faith through His promises.
· Growth comes through the work of the Holy Spirit, not through our efforts.
· God's promises remain true throughout our lives.
VI. Our Confidence Is in Jesus
· We are not "good enough."
· Jesus is good enough for us.
· Because of Him, we can stop wondering if we've done enough and begin living in the joy of God's grace.




Reflection Questions
1. When you hear Jesus describe the separation of the "good fish" and the "bad fish," what thoughts or emotions do you experience?
2. Why do you think people naturally believe they must earn God's approval?
3. The sermon says, "God doesn't play fair—He shows you favor for Jesus' sake." What does that statement mean to you?
4. Read Matthew 13:31-33. How do the parables of the mustard seed and the yeast encourage you when your faith feels small or your spiritual growth seems slow?
5. Read Matthew 13:44-46. The treasure and the pearl changed the lives of those who discovered them. When have you experienced Jesus becoming more precious or real to you?
6. Pastor Broers described realizing in seminary that salvation was truly a gift. Has there been a time when the gospel became clearer or more meaningful in your own life?
7. Baptism was described as God planting a seed through His promises. How does remembering your baptism (or reflecting on the meaning of baptism) give you confidence in God's love?
8. What areas of your life still tempt you to measure yourself by your performance instead of resting in Christ's righteousness?
9. Read Romans 8:38-39. Romans teaches that nothing can separate us from God's love in Christ. How does that promise speak to the fears or uncertainties you are facing today?
10. This week, how can you live differently because your confidence rests not in being "good enough," but in God's grace through Jesus?

