I. God Can Bring Great Good Out of Great Tragedy
· Review Ruth's story: loss, loyalty, provision, and redemption.
· Boaz marries Ruth after the closer guardian-redeemer declines.
· Ruth and Boaz become part of the family line that leads to King David and ultimately to Jesus.
II. We Often Cannot See God's Work in the Moment
· It is difficult to recognize God's purposes while suffering is happening.
· Avoid simplistic answers and clichés during times of grief.
· We do not always know what God is doing, but we trust that He is doing something.
III. God Is Working Even When We Cannot See It
· Contemporary Christian songs remind us that God is always at work.
· Example of Joni Eareckson Tada:
· Tragic accident led to lifelong paralysis.
· God used her suffering to impact countless lives.
· The accident was not good, but God brought good through it.
IV. We See the Backside of the Tapestry
· Life often appears tangled, confusing, and unfinished.
· God sees the completed picture while we see only loose ends and knots.
· Looking back on our lives and the life of the church often reveals God's faithfulness.
V. God's Timing Is Often Different Than Ours
· Illustration of the Chinese bamboo tree:
· Years of unseen growth underground.
· Sudden visible growth later.
· God may be doing important work beneath the surface that we cannot yet see.
VI. The Cross and Resurrection Are Our Greatest Proof
· The crucifixion appeared to be a terrible defeat.
· God transformed the worst event in history into the means of salvation.
· If God can bring resurrection out of a cross, He can bring hope out of our suffering.
· Faith trusts that God is working even when we cannot yet see the finished picture.



Reflection Questions
1. Read Ruth chapter 4. How does the ending of Ruth's story demonstrate how God works in difficult circumstances?
2. Read Romans 8:28. Why is it often difficult to see God's purposes while we are experiencing suffering?
3. What is the difference between saying "God is working" and claiming to know exactly what God is doing?
4. Can you think of a difficult season in your life where you later saw God bring something good from it?
5. What "backside of the tapestry" situations are you facing right now?
6. Where are you tempted to believe that God is absent or inactive?
7. How can you encourage someone who is suffering without offering simplistic answers or clichés?
8. What can you learn from Joni Eareckson Tada's response to suffering?
9. How does the illustration of the bamboo tree challenge your understanding of God's timing?
10. Why is Jesus' death and resurrection the ultimate example of God bringing good out of suffering?
11. How does the resurrection give you hope when life feels confusing or painful?
12. What would it look like this week to trust that God is still working, even in an area of life where you cannot yet see the outcome?

