I. Grace Removes Condemnation, Not Earthly Consequences
· Opening illustration: The Death of the Pastor's Wife documentary raises the question of how the church should respond when spiritual leaders sin.
· Story of the death-row inmate who came to faith but still faced execution.
· Romans 8:34—Christ has removed our condemnation.
· God's forgiveness is complete, but earthly consequences often remain.
II. David's Repentance and God's Justice (2 Samuel 12)
· David sinned through adultery and murder.
· Nathan confronted David, who repented.
· God forgave David, yet the consequences remained.
· Grace and justice are not opposites; both reveal God's holiness.
III. Forgiveness Is Not the Same as Restored Trust
· Churches sometimes confuse forgiveness with immediate restoration to leadership.
· Forgiveness is freely given through Christ.
· Trust and qualification for leadership must be rebuilt over time.
· Illustration: A banker who steals may be forgiven but still be unfit to handle money.
IV. God's Discipline Is an Expression of His Love
· Hebrews 12:10–11 teaches that discipline produces righteousness.
· God used consequences to restore David's heart.
· The Prodigal Son was joyfully welcomed home, but the consequences of his choices remained.
V. Accountability Protects the Church (1 Timothy 5)
· Honor faithful spiritual leaders.
· Investigate credible accusations fairly and carefully.
· Public sin requires appropriate correction.
· Loving accountability strengthens the church's witness to the world.
VI. Our Hope Is in Christ
· Jesus bore our eternal condemnation on the cross.
· Earthly consequences do not mean God has rejected us.
· Because we are secure in Christ, we can repent honestly, forgive generously, and practice loving accountability.
· Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.


Reflection Questions
1. Have I ever expected God's forgiveness to remove all the consequences of my choices? Why?
2. Read 2nd Samuel 12:1-14. Is there an area of my life where I need to confess sin instead of trying to hide or excuse it?
3. How can I distinguish between extending forgiveness and restoring trust?
4. Read Hebrews 12:10-11. Have I experienced God's loving discipline in my life? What did He teach me through it?
5. Read 2nd Timothy 5. How should the church balance grace, accountability, and justice when spiritual leaders fall into sin?
6. Am I praying for and supporting my church's leaders while also valuing biblical accountability?
7. Is there a consequence I need to entrust to God instead of resisting or resenting?
8. Who do I need to forgive, even while recognizing that appropriate consequences or boundaries may still be necessary?
9. How does knowing that Jesus has removed my eternal condemnation give me hope in the midst of earthly consequences?

