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 I wrestled in both junior high and high school. 

However, I wasn’t very good at it. I didn’t have the 

strength or the instincts to do very well and I certainly 

didn’t enjoy myself. Every day I would be sick to my 

stomach dreading going to practice after school. I was 

miserable. So why was I wrestling? Because I loved football and our  

defensive line coach was the head wrestling coach. I had heard that if 

you wanted a starting spot on the football team, then you had better be a 

wrestler . . . so that’s what I did.  

 However, before the season started in my junior year, I was given 

the opportunity to play string bass in a large high school symphony on 

the weekends. That would mean that I would miss most of the wrestling 

tournaments. I didn’t want to stop wrestling because I wanted the best 

chance to play on the defensive line in football, but I cared more about 

improving at music. Therefore, the decision was pretty easy. I didn’t go 

out for wrestling anymore and I started practicing my bass a lot more 

and, eventually, went on to receive my Masters degree in Double Bass 

Performance at the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music. 

 Imagine if I had kept on being a bad wrestler to impress my 

coach instead of changing my focus to follow what God had placed as a 

passion in my heart? A lot of things might have changed in my life and 

not for the better. I sometimes think about this experience when I am 

looking at the things we do as a church as well. I like to ask the question: 

Who are we doing this for? Because once we focus on our mission as a 

church, it will be much easier to know when to stop certain activities and 

when to start others. 

 In a recent sermon, I asked the question about why we come to 

church. Do you come to church because God needs you to? Well, that 

sounds very nice and religious, but God actually doesn’t need you to 

worship Him. So then, is the church here to fulfill your needs? I mean, 

that sounds good too, but if we start thinking like that then church  

becomes just like any other product that we consume in our society. We 

can start becoming so focused on what makes us happy that we start to 

think of church like Burger King—we want everything at church to be 

our way.  
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Staff & Contact Information 

Office Hours:  8-5 Tue-Fri 

Telephone: (712)546-8855      
 

 

Web Home Page:   www.stjohnslemarsia.org 

Email:  stjohns@stjohnslemarsia.org 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Steven Broers    broers@stjohnslemarsia.org 

Minister of Music:  Michael Rathke  mrathke@stjohnslemarsia.org 

Office Manager:  Kim Lang     kim@stjohnslemarsia.org 

Part-time Office Assistant: Connie Kellen 
     assistant@stjohnslemarsia.org  

Facilities Manager: Todd Oetken   custdn@stjohnslemarsia.org 

Sunday School Supt.: 
   Beth Larson elizabethrgraf@hotmail.com 
  

 
Church Council 

 
Becky DeRuyter - President  Adam Schmidt - V. President 

Pam Roling - Secretary, Missions Bill Young - Treasurer  

Tammy Lee - Spiritual Growth Dick Milne - Property   

Joey Posivio - Property  Doug Carlsen - Endowment 

Cindy Kamies - Outreach  Milo Duque - Spiritual Growth 

Lisa Erdmann - Inreach  Katie Gerloff - Youth Ministry 

Hope Majeres - Worship  

For contact info call 546-8855 or email stjohns@stjohnslemarsia.org 

A Little Free Pantry always needs donations.  No one needs to know, 
shop for non-perishable items (quick snacks are best) and drop them off at 
the Pantry.  Please avoid items that may melt or glass that may break.  
Thanks!  

http://www.stjohnslemarsia.org
mailto:stjohns@stjohnslemarsia.org
mailto:kim@stjohnslemarsia.org
mailto:custdn@stjohnslemarsia.org
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Rejoice! Food Bank Distribution is the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
from 4 - 5 pm.  If you are in need, please call 548-4430 or email  
rejoice@hotmail.com. The Table at Rejoice has new hours. They are 
open every Tuesday, except the 2nd Tuesday of the month, from 5 - 6 
pm. Every Wednesday from 12 - 2 pm. Only once a month visits are  
allowed to The Table. 

Sunnybrook Hope Center Food Pantry Distribution is 
the 3rd Monday each month from 6 - 8 pm by appt. Located 
West of Le Mars Fareway. Make a reservation through the 
QR Code or go to 
www.sunnybrookchurch.churchcenter.com/people/forms/399133   

SHARE THE WORD OF GOD BY SPONSORING 
FORTRESS OF FAITH, a half hour recording of the 
church service broadcast on 1410 KLEM/AM on  
Sundays at 1 pm. Your name and reason for  
sponsoring will be included in the broadcast. The cost to 
sponsor this is $25.  SPONSORS ARE NEEDED! 
 

SPONSOR A RADIO MESSAGE, which airs on Fridays on KLEM,  
advertising our service information for the upcoming weekend, and costs $10.  
CALL THE CHURCH TO SPONSOR! You can sponsor either (or both!) of 
these in memory or in honor of a loved one, in honor of an anniversary or  
birthday, or you can sponsor anonymously as a friend of St. John’s. 712-546-
8855  THANK YOU SO MUCH! 
 

Watch St. John’s worship services on CABLE 
CHANNEL 12 on Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm, or 
on the St. John’s website, ww.stjohnslemarsia.org 
listed under Video Sermons on the left side of the 
home page. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED….Please consider becoming a Foster Grandpar-
ent or Senior Companion.  

If you love to spend time with children, the Foster Grandparent program may 
be what you are looking for. Foster Grandparents assist and spend time with 
children at local schools and childcare centers. 

Would you like to make a difference for adults in your community? Senior 
Companions assist adults to remain independent by providing socialization, 
visitation, and  
transportation services. 

Here are some benefits that also come with working with this organization: Tax
-free stipend, transportation reimbursement, meal reimbursement and friendship 
and lasting relationships.  Call 712-476-2628 to find out more information! 
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But believe it or not, the church is here for the sake of others! The 

church can help us serve our community and bring Jesus to those who 

have not heard about Him yet. Church is not a country club where our 

goal is to please our members. It is meant to be a hospital for people 

who are broken and in need of spiritual healing. Church is not about us.  

When we are deciding whether to move forward with a project or 

to stop an activity, we always need to lead with the question: Who are we 

making this decision for? Are we finding ways to welcome everyone and 

make disciples? Are we trusting Jesus and empowering leaders? Or are 

we just thinking about making everyone comfortable or keeping some-

one happy? When we lead with our mission in mind, decisions become 

much easier to make. 

It can also help you in your spiritual life. Are you doing the 

things that God has placed a passion in your heart to do? Or are you 

stuck doing things that you don’t enjoy for fear of disappointing  

someone else? Are there things that you need to say “No” to in order to 

say “Yes” to getting involved in other areas? This month, take an  

inventory of your activities and your responsibilities and make sure that 

you are spending your time doing things that you truly value. Because 

once you start living out God’s will for your life, your daily decisions 

become much easier and the joy of the Lord will be much more likely to 

fill your heart. Amen.   

A quick reminder...Church expenses don’t take a  
Summer Vacation. When you are traveling this summer, 
why not try Tithely or our ACH Giving Program. These 
are a great way to be sure your offerings get to church, 
even when you aren’t able to.  See Kim in the office to 
sign up! 

Dear St. John’s family,  

Thank you so much for all the care you have shown to our family with 
Kristy’s recent surgery. The meals, cleaning and especially the prayers 
have been such a help to our family. Thank you also to those who have 
helped with little Stephen during church. We continue to feel so 
blessed to be a part of this community.  
  Thank you again and God bless you!  
      The Broers family 
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CHURCH RECORDS 

 FOR JUNE 

 
Transfer Out:  
                 Sheri Beitelspacher 

If you would  
like to supply  

ALTAR  
FLOWERS  

in honor of an  
occasion or in 

memory of  
someone, please 
call the office to 
make arrangements.  546-8855 

 
Service Times for Summer 

 

 9:30 am Blended Worship 
 

All services are now Live Streaming 
to Facebook and YouTube.   

Remember These People in Prayer:   
Scott, Tim Lohafer, Jae’cion, Nancy H., Bellamy, Hanna Francksen-Small, 
Kristy, Nash, Diane K., Denise, Angie, Carolyn, and Jason; Ongoing  
Prayers: Mason Sitzmann, Missy Rarrat, Alex Hines, Taelynn Ortmann, 
Kendra, Sherry Jo Wittkop, Jen, and Diane Riediger; Care Facility  
Residents: Good Samaritan - Russ Martfeld, Lorraine Luksan, Dennis 
Asche; Accura Health - Patty Lubben, Bob & Nancy Potter; Stonebridge 
Suites - Joanne Klohs, Lynne Bogh, Roger Athens; Floyd Senior Living - 
Diane Utesch; Heartland Care Center - Le Ann Hurlbut; Happy Siesta -  
Eleanor Westhoff, Wade Thompson 
Sympathies to the family and friends of Ruth Peters, who passed away June 
1st. Funeral services were held on Friday, June 5th at Rexwinkel Funeral 
Homes. 
Sympathies to the family of Beth Finzen, who passed away May 30th. St. 
John’s family includes Jeannette and Jeff Davis and Gabe and Amy Davis 
family. 
Sympathies to the family and friends of Dakota Acevedo, who passed away 
June 5th. St. John’s family includes Megan Dimmick and family. 
Congratulations to Tanner & Kayla (Kellen) Rodman, who were married at 
St. John’s on June 13th. 
 

COFFEE IS ON!!! The coffee bar will be ready at 9:30 am  
Sunday mornings! Come early or stay after. Grab a cup of coffee 
and a Lally’s donut hole, or two! Free will donations are  
appreciated.  Enjoy!! 
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If you wish to stay informed on what is 
happening in the NALC, you can go to: 
www.thenalc.org/newsletter  
and subscribe.  You will receive  

informative newsletters by email.  Sign up today to receive the 
“NALC News.”  You can also go to www.thenalc.org for the main 
church website. 
 
To stay up to date on what is happening  
in the LCMC, go to this link to sign up 
for their e/newsletter.   
https://mailchi.mp/ed05627605ee/lcmc    
You can also go to  www.lcmc.net for the 
main church website. Printed materials may also be found on the 
information tables in the lobby and north entryway. 

ST. JOHN’S MINISTRY PARTNERS 

St. John’s is supporting the following agencies with Benevolence funds 

in 2026: 

• Lutheran Services in Iowa                   LSIowa.org 

• Lutheran World Relief                         LWR.org 

• Ingham Lake Bible Camp                    www.okoboji.org/ingham 

• Global Health Ministries         www.ghm.org 

 

We encourage you to go to each of these agencies websites to read more 

about the good work they do. 

Noisy Offerings will be collected on 
July 26th. Designations are TBD.  
Remember to mark on your calendars 
the last Sunday of the month, Noisy  
Offering Sunday!!  Thanks in  
advance from your Outreach Team! 
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BLESSINGS TO:   
7/1: Brad Pick, Iris Hemmingson,  
       Caelee Husk 

7/2: Rob Sudtelgte, Paulette Detloff,  
        Marilyn Palmer 

7/3: Ronald Borchers 

7/4: David Mairose, Tammy Lee 

7/5: Donna Heeren, Rick Kray 

7/6: Byron Osterbuhr, Jackson Majeres,  
       Jason Jauron, Charlie Junck 

7/7: Codie Kellen, Leroy Schulz 

7/9: James Brownmiller, Mike Hoffman 

7/10: Rhonda Justice 

7/11: Quinton Gengler, Kylie Jensen 

7/12: Bobbie Cray, Kylie Hessenius, Ned MaComb 

7/13: Ande Burdette, Elvira Nielsen, Travis Hansen 

7/14: Dylan Harms, Linda Mayrose, Nolan Grage 

7/15: Michael Ladenthin, Atosha Sturgeon, Linda Oloff 

7/17: Robert Hoffman, Walt Kleinhesselink, Erica Witt, Braya Niehus 

7/18: Bonnie Harms, John Erdmann, Lux Westhoff 

7/19: Carly Ladenthin, Bette Miller 
7/20: Allison Kruse 

7/21: Hanna Francksen-Small, Conner Hargens, Hadlee Hall,  
         Brittany Kern 

7/22: Rhett Kern, Janet Lohafer, Adam Heitritter, Paige Anthony 

7/23: Carol Fischer, Rhonda Tammen 

7/24: Julie Sargisson, Maisie Britt, Paul Williams, Twila Borchers 

7/25: Avery Bogh, Jo Ellen Cronin, Kennedy McInnis, Oliver Carpenter 

7/26: Gabe Davis, Todd Brownmiller, Wayne Heien, Blakely Niehus,  
         Allan Witt, Devin Royalty 

7/27: Brittney Farmer, Emily Reinking, Mary Shea 

7/28: Gwen Hart 

7/29: Ken Freyermuth, Alonso Hernandez, Maslyn Meyers 

7/30: Theresa Brownmiller 

7/31: Brad Kuiken, Jill Young, Calvin Koopman 
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Treasurer’s Report 

1) May 2026 

Our Operating Checking Account decreased $2008 to 

$28,060 in May. $12,518 of Benevolence Liabilities 

due as of May 31.  

2) We continue to be debt free.  

3) Offerings of $45,493 in May with 2026 year-to-date total of 

$208,324. This year-to-date total compares favorably to 2025  

total of $188,031, 2024 total of $195,899, and 2023 total of 

$203,275.  

4) May operating expenses of $45,534 as compared to budget of 

$49,830. We paid our final $4000 installment of our $12,000  

contract to Unstuck group company in May. In addition, we paid our 

final installment of $39,331 of our $157,324 contract to the Elevator  

company.  

5) Continued good news on Endowment fund as we had a $12,651  

investment gain in May. 2026 Year to date gain is now $50,716.  

Bill Young 

Church Treasurer 

 

HOME COMMUNION  

If you or someone you know is homebound and would 
like visits and communion from Pastor Broers and our 

Visitation Team, please contact the office and let us know. Our phone 
number is 712-546-8855.  Thanks! 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD DONATIONS We 
are starting early to collect for this project. Donations can be 
left in the marked box near the Resource Room. Thanks! 
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RightNow MEDIA 
Welcome to “Pastor Steven’s Picks.” You can 
find these in the St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Custom Library under “Pastor Steven’s Picks” 
when you login to your RightNow Media account.  

 
I hope that you will take advantage of these videos and the over 25,000 other 
videos on all kinds of spiritual topics. They can really help you grow in your 
faith!  
       – Pastor Broers 
The Lie You Don’t Know You Believe – Jennie Allen 
Most of us have been living inside a lie so long it feels like the truth. It has  
quietly shaped our identity, our relationships, and even how we see God. In this 
six-session series, author and speaker Jennie Allen pulls back the curtain on the 
enemy’s oldest trick—and shows us how to dismantle his lies with the spiritual 
authority we already have in Christ. Whether you’re struggling to feel worthy, 
wrestling with fear, or longing to break old patterns, this study will equip you to 
silence the lies with God’s Word and unleash lasting transformation in Christ. 
 

The Book of 2nd Peter – Kyle Idleman 
How Do We Resist False Teaching? Can we trust Scripture? Why is God taking 
so long to set everything right? What should Christians focus on in the 
 meantime? Confusion about how and why God acts the way he does has always 
troubled the church. That’s why the apostle Peter warned the early church about 
patterns of false teaching that could lure people away from trusting in God. 
In this six-session series through 2 Peter, author and pastor Kyle Idleman will 
show that regardless of the century, culture, or innovation, we can be confident 
that God will ultimately accomplish his purposes. As we wait for Jesus to return 
in judgment and glory, we must make every effort to become more like him in 
everything we do. 
 
Everyday Revolutionary – J.D. Greear  
How to Transcend the Culture War and Transform the World Tired of being a 
pawn in the culture war? Feeling squeezed between political and theological 
extremes? How do we live faithfully when we don't feel at home in this 
 increasingly secular culture? Pastor and Bible teacher J. D. Greear calls us to 
reimagine our Christian witness in today’s world. In this practical and  
encouraging six-session series, discover biblical insights for witnessing well in 
our polarized, post-Christian world. 

Have you ever been interested in reading the Bible in a 
Year?  Summer is a great time to start! You can find a 
reading schedule on the information table in the lobby 
to assist you in studying God’s word in 2026.   Pick up 
your copy soon and get started!!! 
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St. John’s next Red Cross Blood Drive will 

be held on August 10th. Time TBD. 
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DIRECTORIES Be sure to check your emails for a code to set up the 
“Online” directory through the “MyUCD” App or on your desktop. If 
you did not have your picture taken, you can now purchase a hard copy 
from the office for $15.00. Call the office with questions.      
Correction to the new directory...Lavonne Wiener  Cell # 540-6315   
Home # 541-6015. 

Thank you to these St. John’s members who have  

delivered Meals on Wheels in June. And a special 

“thank you” to Denny Plueger for arranging this  

schedule. Drivers included: Twila Borchers, Ron 

Schulz, Loren Pageler, Monte & Ellen Russell, John 

& Lorene Rexwinkel, Mike & Brenda Haverhals, and 

Denny Plueger. 

Bring a lawn chair. A freewill lunch will be served following the ser-
vice.  Bouncy house will be available for the kids. Don’t miss this day 
of fellowship with your St. John’s family!!! 
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Please turn in your newsletter articles by  

July 22. 

ELDERBERRIES 
Join St. John’s fellow seniors 55+ for an 
afternoon of fun and fellowship on July 
22nd @ 2 pm. We will meet in the  
Fellowship Hall. Please join us! 

WOMEN’S CIRCLES 
 

MONDAY, JULY 20 
1:30 PM Anna Circle, Library  
 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 15 
1:30 PM Dorcas Circle, Library  
 
 

All women are welcome to join St. John’s Women Circles.  Circle meet-
ings are held the 3rd Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday of each month. 
 
TUESDAY, JULY 14 DO-DAY 9 AM  

Join us from 9 am-3 pm as we put together quilts and kits for Lutheran 
World Relief and Global Health. If you can iron, sew, tie a knot, or use a 
scissors, we want you to join us! Please call the church office if you 
would like more information or pick up a booklet from the information 
table in the entryway or lobby to learn more about this women’s  
ministry!   

Please save your gently used Bibles and canceled postage stamps for  
Do-Day. These items can be placed in the designated baskets which are  
currently in the north entryway of the church.   

Check out the Bible Camp website: okoboji.org    
There are a lot of fun events happening  

for all ages coming up. 
 

TRAVEL CAMP TO MACKINAC ISLAND Oct. 4-10  This would 
be a great opportunity to travel with some great people to a great  
location! 

13 

 

Alter Guild 
 

Sunday, July 5 
Janet Kolker 
Sheri Harms 
 
Sunday, July 12: Outdoor Worship 
Rick & Sheri Harms 
Steve & Lynn Breuer 
 
Sunday, July 19 
Rod & Sandy LaBahn 
 
Sunday, July 26 
Krista Plueger 
Rhonda Justice 

Thank you to those serving St. John’s this month: 

          July Usher Schedule 
Ken Freyermuth & Adam Schmidt, 
Captains; Keith Westhoff, Brady 
Westhoff, Mike Haverhals, Glenn 
Kellen, Simon Kern, Dan Albert, 
Doug & Karen Carlsen 

Sound Board Schedule   

July 5 
Larry Brangwin - slides &video/sound 

July 19  
Sophia Brennan - slides  
Tim Larson - video/sound 

July 26  
Megan Brennan - slides  
Keith Westhoff - video/sound 

Worship Assistants Schedule   

Sunday, July 5 
Greeter: Rod & Sandy LaBahn 
 Cheryl Peyton 
Lector: Kristy Broers 
Communion Server: Jane Arnold 
       Dianne Baack 
                                  Dean Borchers 
 
Sunday, July 12: Outdoor Worship 
Greeter: Jane & Kent Westphal 
 Scott & Paula Kommes 
Lector: Kent Westphal 
Communion Server: Mark Kehrberg 
       Marylyn Muecke 
                                  Rose Heeren 
Sunday, July 19 
Greeter: Arlene Wiener 
 Harold & Tammy Lee 
Lector: Arlene Wiener 
Communion Server: Harold Lee 
       Tammy Lee 
                                  Arlene Wiener 
Sunday, July 26 
Greeter: Henry & Teri Herrig 
 Jeff & Mary Roder 
Lector: Iris Hemmingson 
Communion Server: Mary Roder 
       Henry Herrig 
                                  Teri Herrig   

      Acolytes Schedule 
 
Sunday, July 5 
Crucifer: Zoey Junck 
Acolyte: Hadley Klein 
 
Sunday, July 12: Outdoor Worship 
No Help Needed 
 
Sunday, July 19 
Crucifer: Owen Fintel 
Acolyte: Aiden Fintel 
    Bentley Hightree 
 
Sunday, July 26 
Crucifer: Mia Petsch 
Acolyte: Kinley Tingwald 
 Luke Britt  

Coffee Bar Schedule 

July 5 Sandy LaBahn 

July 19 Brenda Haverhals 

July 26 Sand LaBahn 
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A HUGE  thank you to all those  

that helped with  

Vacation Bible School  

this year. 

ADULT VOLUNTEERS  
Ashley Koopman - Coordinator  
Cassie Hines - Registration  
Beth Larson - 3rd-5th Grade  
Kristy Broers - Kindergarten  
Megan Brennan -1/2nd Grade  
Mikayla Westhoff - Registration/Crafts  
Karen Carlsen - Kitchen  
Pat Penning - Kitchen  
Alli Britt - Preschool  
Melissa Utesch - Kindergarten  
Dan & Julie Alberts - Host Family  
Paula & Scott Kommes - Host Family  

YOUTH VOLUNTEERS  
Luke Britt  
Ayleigh Bohlken  
Aleigha Bohlken  
Sophia Brennan  
Harper Clarey  
Anna Ferguson  
Kali Gerloff  
Megan Jeneary  
Norah Kellen  
Cameron Pauling  
Sophia Pauling  
Aynslee Schmidt  

KNEVEL/KEARNEY CONCERT If you were unable to attend the Duo Organ 

Concert, you can go to St. John’s YouTube Channel to view the  

performance. Use this link:  https://youtu.be/GS545hrbqaY or go 

to St. John’s website and scroll down on the home page to the social  

media links and click on YouTube.   

https://youtu.be/GS545hrbqaY
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