
I.	 GREETING OTHERS IS A COMMANDMENT 
(PHILIPPIANS 4:21—23)

	 A.	 It is a commandment that believers are to joyfully obey (2 John 12–13; 
3 John 13–14)

	 B.	 It is a spiritual duty that is a simple expression of love (1 John 4:19)

	 C.	 It is a relational duty that affirms the value of others in the body 
(Romans 16:1–16)

	 D.	 It is a commandment where we must be intentional (3 John 15)

	 E.	 It is a duty that may bring unexpected or surprise blessings 
(Hebrews 13:1–2)

II.	GREETING OTHER CHRISTIANS IS FOUNDATIONAL TO 
HEALTHY CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP (1 PETER 5:14)

	 A.	 Greeting fellow believers initiates relationships and is foundational to all 
the other “one another” commands

			   1.	 Like pray for one another, bear one another’s burdens, honor one 
another, forgive one another, etc. (Colossians 3:12–16) 

	 B.	 Greeting fellow believers maintains healthy fellowship (Romans 15:5–7) 

			   1.	 Greeting promotes unity and harmony

			   2.	Greeting is a simple but effective form of hospitality

			   3.	It is a reminder of our shared identity and union in Christ 
(1 John 1:3)

			   4.	It eliminates partiality (James 2:1–9) 

III.	GREETING UNBELIEVERS IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
EVANGELIZE 

	 A.	 Greeting unbelievers shows the love of Christ and distinguishes us from 
the world (Matthew 5:42–47)

	 B.	 Greeting unbelievers can open a door for evangelism (Colossians 4:2–6) 

	 C.	 We are not to greet false teachers or false prophets (2 John 7–11) 
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SERMON REFLECTIONS
1.	 Why is in-person face-to-face time better than talking through written 

communication, video calls, or a phone call? Why must fellowship, being in 
an assembly of believers, be in-person?

2.	What do you think is the importance of knowing people’s names when 
greeting others (3 John 15; Romans 16:1–16)?

3.	Do you feel that your personality hinders you from doing this commandment? 
For example, if you are an introvert, do you find this commandment 
burdensome? Are there any other factors besides personality that can make 
this commandment difficult to fulfill? 

4.	Have you ever been to a church or some social gathering where you were not 
greeted? How did it make you feel?

5.	Do you typically seek to be greeted, or do you seek to greet others? Why and 
what does this reveal about your heart towards others?

PHILIPPIANS 4:21–23  
Greet every saint in Christ 
Jesus. The brothers who are 
with me greet you. 22 All the 
saints greet you, especially 
those of Caesar’s household.

23 The grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ be with your 
spirit.
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