1. JESUS COMES TO JERUSALEM AND IS MET WITH
PALM SUNDAY-S¢ "~ "pRAISE (JORN 12:12-15)

A. The large crowds came to Jerusalem for the feast and other motives
(John 12:12)

1. The feast was the time of Passover (John 11:55; 12:11)

T T g = 2. Many came for Passover, but also to see Jesus and Lazarus

He (John 11:55-57; 12:9-11, 17-18)
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JOHN 12:12-19 B. The crowds took palm branches and met Jesus (John 12:13a)
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SERMON OUTLINE

1. Palm branches are a symbol of victory (Revelation 7:9-10)
2. They went out to meet Jesus like a gesture to welcome a dignitary

C. Jesusrides into Jerusalem to fulfill his mission to save his people, and
to establish his Kingdom (John 12:13b-15)

1. Jesus has come on a salvation mission (John 12:13; Psalm 118:25-
27; Mark 10:32-34; John 12:23-27)

2. Jesus will establish his Kingdom (John 12:14-15, Zechariah 9:9-10;
1Peter 3:22)

II. WHAT CAN THE RESPONSE TO JESUS TEACH US?
(JOHN 12:16-19)

A. The disciples understood what it all meant after Jesus rose from the
dead (John 12:16, John 2:22)

B. The crowd was a mixture of those who did not believe and those who did,
including authorities (John 12:17-19)

1. God opens the eyes of some, so they see the light (John 12:35-43)

2. King Jesus came to save (John 12:44-50)



JOHN 12:12-19

The next day the large crowd that
had come to the feast heard that
Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.
15 So they took branches of palm
trees and went out to meet him,
crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is
he who comes in the name of the
Lord, even the King of Israel!”

" And Jesus found a young
donkey and sat on it, just as it is
written,

" “Fear not, daughter of Zion;
behold, your king is coming,
sitting on a donkey’s colt!”

' His disciples did not understand
these things at first, but when
Jesus was glorified, then they
remembered that these things
had been written about him and
had been done to him. " The
crowd that had been with him
when he called Lazarus out of
the tomb and raised him from the
dead continued to bear witness.
8 The reason why the crowd went
to meet him was that they heard
he had done this sign. " So the
Pharisees said to one another,
“You see that you are gaining
nothing. Look, the world has gone
after him.”

SERMON REFLECTIONS

1. What was the reason so many people were in Jerusalem on Palm Sunday?
What is Palm Sunday all about?

2. Why did so many people want to see Lazarus? What was the plan devised by
the chief priests to try and put a stop to people believing in Jesus?

3. What is the significance of palm branches, and the fact that the crowd went
out to meet Jesus? What can this tell us about Jesus' reputation and the
expectations of the people?

4. How does Psalm 118 and Zechariah 9 shed light on Jesus’ mission?

5. As we consider the various responses to Jesus, what can we learn from
those responses?
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