
I. The Deepest Fear: Separation
	 A.	 The Marketing of Fear: Advertisers capitalize on “loss aversion” the 

psychological principle that the pain of losing something valuable is 
twice as powerful as the pleasure of gaining it.

	 B.	 Identifying the Hope: What we hold with “clenched fists” reveals where 
we have placed our hope.

	 C.	 The Distracted Society: We often live uninterested in nearness to God, 
ignoring the grave danger of meeting Him as Judge rather than Savior.

II. The Severity of God’s Justice
	 A.	 The Necessity of Suffering: God did not “waive” the penalty for sin; His 

holiness demanded it be paid, and Jesus paid it once for all  
(1 Peter 3:18).

	 B.	 The Weight of Substitution: Jesus endured the brutal weight of 
abandonment, by His friends and by the Father, to absorb our separation  
(Isaiah 53:6, Matthew 27:46).

	 C.	 The Finality of the Sacrifice: Christ suffered “once”; there is no 
repetition of His sacrifice required to atone for sins.

III. The Great Exchange: Righteous for Unrighteous
	 A.	 Our Natural Condition: We are “unrighteous” at our core, deceitful and 

spiritually sick  (Jeremiah 17:9, James 2:10).

	 B.	 The Merit Myth: Before a Holy God, we have no merit; we only have 
“demerits” that require expulsion from His presence  (Isaiah 64:6).

	 C.	 Foreign Holiness: Because God’s holiness is a different category 
of being, our darkened minds often bristle at His justice instead of 
trembling before it  (1 Timothy 6:15-16, Acts 5:1-11).

IV. The Kindness of God’s Reconciliation
	 A.	 The Ultimate Goal: Every clause of 1 Peter 3:18 points to one anchor: 

“that he might bring us to God”.

	 B.	 Drinking the Cup: Jesus took the “cup of the wine of wrath” so that we 
would not have to drink it to the dregs (Jeremiah 25:15-16, 
Matthew 26:39).

	 C.	 The Assurance of Life: Being “made alive in the spirit,” Christ ensures 
that in Him, our separation is no more.

V. Living in Nearness
	 A.	 Practical Pursuit: We pursue nearness through daily prayer, immersion 

in Scripture for adoration (not just information), and gathering with the 
local body.

	 B.	 Looking Outward, Not Inward: Assurance is found by looking to Christ’s 
finished work, not by introspective searching of ourselves.
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Sermon Reflections

1.	 The “Demerit” System: How is our sin like getting “demerits” at school? Can 
we ever do enough “good things” to erase them ourselves?

2.	The Mountain of Sand: If a tiny bird moved one grain of sand every 1,000 
years, how long would it take to move a whole mountain? What does this 
teach us about the word “forever”?

3.	The Best News: Jesus’ goal was to “bring us to God.” Why can’t we get to God 
without Jesus’ help?

4.	Distraction vs. Danger: The sermon mentioned three young men who ignored 
the message because they were distracted by their phones. Why is being 
“disinterested” in God such a grave danger?

5.	Marketing Identity: Why do advertisers target our “fear of separation” 
(separated from being popular, beautiful, etc)? How does this “loss aversion” 
principle apply to our spiritual lives?

6.	Unjust Suffering: How can a Christian’s patient suffering for doing what is 
right serve as a “remarkable witness” to friends who don’t know Jesus?

7.	Bristling at Holiness: Why do we often feel “uncomfortable” with the doctrine 
of eternal suffering and the story of Ananias and Sapphira (the destruction 
of all mankind in the flood, Uzzah touching the Ark of the Covenant and being 
killed, etc)? What does that reaction reveal about our own understanding of 
God’s holiness?

8.	Where do you see people, including yourself, minimizing God’s holiness, and 
how should that be corrected?

9.	Assurance vs. Introspection: When you feel far from God, do you tend to look 
inside yourself for fixes or outside yourself to Christ? How can we practically 
“see and hear” God every day?

1 PETER 3:18
For Christ also suffered 
once for sins, the righteous 
for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God, being 
put to death in the flesh but 
made alive in the spirit,...
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