
I.	The Mentality/Attitudes/Mindset of the Christian 
(1 Peter 4:7)

Cross References: 1 Peter 1:13; Philippians 4:5)

	 A.	 A mind that is aware of Christ’s nearness and imminent return

			   1.	 “The end of all things is at hand”

	 B.	 A mind that governs its emotions and passions

			   1.	 “… therefore be self-controlled”

	 C.	 A mind that is guided by clarity, on purpose, and obedience

			   1.	 “and sober-minded”

	 D.	 A mind that is aligned with God for effective prayer

			   1.	 “for the sake of your prayers.”

II.	The Practicality/Actions/Means of the Christian 
(1 Peter 4:8—10)

Cross References: 1 Corinthians 13:1—3; Proverbs 10:12; 1 Corinthians 13:4-6; 
Matthew 6:14—15, 18:21—22; Isaiah 52:13, 53:3—5, 7; Romans 12:3—21) 

	 A.	 Prioritize and strive to love (1 Peter 4:8a)

			   1.	 “Above all, keep loving one another earnestly”

					     a.	Love forgives (1 Peter 4:8b)

					     b.	Since love covers a multitude of sins.”

			   2.	Love shows hospitality (1 Peter 4:9)

					     a.	“Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.”

			   3.	Love serves through spiritual gift(s) (1 Peter 4:10)

					     a.	“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as 
good stewards of God’s varied grace”
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Sermon Reflections

1.	 How does having a mindset of urgency for Christ’s return (imminency) and 
His current presence (immediacy) motivate us to love and serve, even while 
suffering? 

2.	How does having self-control and a sober mind impact your prayer life? What 
can help you to have self-control and a sober mind?

3.	Why do you think forgiveness is the most difficult aspect of loving someone? 
Is there someone in your life whose sins or faults you are struggling 
to overlook or forgive? What would “earnest love” look like in a difficult 
relationship you currently have?

4.	What is the difference between forgiveness and ignoring, enabling, or 
excusing sin?

5.	With the resources you have, how can you show hospitality to others? Why 
does Peter emphasize that we are to show hospitality “without grumbling”?

6.	How are spiritual gifts to be discovered?

1 PETER 4:7–10
The end of all things is 
at hand; therefore be 
self-controlled and sober-
minded for the sake of 
your prayers. 8 Above all, 
keep loving one another 
earnestly, since love covers 
a multitude of sins. 9 Show 
hospitality to one another 
without grumbling. 10 As 
each has received a gift, 
use it to serve one another, 
as good stewards of God’s 
varied grace:...
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