
I. They Are Heirs: The Worth and Standing of Wives in 
Christ

	 A.	 Wives have inherent worth as image-bearers of God (Genesis 1:27).

	 B.	 Their value is given by God, not earned by performance or cultural 
standards.

	 C.	 A husband’s treatment of his wife reflects his view of God and His image.

Key Point: Honoring your wife begins with seeing her the way God sees her.

II. With You: God’s Design for Shared Partnership in 
Marriage

	 A.	 Marriage is a divine partnership where husband and wife are one flesh 
(Genesis 2:24).

	 B.	 Both are heirs of salvation, equally redeemed and loved 
(Galatians 3:28–29).

	 C.	 Oneness in marriage reflects Christ’s union with His church 
(Ephesians 5:31–32).

Key Point: Marriage is not competition but cooperation: A living picture of the 
gospel.

III. Of the Grace of Life: The Gospel That Makes Us 
Co-Heirs

	 A.	 The “grace of life” is the salvation and eternal inheritance believers share 
in Christ.

	 B.	 Husbands can honor their wives rightly only when they rest in their own 
acceptance in Christ.

	 C.	 Christ, the true and better Husband, has already granted full approval 
and favor (Ephesians 1:6–8).

Key Point: Knowing we are fully approved by God frees us to love and honor 
without fear or striving.
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Sermon Reflections

1.	 How does understanding that your spouse is a co-heir of grace change the 
way you speak to and treat them?

2.	In what ways might we unknowingly use worldly standards to assign worth to 
others, especially within marriage?

3.	How does knowing you are “accepted in the Beloved” reshape the way you 
respond to failure, conflict, or rejection in relationships?

4.	How can we show honor and kindness to the people God has put in our lives?
What does Jesus’ love teach us about how to treat others in our family?

5.	What does it mean that men and women are both made in God’s image and 
equally valuable?

6.	How does the way we treat others show what we believe about God?

7.	Why is it freeing to know that we don’t have to earn God’s approval? How 
should that affect how we treat friends, parents, or future spouses?

1 PETER 3:7
Likewise, husbands, 
live with your wives in 
an understanding way, 
showing honor to the 
woman as the weaker 
vessel, since they are heirs 
with you of the grace of life, 
so that your prayers may 
not be hindered.
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