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DAY 1 — GATHER James 2:14-17 “Gathering Around a Faith That Works”
James 2:14 (ESV) “What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works?”

James confronts an issue that every church must wrestle with: the danger of a confession-only faith—a faith expressed with
words but not supported with action. He is not teaching salvation by works, but he is emphasizing this truth: real faith always
reveals itself in real life.

When we gather as believers, we aren’t gathering around a set of beliefs alone—we are gathering around a shared life, a
shared obedience, and a shared mission. The church is not a club of confessions; it is a community of transformation.

James gives a practical example: if we see a brother or sister lacking food or clothing and respond with spirituatsounding
words but no actual help, our faith is empty. Real faith sees real needs and responds.

This challenges how we gather. When we come together, do we simply sit near one another, or do we share life with one
another? Do we listen for the needs in the room? Do we open our hearts, our hands, our schedules, and our resources?

Gathering around a living faith means:

® we don’t just hear the Word—we help each other live it
® we don’t just pray for needs—we participate in meeting them

® we don’t just say “be warmed and filled” —we step into action

Gathering becomes powerful when each person brings their faith to life through love, service, and generosity.

There will always be needs among God’s people. Sometimes we are the ones who need help. Sometimes we are in the place
to give it. But when the church gathers around a living, active faith, the love of Christ becomes visible.

Checkpoint: Gather As you gather this week, open your eyes to the needs around you. Look for a practical way to help or
encourage another believer. Let your faith take on flesh.

Prayer Lord, thank You for the gift of community. As | gather with my church family, give me eyes to see needs and a heart ready
to respond. Help my faith be living and active. Amen.

DAY 2 — CONNECT James 2:18-20 “Connecting Belief and Action”
James 2:18 (ESV) “But someone will say, ‘You have faith and | have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and | will
show you my faith by my works.”

James imagines someone trying to separate faith and works—as if they can exist independently. But he responds with clarity:
faith is visible. You can see it. It is demonstrated. It is shown. Not to earn salvation, but because salvation has already taken root.

Faith and works are not competitors—they are companions.

Think of it like this: belief is the root; action is the fruit. The root gives life; the fruit provides evidence. You can’'t have one
without the other.

This is where connection comes into play. A deep connection with God naturally produces a life that reflects His heart. The
closer we draw to Him, the more our character, actions, and priorities align with His.

James even warns that mere intellectual belief—like the demons possess—is not enough. They believe God exists, but they do
not trust Him, love Him, or obey Him.

Real connection with God changes the way we:

® treat people

® handle trials

® useour time

spend our resources
respond to needs
speak words

approach holiness

Faith becomes visible in the daily rhythms of life.

Connecting with God is not just about knowing things about Him; it is about walking with Him in such a way that His life flows
into ours and out of ours into others. When faith and works are connected, our lives tell the story of God’s love.

Checkpoint: Connect Ask yourself today: “Where is God calling me to connect belief with action?” Let your relationship with Him
overflow into your decisions and interactions.



Prayer Father, deepen my connection with You. Let my faith show itself in my actions, not to earn Your love but because |
already have it. Shape my life to reflect Yours. Amen.

DAY 3 — SERVE James 2:21-23 “Serving Through Obedience Like Abraham”
James 2:21 (ESV) “Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar?”
James turns to Abraham as the example of a faith that acts. Abraham believed God—deeply, sincerely, wholeheartedly. But
his faith became visible when he obeyed God, even when it was costly and confusing.
Abraham’s obedience didn’t save him; Scripture says he believed God, and that was counted to him as righteousness. But his
obedience proved the faith he already possessed.
This is where serving intersects with faith.
Serving God often requires action that stretches us. It means stepping out in faith, trusting God when the path is not clear,and
offering Him our time, abilities, and resources even when it feels costly.
Abraham’s obedience teaches us several truths about serving:
1. Serving is rooted in trust. We serve because we trust God’s character, even when we don’t fully understand His plan.
2. Serving is sacrificial. It will sometimes cost us comfort, convenience, or control.
3. Serving is relational. Abraham was called “a friend of God.” His obedience flowed out of intimacy with God, not
obligation.
4. Serving reveals faith. We show our faith by the way we obey, the way we love, the way we give, and the way we show
up.
Serving forms us. Obedience shapes us into the image of Christ and deepens our relationship with God.
Like Abraham, we are invited to trust God with the “Isaacs” in our lives—the precious things we hold tightly. When we serve
Him with open hands, He meets us with grace, strength, and blessing.

Checkpoint: Serve Serve God today with willingness. Offer Him your time, energy, or abilities. Let your service reflect a heart of
faith.

Prayer Lord, give me the faith of Abraham—a faith that trusts You deeply and obeys You willingly. Help me serve You with open
hands and a willing heart. Amen.

DAY 4 — INVITE James 2:24-25 “Inviting Others Through a Faith That Risks”
James 2:25 (ESV) “And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers...?”

James brings Rahab into the story—a woman with a past, a reputation, and every reason to believe she was outside the reach
of God’s grace. But Rahab becomes a picture of faith because she acted on what she believed.

She risked her safety.

She welcomed those whom God had sent.

She aligned herself with the people of God.

And God honored her faith.

Rahab’s story teaches us that no one is beyond the reach of God’s invitation.

When we invite people to church, we are inviting Rahabs—those who feel unworthy, ashamed, or unlikely candidates for
grace. But Scripture shows that God delights in redeeming unexpected people.

Rahab reminds us that:

e faith can begin in unlikely places,
® God welcomes anyone who turns toward Him,
® courage and openness can transform a life,

® asimple act of hospitality can change eternity.

Your invitation may go to someone who feels distant from God, stained by choices, or convinced they dor't belong in church.
But Rahab’s story shouts the truth: God specializes in redeeming broken stories.

Inviting people to church is not about “helping them clean up their act”—it’s about helping them encounter the God who
transforms hearts and writes new destinies.

Checkpoint: Invite Think of someone who may feel unlikely or unworthy. Extend a warm, hopeful invitation to church. God may
be writing a Rahab story through your boldness.

Prayer Father, thank You for Rahab’s faith. Help me see people the way You do—not by their past but by their potential in
Christ. Give me courage to invite boldly. Amen.



DAY 5 — GIVE James 2:26 “Giving Life to Faith Through Action”
James 2:26 (ESV) “For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.”

James ends with a vivid analogy: a body without a spirit is lifeless. In the same way, faith without works is lifeless—not
nonexistent, but without vitality or expression.

This is where the call to give intersects beautifully with faith.

Giving—whether time, talent, or treasure—is one of the clearest ways our faith becomes alive and visible. Giving reflects
God’s generosity. It declares our trust in His provision. It demonstrates that our faith is not merely intellectual but transformative.

A faith that gives is a faith that breathes.

When we give:

® we loosen our grip on worldly security

® we declare that God is our provider

® we investin His kingdom

® we participate in His mission

® we bless others in tangible ways

Giving is not about what we lose—it is about what comes alive in us. Giving breathes life into our faith.

James is not laying a heavy burden on us. He is calling us into a vibrant, dynamic life with God. When we give freely, we step
into the rhythm of the kingdom, where generosity is joy and obedience is freedom.

Checkpoint: Give Give intentionally today—your time, your abilities, your finances. Let your generosity be a visible expression of
your living faith.

Prayer Lord, breathe life into my faith. Make me generous as You are generous. Help me give freely and joyfully, trusting that
You will provide all | need. Amen.



