Purpose

BELIEVERS ARE TO BE INTENTIONAL ABOUT
MAKING CHRIST KNOWN TO ALL PEOPLE.

ROMANS 15:14-21,30-33

We recognize the importance of being intentional about our
health—brushing our teeth, paying attention to what we eat, and
staying active. We try to show that same intentionality in our
work by getting up when the alarm goes off and arriving on time.
Likewise, as believers we are to be intentional about making Christ
known to all people.

Which areas of your life come more naturally when it comes
to being intentional, and which areas require more effort
or discipline?
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT

ROMANS 15:14-16:27

In chapters 1-11 of Romans, Paul focused on the core doctrines of
justification and reconciliation. Then, in chapters 12-14, he turned
to the practical implications of the gospel for everyday living. As
he brought his letter to a close, the apostle returned once more

to the theme of salvation—but from a different angle. Earlier, he
emphasized that all people need a Savior; now he highlighted the
responsibility believers have to share the good news of salvation
with others.

Paul’s purpose was to preach the gospel to the Gentiles. He
explained his calling to the Romans so that they might join him
in fulfilling it. He could not take any credit for his past ministry.
Christ had accomplished it using him, as evidenced by signs and
wonders. In the power of the Holy Spirit, Paul had preached the
gospel from Jerusalem to Illyricum. Paul’s aim now was to take the
gospel beyond Rome and into regions untouched by its message
(Rom. 15:20-29). Knowing he could not fulfill this mission alone,
he appealed to the believers in Rome for support. While financial
help may have been included, Paul’s primary request was for their
prayers. He asked them to pray for deliverance from unbelieving
Jews in Judea, that his ministry would be acceptable to the believ-
ers there, and that he would complete his journey to Rome one
day (15:30-33).

As he concluded his letter, Paul recognized a number of fellow
believers who had faithfully partnered with him in ministry
(16:1-16). Though he had never visited Rome, he had met some
of its church members during his travels, and he wanted them to
know how much he valued them. He ended with a final warning
(16:17-18) and a closing blessing (16:19-27).

Read Romans 15:14-21,30-33. What role did God give Paul in
relation to the Gentiles? What specific requests did Paul make
of the believers in Rome?
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EXPLORE THE TEXT

JOINT MINISTRY (ROM. 15:14-16)

1 My brothers and sisters, I myself am convinced about you
that you also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge,
and able to instruct one another. > Nevertheless, I have written
to remind you more boldly on some points because of the

grace given me by God '* to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the
Gentiles, serving as a priest of the gospel of God. God’s purpose
is that the Gentiles may be an acceptable offering, sanctified by
the Holy Spirit.

VERSE 14

Paul called the believers in Rome his brothers and sisters, even
though he had never met many of them. He expressed his sincere
appreciation for them. He was convinced they were full of good-
ness and filled with all knowledge. Also, they demonstrated their
ability to instruct one another. In these ways, they reflected their
spiritual growth and the character of Christ.

VERSES 15-16

Nevertheless, Paul knew they still had room for growth. He could
not allow himself to overlook his obligation as an apostle to remind
them of the areas to which they still needed to give attention. His
goal was to help them become more like Jesus.

God had called Paul to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the
Gentiles. He compared his ministry with the Gentiles to the work
of a priest. In the Old Testament, priests spoke on behalf of God.
Paul saw his responsibility in a similar way. Additionally, priests
presented offerings. Paul embraced that metaphor. He wanted to
present as many Gentile believers as possible to God as an accept-
able offering, esanctified by the Holy Spirit.

What is our responsibility in becoming spiritually ready
to minister to others?
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Identify one believer you could affirm this week for their spiritual
growth. What specifically will you say or do?

SPIRIT’S POWER (ROM. 15:17-21)

7 Therefore I have reason to boast in Christ Jesus regarding
what pertains to God. '® For I would not dare say anything
except what Christ has accomplished through me by word
and deed for the obedience of the Gentiles, *° by the power

of miraculous signs and wonders, and by the power of God’s
Spirit. As a result, I have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ
from Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum. ** My aim is to
preach the gospel where Christ has not been named, so that

I will not build on someone else’s foundation, * but, as it is
written, Those who were not told about him will see, and those
who have not heard will understand.

VERSES 17-18

Paul never bragged about his accomplishments as a minister of
the gospel. He understood that anything that had been done was
accomplished by Christ working through him. Therefore, he had
reason to boast in Christ. He wanted the Romans to know that
if they chose to support him, they would be supporting Christ’s
work. Paul was not promoting his own personal agenda. Today,
we recognize the impact of Paul’s ministry. Perhaps the Romans
understood it as well, even in the first century. Nevertheless, Paul
demonstrated his humility in giving all the credit to Christ.

Paul demonstrated his humility in giving
all the credit to Christ.

VERSE 19

Notice the word power used twice in this verse. Many miracu-
lous signs and wonders were accomplished through Paul. Some
of these are recorded in the book of Acts (Acts 14:8-10; 16:16-18;
20:9-12). Paul knew these were accomplished by the power of
God’s Spirit. Likewise, his preaching was empowered by the Spirit.
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Writing to the Corinthians, he said, “My speech and my preaching
were not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a demonstra-
tion of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not be based on
human wisdom but on God’s power” (1 Cor. 2:4-5).

Paul was able to say that he had fully proclaimed the gospel
of Christ from Jerusalem all the way around to elllyricum. Of
course, he was not claiming that everyone in these vast regions had
heard the gospel. Rather, he was saying that he had saturated these
regions with the gospel. Jerusalem was the place that Christianity
began, and Illyricum was a Roman province between Greece and
Italy in modern-day Albania on the Adriatic Sea.

Paul knew that many would respond to the gospel
if they were given the opportunity.

VERSES 20-21

Paul’s aim was to preach the gospel where Christ has not

been named. Though Paul sometimes revisited cities where he
previously had shared the gospel (Acts 15:36), he understood that
his main mission was to take the gospel to unreached people. He
wanted to preach in Rome, which had heard of Jesus, but his ulti-
mate goal was to preach in Spain (Rom. 15:24,28). His desire to
take the gospel to where it had never been heard was the reason he
did not want to build on someone else’s foundation. This was
not his calling (1 Cor. 3:10).

In verse 21, Paul quoted Isaiah 52:15 to emphasize the impor-
tance of his plan. This verse in Isaiah says that the kings of many
nations “will see what had not been told them, and they will under-
stand what they had not heard.” He clearly saw this as a reference
to the salvation of the nations. Paul knew that many would respond
to the gospel if they were given the opportunity, and he wanted to
be God’s instrument for giving them that opportunity.

How does the Holy Spirit help believers faithfully share
the gospel with others?
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Where do you sense God’s Spirit inviting you to attempt
something that will fail unless He supplies the power?
What is the first step of obedience?

KEY DOCTRINE: Cooperation

Members of New Testament churches should cooperate with one
another in carrying forward the missionary, educational, and
benevolent ministries for the extension of Christ’s Kingdom. (See
Philippians 1:5; 4:15-16.)

FOCUSED PRAYER (ROM. 15:30-33)

% Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, through our

Lord Jesus Christ and through the love of the Spirit, to strive
together with me in prayers to God on my behalf. ** Pray that

I may be rescued from the unbelievers in Judea, that my
ministry to Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, *> and
that, by God’s will, I may come to you with joy and be refreshed
together with you. ** May the God of peace be with all of

you. Amen.

VERSE 30

Paul told the believers in Rome that he planned to carry the gospel
as far as Spain, and he hoped they would partner with him in that
mission (Rom. 15:22-24). Before traveling to Rome, however, he
intended to go to Jerusalem to deliver a financial gift collected by
Gentile believers for those in need. After completing that task, he
would continue on to Rome. Knowing the challenges that awaited
him in Jerusalem, Paul urged his brothers and sisters in Rome
to strive in prayer for him. The word translated strive is the word
from which we get our word “agonize.” It also has the prefix
together attached to it. Prayer is a way of joining others who are
taking the gospel to the unreached people of the world. Paul based
his appeal on the name of Jesus and on the deep and abiding

love that the Holy Spirit nourished in the hearts of the believ-

ers in Rome.
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VERSE 31

Paul understood that traveling to Jerusalem would be dangerous.
He knew that unbelievers there would try to put a stop to his
ministry. Years earlier, he had joined Peter, James, John, and other
church leaders in Jerusalem as they sought the Lord’s direction
about bringing the gospel to Gentiles (Acts 15:1-21). The strong
opposition he witnessed then now moved him to ask the Roman
believers to pray that he would be rescued from any of their
attempts to silence him. He also asked them to pray for the Jewish
believers who would receive the financial gift collected by Gentile
Christians. Paul referred to these Jewish believers as saints—
people set apart to God as holy. They had been set apart when
they placed their faith in Christ. Paul hoped they would receive the
offering with gratitude, recognizing the sincere care shown to them
by Gentile brothers and sisters.

Prayer is a way of joining others who
are taking the gospel to the unreached
people of the world.

VERSE 32

Paul shared yet another prayer request with the believers in Rome.
He asked them to pray that he would be able to travel to Rome and
spend time with them—always, of course, in alignment with God’s
will. God had guided Paul throughout his missionary journeys,
and Paul trusted that God would also direct his path to Rome. He
invited the Roman believers to place their trust in God in the same
way. Paul anticipated that once he arrived, their fellowship would
bring him joy and their time together would be refreshing.

Incidentally, God answered all three parts of Paul’s request. In
Jerusalem, God protected him from danger (Acts 23:10). Jewish
believers received him warmly (21:17-20). And ultimately, Paul set
sail for Rome (25:11-12).

VERSE 33

Paul’s three prayer requests in verses 31-32 focused on his ministry
in Jerusalem and his anticipated visit to the church in Rome. But he
didn’t stop at asking the Roman believers to pray for him. He also
offered a benediction—a prayer for their wellbeing. The believers

in Rome lived in a dangerous period of the empire’s history. At any
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moment they could be expelled from the city, or worse, arrested
simply because they followed Christ. Knowing this, Paul committed
them to God’s care. Only God could sustain them and enable them
to live in peace. Of course, experiencing that peace required them
to trust God. They already had peace with Him through their faith
in Christ. Now Paul longed for them to be filled with the confidence
of God’s peace as they faced the uncertainties of their daily lives.

What do believers stand to gain when they unite in prayer for
the sharing of the gospel?

How committed are you to praying earnestly for others,
especially those serving in difficult places or roles?

BIBLE SKILL: Create a chart to better understand a Bible passage.

Read the following verses and determine how prayer influences
sharing one’s faith: Matthew 9:37-38; Acts 4:29-31; Romans 10:1;
Ephesians 6:18-20; Colossians 4:2-4; 2 Thessalonians 3:1. How would
you summarize the role of prayer in evangelism? In what ways do these
verses motivate you to pray for your sharing of the gospel and those
who are taking the gospel to the unreached?
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APPLY THE TEXT

126

Believers are to join with others in ministry.

Believers can be assured that the Holy Spirit empowers us to
share the gospel.

Believers need to pray for the spread of the gospel.

Discuss with your Bible study group why believers need to work
together in sharing the gospel with unreached people around the
world and around the corner. Consider ways your group or church
can be involved in doing this.

As you live out your call to serve Christ intentionally by sharing
the gospel with others, who is praying for you? How much

will you trust the power of God’s Spirit as you talk with others
about Jesus?

Memorize Romans 15:30.

Prayer Needs

EXPLORE THE BIBLE | PERSONAL STUDY GUIDE

© 2026 Lifeway Christian Resources



ARTICLE

The Gospel of Jesus Christ

Steve Booth

In the ancient world, the Greek
word for announcing a happy
event was euangelion—good
news. Translated “gospel,” this
was a secular word long before it
entered into Christian vocabulary.
From it we get our noun, “evange-
lism.” Euangelion occurs in differ-
ing contexts, such as the birth of
a child, report of a battle victory,
or announcing an upcoming wed-
ding. These were joyous events.

People considered being the
messenger who brought good
news to be an honor. Most were
eager to be the first to deliver
good news. For example, a courier
would race from the battlefield
as fast as he could. His outward
appearance telegraphed the good
news ahead of his words: face
shining, waving a palm branch,
his spear decked with laurel.
Raising his right hand, he loudly
shouted, “Greetings . . . we are
victorious!” Citizens responded
in joyous celebration; they draped
temples in garlands, offered sac-
rifices, and commenced celebra-
tory games.*

Euangelion could also refer to
the reward a messenger received

for delivering a joyous report—a
crown, monetary gift, or spe-
cial honor.

IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

The noun euangelion appears in
the New Testament seventy-six
times; the related cognate verb
translated “to announce the good
news,” fifty-four. Jesus came
preaching the gospel of God
(Mark 1:14). His message was
simply, “The kingdom of God has
come near! Repent and believe
the good news!” Jesus explained
that His ministry fulfilled Isa-
iah’s prophecy, which included
preaching good news to the poor
(Isa. 61:1-2; Luke 4:18-19).

The apostles continued the
evangelistic ministry by pro-
claiming Jesus as the Messiah
(Acts 5:42). This One who had
proclaimed the gospel was indeed
Himself the good news. As the
church spread the message of
Christ, euangelion became the
short-hand descriptor of the con-
tent of their preaching (15:7) and
later the written record of Jesus’s
life and ministry (Mark 1:1).
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Paul understood this new
technical term for the Christian
message. He employed euangelion
sixty times and the related verb
euangelizo twenty-one times.
From euangelizo comes the
English verb, “to evangelize.” Paul
believed God has entrusted him
with the message, hence he could
call it “my gospel” (2 Tim. 2:8).
He did not believe the message
was his alone, for he spoke of
“our gospel” (2 Cor. 4:3) and the
“gospel of God” (Rom. 1:1).

At times Paul used both the
verb and noun forms of this
root together: “Now I want to
make clear for you, brothers and
sisters, the gospel I preached
to you” (1 Cor. 15:1, emphasis
added). What is this gospel Paul
“gospelized”? Nowhere does Paul
give a full-blown description of
all aspects of his gospel mes-
sage—although Romans comes
close. This is likely because the
recipients of his letter already
knew much of that information.
The core of the gospel preaching
was established early on and
was passed along, beginning
with the eyewitnesses and then
to each subsequent generation
of converts.

Paul stated he also had
received this teaching, and as
a reminder, he summarized it
for the Corinthians—Jesus’s
death, burial, and resurrection
(1 Cor. 15:3-4). Paul then enu-
merated six individuals or groups
who were eyewitnesses of the
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resurrected Lord, including
himself (vv. 5-8). These eye-
witnesses were crucial as Paul
emphasized the importance of
the resurrection, both Jesus’s

and ours. Paul was also careful to
emphasize the continuity between
the old and new covenants. This
gospel message is both ancient
and current. Everything trans-
pired just as the Old Testament
had foretold. Paul knew there is
only one true gospel, even though
some would attempt to distort its
message. Once twisted, it is no
gospel at all (Gal. 1:6-9).

There is only one
true gospel.

IMPLICATIONS OF THE GOSPEL

But why is the gospel good news?
The good news is so good because
the bad news is so bad. Jesus
called for repentance because
we are sinners. Paul stated that
one element of the gospel is that
God will judge the secrets of men
by Christ Jesus on the final day
(Rom. 2:16). Judgment and joy
belong together because Jesus is
both Savior and Judge.

So what is the gospel?

The gospel is the good news
that the only true God, the
just and gracious Creator

of the universe, has looked
upon hopelessly sinful men
and women and has sent
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his Son, God in the flesh,
to bear his wrath against
sin through his substitu-
tionary death on the cross
and to show his power
over sin and death through
his resurrection from the
grave so that everyone who
turns from their sin and
themselves and trusts in
Jesus alone as Savior and
Lord will be reconciled to
God forever.?

The gospel points to God’s care
and provision for us. He proved
His great love for us in that while
we were still sinful, Christ died for
our sins (Rom. 5:8).

While we were still
sinful, Christ died
for our sins.

The gospel carries two impli-
cations. First, those who have not
yet trusted Christ must hear and
receive the gospel (Col. 1:5,23; see
2 Cor. 11:4). Second, those who
have received the gospel must
share it with others.

Consider some New Tes-
tament verbs that accompany
euangelion: preach (1 Cor. 9:14;

1 Thess. 2:9), proclaim (Col. 1:23),
speak (1 Thess. 2:2), teach

(2 Tim. 1:10-11), make clear/
known (1 Cor. 15:1), and present
(Gal. 2:2). As mentioned above,
Paul also combined the verb and
noun, “gospelizing the gospel”

(1 Cor. 9:18; 15:1; 2 Cor. 11:7;
Gal. 1:11). The gospel of Jesus
Christ is something we must
make public. Like Paul, we are
compelled to declare it!

The inauguration of the
new age began with a birth
announcement in Bethlehem,
not by a Roman procurator but
by an angel: “Don’t be afraid,
for look, I proclaim to you good
news [euangelizomai] of great
joy that will be for all the people.
Today . . . a Savior was born”
(Luke 2:10-11). Empowered by the
Holy Spirit, the church will con-
tinue to faithfully proclaim this
good news (euangelion) of the
kingdom to all nations, and then
the end will come (Matt. 24:14).

1. Gerhard Friedrich, “evayyeMlopoat,
gvayyeAlov, mpogvoryyeitlopot,
gvoryyelotng” (euangelion, good news) in
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament,
ed. Gerhard Kittel, transl. and ed. Geoffrey
W. Bromiley, vol. 2 (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1964), 722.

2. Zane Priest, “This is the Gospel,” IMB,
September 2, 2016, https://www.imb.org/faq/
what-is-the-gospel/.

Steve Booth is academic dean and professor

of Greek and New Testament at Canadian
Southern Baptist Seminary, Cochrane, Alberta,
Canada. This article first appeared in the Spring
2020 issue of Biblical Illustrator.
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COMING NEXT QUARTER

1 SAMUEL

Session 1:

Session 2:

Session 3:

Session 4:

Session 5b:

Session 6:

Session 7:

Session 8:

Session 9:

Session 10:

Session 11:

Session 12:

Session 13:

Prayer (1 Samuel 1:9-18,24-28)

Calling (1 Samuel 3:1-14)

Savior (Luke 2:8-20)

Supremacy (1 Samuel 5:1-10; 6:13-15,19-20)
King Demanded (1 Samuel 8:1-9,19-22)
Obedience (1 Samuel 15:7-23)

Valued (Psalm 139:1-10,13-16,23-24)
Anointed (1 Samuel 16:1-13)

Victory (1 Samuel 17:32-47)

Friendship (1 Samuel 18:1-9; 20:35-42)
Respect (1 Samuel 24:1-11,16-20)
Discernment (1 Samuel 25:14-19,29-35)

Guidance (1 Samuel 30:1-8,21-25)

Explore

“You will seek me and find me when you search for me
with all your heart.” Jeremiah 29:13
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ROMANS
In some ways, we live in a world defined by sound bites and
social media posts. We condense key events of our days down to
280 characters or to quick videos that are here today and gone
tomorrow. While brevity can be a good thing, our obsession
with what’s temporary also runs the risk of trading genuine
substance for empty cliches. In his letter to the Christians at
Rome, Paul rejected flimsy theology. His systematic and logical
explanation of the gospel left no doubt about the world’s
need for a Savior and our responsibility as Christ followers.
By studying his words to the Romans, we can gain a better
understanding of who God is, what God does, and the impact it

should have on our lives each day.
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