That Day
45 Minute Small Group Study Guide and Sermon Companion
2 Timothy 4:6–8
Purpose To help the group see how Paul remained faithful in suffering because Christ had secured his present, his future, and his final home.

Big Idea Paul could give his life for Christ because Christ had secured his present, his future, and his final home. The same hope enables every believer to remain faithful on This Day while waiting for That Day.

Suggested 45 Minute Flow

	Time
	Focus

	5 minutes
	Welcome and opening question

	7 minutes
	Read 2 Timothy 4:6–8 and observe the text

	25 minutes
	Walk through the five themes

	5 minutes
	Personal response

	3 minutes
	Prayer



Opening

When have you endured a difficult season because you knew something better was ahead?

Read 2 Timothy 4:6–8 aloud. Ask the group to listen for what Paul says about his present situation, his past faithfulness, and his future hope.

What words or phrases show Paul’s confidence? What surprises you about his tone as he faces death?

1 An Assured Victory

Scripture 2 Timothy 4:8; 2 Timothy 1:12

Key themes
• Paul’s future is not uncertain: the crown is already “laid up” for him.
• Paul persevered, but underneath his perseverance was Christ’s preservation.
• The crown is not earned salvation. It is the righteous Judge’s gracious acknowledgment of a life preserved by grace.

Key lines
“Paul was not ultimately keeping himself for Christ. Christ was keeping Paul.”
“Grace saves us. Grace changes us. Grace keeps us. Grace enables us to persevere. And then God graciously rewards what His grace produced.”

Guiding questions
What is the difference between confidence in Christ and confidence in our own performance?
How does knowing that Christ keeps His people help us remain faithful?
Where are you tempted to fear that your faith or sacrifice will be wasted?
 
2 A Great Reunion

Scripture 2 Timothy 4:8; Philippians 1:23

Key themes
• The promise is “not only to me” but to all who have loved Christ’s appearing.
• Christian hope includes a great reunion with all who have died in Christ.
• The center of that reunion is not merely seeing loved ones again; it is being together in Christ.

Key lines
“We will all be together again in Christ.”
“Paul does not merely want to leave suffering or go to heaven. His deepest longing is to be with Christ.”

Guiding questions
How does this passage reshape the way Christians grieve?
Why is it important that Christ, rather than reunion itself, remain at the center of our hope?
 
3 This Day in Light of That Day

Scripture 2 Timothy 1:12; 2 Timothy 1:18; 2 Timothy 4:1; 2 Timothy 4:8

Key themes
• “That Day” is the day of Christ’s appearing, resurrection, judgment, vindication, and the completion of His saving work.
• Paul looks beyond prison, Rome, execution, and the grave.
• Every Christian lives between the trouble of This Day and the promise of That Day.

Key lines
“This Day looks like loss. That Day reveals the victory.”
“Never allow what is happening on This Day to make you forget what Christ has promised for That Day.”

Guiding questions
What is part of your “This Day” right now?
Which promise connected to “That Day” speaks most directly to your situation?
What would faithfulness look like this week if you viewed today in light of Christ’s return?
 
4 The Righteous Judge Has the Final Word

Scripture 2 Timothy 4:8; Romans 8:1

Key themes
• Paul had experienced false accusations, unjust treatment, and earthly condemnation.
• Jesus sees fully and judges rightly.
• The Judge before whom Paul will stand is also the Savior who bore Paul’s condemnation.
Key lines
“Rome will render one verdict. Jesus will render another. Paul knows which courtroom ultimately matters.”
“The verdict of This Day is not the final verdict.”

Guiding questions
Where do people most often look for approval or fear condemnation?
How does Romans 8:1 change the way a believer anticipates standing before Christ?
How can trust in the righteous Judge help us endure misunderstanding or injustice without compromise?
 
5 Christ at the Center

Scripture 2 Timothy 4:8; 2 Timothy 4:10; 1 Corinthians 13:12; Philippians 1:23

Key themes
• Paul does not merely long for a better place. He longs for a Person.
• Paul loved Christ’s appearing; Demas loved the present world.
• What we love shapes how we run and whether we remain faithful.

Key lines
“Demas loved what he could see. Paul loved the Christ he was waiting to see.”
“It has always been Christ.”
“And now there is only one thing left: Jesus.”
“Christ will be at the center. And He will be enough.”

Guiding questions
What does your life reveal that you are waiting for and loving most?
Why did Paul finish while Demas walked away?
How can we cultivate a deeper longing for Christ rather than simply longing for relief, heaven, or reunion?
 
Personal Response
What is one burden from This Day that you need to place again under the promise of That Day?
Where is Christ calling you to keep trusting, keep serving, or keep running?
The deepest question is not simply, “Do you want to go to heaven?” The question is: Do you want Christ? How would you answer?
 
Closing Prayer
Thank Christ for saving, keeping, and sustaining His people. Pray for faithfulness in present trials, confidence in the righteous Judge, comfort for those who grieve, and a deeper love for Christ’s appearing.
 
Scripture References in the Sermon
2 Timothy 4:6–8 • 2 Timothy 2:3 • 2 Timothy 4:5 • 2 Timothy 1:12 • 2 Timothy 1:18 • 2 Timothy 4:1 • Philippians 1:23 • Romans 8:1 • 1 Corinthians 13:12 • 2 Timothy 4:10


That   Day   45   Minute   Small   Group   Study   Guide   and   Sermon   Companion   2   Timothy   4:6 – 8   Purpose   To   help   the   group   see   how   Paul   remained   faithful   in   suffering   because   Christ   had   secured   his   present,   his   future,   and   his   final   home.     Big   Idea   Paul   could   give   his   life   for   Christ   because   Christ   had   secured   his   present,   his   future,   and   his   final   home.   The   same   hope   enables   every   believer   to   remain   faithful   on   This   Day   while   waiting   for   That   Day.     Suggested   45   Minute   Flow     

Time  Focus  

5   minutes  Welcome   and   opening   question  

7   minutes  Read   2   Timothy   4:6 – 8   and   observe   the   text  

25   minutes  Walk   through   the   five   themes  

5   minutes  Personal   response  

3   minutes  Prayer  

  Opening     When   have   you   endured   a   difficult   season   because   you   knew   something   better   was   ahead?     Read   2   Timothy   4:6 – 8   aloud.   Ask   the   group   to   listen   for   what   Paul   says   about   his   present   situation,   his   past   faithfulness,   and   his   future   hope.     What   words   or   phrases   show   Paul’s   confidence?   What   surprises   you   about   his   tone   as   he   faces   death?     1   An   Assured   Victory     Scripture   2   Timothy   4:8;   2   Timothy   1:12     Key   themes   •   Paul’s   future   is   not   uncertain:   the   crown   is   already   “laid   up”   for   him.   •   Paul   persevered,   but   underneath   his   perseverance   was   Christ’s   preservation.   •   The   crown   is   not   earned   salvation.   It   is   the   righteous   Judge’s   gracious   acknowledgment   of   a   life   preserved   by   grace.     Key   lines   “Paul   was   not   ultimately   keeping   himself   for   Christ.   Christ   was   keeping   Paul.”   “Grace   saves   us.   Grace   changes   us.   Grace   keeps   us.   Grace   enables   us   to   persevere.   And   then   God   graciously   rewards   what   His   grace   produced.”     Guiding   questions   What   is   the   difference   between   confidence   in   Christ   and   confidence   in   our   own   performance?  

