
Thru the Bible Commentary 
John 14:15-31 
 
If ye love me, keep my commandments [John 14:15]. 
 
Now let us consider what all three of these verses say. What does it mean to ask in the 
name of Christ? To pray in His Person means to be standing in His place. It means to be 
fully identified with Him, joined to Christ. It means that you and I are pleading the merits of 
His blessed Son when we stand before God. We have no standing of our own before God at 
all. He does not hear my prayer because I am Vernon McGee, and He does not hear your 
prayer because you are who you are. He hears our prayers when they are in the name of 
Christ. This is not just a little phrase that we tag on to the end of our prayer closing with “in 
Jesus’ name.” Praying in His name is presenting it in His merit and for His glory. 
 
“That will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.” A prayer that will enable God to 
be glorified in the Son is the prayer that He will answer. So, when we pray in the name of 
Jesus and for the glory of God, we are not praying for something selfishly for ourselves. We 
are praying for Him. We are praying that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
 
Also it depends on our obedience to Christ. This promise is given to those who love Him, 
and the evidence of their love is the keeping of His commandments. Love will be 
demonstrated by obedience to Christ. An undisciplined Christian cannot say that he loves 
the Lord Jesus. How are you doing in that area, friend? Do you love Him? Are you keeping 
His commandments because you love Him today? 
 
Dr. Harry Ironside was sitting on a platform with a young pastor during a meeting one night. 
A young lady entered the meeting and the pastor told him that she formerly had been an 
active leader among his members, then had begun to run with the world, and that this was 
the first time he had seen her in church in months. Dr. Ironside preached on this passage of 
Scripture that night. She was greatly incensed and came to see him after the meeting.  
“How dare you tell these people that if you ask anything in the name of Jesus, He will do it?” 
she asked him. Dr. Ironside answered, “Why don’t you sit down and tell me about it?” She 
told him that her father had been desperately ill some months before, and while the doctor 
was up in his room, she had knelt in the living room, claimed that promise, and prayed in 
Jesus’ name for his recovery. When the doctor came down from the room, he told her that 



her father was dead. “Now,” she said, “don’t tell me that God keeps His promises!” Dr. 
Ironside said, “Did you read the next verse, ‘If ye love me, keep my commandments’?” Then 
Dr. Ironside asked her what would happen if she found a check made out to someone else 
and tried to cash it by signing that name. She said “I would be a forger.” So he referred her to 
this verse, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” Then he asked her, “Have you been 
doing that?” Instead of replying, she turned red. Then he explained that what she was trying 
to do was the same thing as trying to cash a check made out to somebody else. We all need 
to recognize, friend, that obedience to Him is the evidence of our love for Him, and this 
promise is given to those who love Him. 
 
And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide 
with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it 
seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and 
shall be in you [John 14:16–17]. 
 
This is a unique fact of this age in which we are living. The Holy Spirit was here on earth 
before Pentecost, but on the Day of Pentecost He came to indwell believers. That was the 
thing which was new. 
 
“Holy” and “Spirit” describe Him, but Comforter is His name, if He has a name. It is a very 
fitting name, as com means “along side of” and fortis means “strong.” He is the strong One 
who abides with us forever. 
 
He does not say that the world would not receive the Spirit of truth. He says the world 
cannot receive Him. Oh, if we could learn this! The Spirit of God can take the Word of God 
and open it to the believer, but the unsaved man must first believe in Jesus Christ as his 
Savior. The man of the world cannot see Him because He is seen and worshiped in spirit 
and truth. He is seen with the spiritual eye. It is only by the Spirit of God that these eyes and 
ears can be opened to understand the Word of God. The Holy Spirit is the teacher to lead 
and guide us into truth. Without Him, the Bible becomes a book of history, a book of facts. 
The Holy Spirit teaches the truths of the Bible. The Holy Spirit has been in the world, but 
Jesus says that now He “shall be in you.” 
 
I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you [John 14:18]. 
 



The Greek word for comfortless is orphanos which means “orphans.” Jesus says that He 
will not leave us orphans but will come to us in the person of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye 
shall live also. 
At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you [John 14:19–
20]. 
 
What is “that day?” It is the day you and I are living in. It is the day that began with 
Pentecost. 
 
“Ye in me, and I in you” is the most profound statement in the Gospel of John or in the 
whole Bible. They are all monosyllabic words so that a little child can understand them; yet 
no philosopher can plumb the depths of their meaning. “You in Me”—that is salvation. To 
be saved means to be in Christ. That is why Peter says that we are saved by baptism.  
 
Baptism means identification, and it means to be identified with Christ. God sees everyone 
as either in Christ or out of Christ. You are either in Him by faith or you are out of Him with 
your sins still upon you. If you are in Christ, then God sees you in Christ, and His 
righteousness is your righteousness. You stand complete in Him. “I in you”—is 
sanctification. That is Christian living down here. Is Christ living in you? Paul says, “I am 
crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which 
I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me” (Gal. 2:20). 
 
He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he 
that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself 
to him [John 14:21]. 
 
Don’t say that you love Christ if you are not obeying Him. He is making this very clear here. 
Jesus is going to manifest Himself to the one who loves Him. Don’t think this will be a 
manifestation by a vision. Later He says that it is the Holy Spirit who will take the things of 
Jesus and show them to you. Where does He do this? In the Scriptures. That is where Jesus 
is manifested. 
 



Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto 
us, and not unto the world? [John 14:22]. 
 
Judas is saying, “Lord, this is wonderful to be here and hear you say these things, but have 
you forgotten the world?” Here is the first missionary, by the way. The Lord Jesus answers 
him and His answer is the rest of the chapter. 
 
Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my 
Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 
He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, 
but the Father’s which sent me [John 14:23–24]. 
 
The way the world is going to find out about the Lord Jesus is through us, and obedience is 
imperative. Profession is not worth anything. Church membership is not really worth 
anything. The issue is our love for Him evidenced by our obedience. How about your love 
for Him? Does it discipline you? Is He real to you? These are the things that are important. 
 
These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. 
But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he 
shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have 
said unto you [John 14:25–26]. 
 
Jesus hasn’t forgotten the world. In fact, He is thinking of the world. He has called these 
apostles into the Upper Room and has given them the truth so that they might take it to the 
world in the power of the Holy Spirit. The only way the truth can be given to the world is 
through these men. John was one of those men, and he has written this Gospel of John for 
us in the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus assures them that the Holy Spirit will teach them all 
things and bring all things to their remembrance. It is evident that He did just that. 
 
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid [John 14:27]. 
 
This verse takes us back to the beginning of this chapter. It is His final word of comfort. The 
peace He is talking about here is not the peace of sins forgiven. This is the glorious, 



wonderful peace that comes to the heart of those who are fully yielded to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is the peace of heart and mind of those who are in the will of God. 
 
Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If ye loved me, 
ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I. 
And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might 
believe. 
Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath 
nothing in me. 
But that the world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me 
commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence [John 14:28–31]. 
 
He tells them they should rejoice that He is going away because of the wonderful blessings 
that will come to them. Jesus Christ was going back to the Father and then He would send 
the Comforter to them. 
 
He tells them He cannot walk and talk very much more with them, and He didn’t—in a few 
hours He would be arrested and His disciples scattered. The prince of this world was 
coming. Jesus Christ would have another siege with Satan, which I believe took place in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. After that, He would go to the Cross for the sins of the world. After 
His ascension, the Comforter would come to indwell believers.1 
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