Thru the Bible Commentary
JOHN 15:18-27

If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.

If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the
world, but | have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you [John
15:18-19].

Notice what will happen if you are a child of God. The world will hate you. | believe that a
Christian’s popularity can be an indication of how he is representing Christ to the world. |
do not believe a Christian can be popular in the world. No Christian has any right to be
more popular than Jesus was. Beware of a compromising position in order to be popular.
The world will not love a real child of God. The world will love you if you are of the world. You
don’t have to act oddly or be superpious. The world will hate you if you are a child of God.
This is difficult, especially for young people who want so much to be popular. Let’s tell our
young people what the Lord says. They are not going to be popular with the world if they are
the children of God.

Unfortunately, there are folk in the church today who are not honestly born-again, and they
will also hate you if you are a child of God. They will hate the preacher if he is true to the

Word of God. May | say again, beware of the Christian who is popular with the world.

Remember the word that | said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If
they have persecuted me, they will also persecute yous; if they have kept my saying,

they will keep yours also.

But all these things will they do unto you for my nhame’s sake, because they know not

him that sent me.

If | had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no
cloak for their sin [John 15:20-22].

Don’t try to be greater than your Lord. The servant should not be more popular than the
Master. Just keep giving out the Word. Those who persecute have two problems: they do

not know the Father, and they do not want their sins revealed. Jesus Christ turned the light



of heaven upon the souls of men. Whenever one turns on a light, things begin to happen.
The rats and snakes and bugs and lizards hate the light and they all run for cover. They will
hate the one who turns on the light, too, by the way. Jesus says, “They hated me without a

cause.” There is no cause for hate in Jesus. The cause is in the sinful hearts of men.

He that hateth me hateth my Father also [John 15:23].

This is an important verse. The world does not hate their idea of God, as some vague
Someone out yonder. It is Christ they hate. Jesus says when a man hates Him, he is hating
God the Father also. You can say you believe in God and be popular. The real testis your
relationship and attitude toward Jesus Christ. You cannot be popular and believe in the

Lord Jesus Christ, because He is the One who is hated.

If | had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had

sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father.

But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law,
They hated me without a cause [John 15:24-25].

Some wag has said, “God created man in His image and now man is creating God in his
image.” That is the kind of God they want today and the kind of God they think is running the
universe. Jesus quotes this as a fulfillment of Psalms 35:19 and 69:4 when He says they
hated Him without a cause. They hate Jesus Christ because they have created a false god
who is not the God of the Bible.

But when the Comforter is come, whom | will send unto you from the Father, even the
Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:

And ye also shall bear withess, because ye have been with me from the beginning
[John 15:26-27].

The Holy Spirit bears testimony concerning Christ. If the Lord Jesus Christ is real to you,
that is the work of the Holy Spirit. One way to tell whether the Spirit of God is working is
whether Christ is being glorified. If the Lord Jesus is not as real to you as you wish He were,
ask the Spirit of God to do a work in your heart. We need the reality of Christ in our hearts

and lives.



Jesus told these men that they would bear witness to Him, and they certainly did that. It is
the witness of John concerning the Lord Jesus Christ that we are studying right now. No one

but the apostles could bear such a witness because they had been with Jesus from the
beginning.’
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