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“You give them something to eat.”

Pastor Tim Brisson

Mark 6:7-13 (ESV) — 7 And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by
two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8 He charged them to take
nothing for their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their belts— 9
but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics. 10 And he said to them, “Whenever you
enter a house, stay there until you depart from there. 11 And if any place will not receive
you and they will not listen to you, when you leave, shake off the dust that is on your
feet as a testimony against them.” 12 So they went out and proclaimed that people
should repent. 13 And they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were
sick and healed them.

Mark 6:30-44 (ESV) — 30 The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had
done and taught. 31 And he said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate
place and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even
to eat. 32 And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves. 33 Now
many saw them going and recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all the
towns and got there ahead of them. 34 When he went ashore he saw a great crowd,
and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd.
And he began to teach them many things. 35 And when it grew late, his disciples came
to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the hour is now late. 36 Send them away
to go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to
eat.” 37 But he answered them, “You give them something to eat.” And they said to him,
“Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?” 38
And he said to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” And when they had
found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” 39 Then he commanded them all to sit down
in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties.
41 And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a
blessing and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the people.
And he divided the two fish among them all. 42 And they all ate and were satisfied. 43
And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. 44 And those who
ate the loaves were five thousand men.
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Jesus in any situation - Be fluid because flexible is too rigid.

God knows that we need a shepherd

Ezekiel 34:14-16 (ESV) — 14 | will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain
heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing
land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15 | myself will be
the shepherd of my sheep, and | myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord
God. 16 | will seek the lost, and | will bring back the strayed, and | will bind up the
injured, and | will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong | will destroy. | will
feed them in justice.

Jesus is our Good Shepherd

Ezekiel 34:23-24 (ESV) — 23 And | will set up over them one shepherd, my servant
David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24 And |, the
Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. | am the
Lord; | have spoken.

John 10:14-16 (ESV) — 14 | am the good shepherd. | know my own and my own know
me, 15 just as the Father knows me and | know the Father; and | lay down my life for
the sheep. 16 And | have other sheep that are not of this fold. | must bring them also,
and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.

Jesus’ priorities for the crowd
* Welcome (Safety)

» Teach (Repent and turn to God)
* Heal (Mercy)

John 21:12-17 (ESV) — 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none
of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus
came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14 This was now the
third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 15
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do
you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” He
said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do
you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” He said to him,
“Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love
me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and
he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to him,
“Feed my sheep.

What cares of the world are you putting ahead of your love for Jesus
What is preventing you from feeding His sheep?
The Feeding of the 5,000 included peace, the Word, mercy, and forgiveness.
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