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Week 2






Day 8
Luke 15:4-7 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.”
The next 3 parables that we will be looking at are connected. They are the stories of the lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost son. They are all stories of loss and restoration. Each of them shows us something beautiful about the heart of God towards those who are lost. Before we take a closer look at our first one, the lost sheep, let’s find out why Jesus told these parables in the first place.
Jesus had been preaching, teaching, healing the sick, casting out demons and appointing His disciples to do the same. That attracted a lot of attention. The pharisees and other religious leaders were paying attention. They were constantly looking for ways to criticize, trap or discredit Jesus. In this instance, they noticed who was gathering around Him: sinners.
Luke 15:1-3 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” Then Jesus told them this parable.
No self-respecting rabbi or religious leader would have associated with a tax collector. Tax collectors were Jews who were in cahoots with Rome. Romans were Gentiles. Gentiles were unclean. They worshipped pagan gods and oppressed Israel. The Jewish people were taxed about 60% of their income, between Rome and the Temple Tax. Most of the taxes went to Rome. Remember last week when we talked about the average day’s wage for a Jewish laborer being $300/day in our economy. That’s about $6000 per month. A 60% tax would be $3,600. That leaves $2,400 after taxes. If I’m a first century Jew, I’m already a little ticked about one of my fellow countrymen collecting such a high tax for a foreign occupier. But it gets worse. Tax Collectors would add a percentage for themselves driving the taxes up even further, sometimes even taking 100%. They were seen as extortioners, traitors and crooks.
Looking at the pharisees from our view in 2026, it’s easy to simply see them as jerks. But let’s put ourselves in their shoes for a minute. Imagine seeing Jesus having a meal and chatting with someone who is responsible for keeping your family in poverty because of his own greed. Your children are hungry because of this man. Maybe one of your children has been taken by Rome to work as a slave to pay your taxes, because of him. Jesus claims to be from God, but yet, He is welcoming such a man. That doesn’t feel very good. So Jesus shows the pharisees (and all of us) a different perspective. In Jesus’ eyes, this tax collector and the other sinners He is associating with are like a wandering sheep.
Sheep are pretty helpless on their own. They get their wool stuck in brambles. They will eat poisonous food. They will follow each other into danger. They don’t have a good sense of direction. Their only natural defense is to clump together in a mass so that a predator will pick off the ones on the outside. As a matter of fact, the clumping together instinct is so strong, that if one wanders off, that one is automatically in trouble. With no shepherd nearby and flock for defense, it will probably not last long.
Looking through the eyes of Jesus, He says these tax collectors and other sinners are in danger. They are doomed without the intervention of the shepherd. The shepherd may have 99 wonderful sheep that He loves, but He will feel the urgency and precariousness of the one who wandered off. The only hope for the wanderer is for the shepherd to be willing to go and rescue. Our Shepherd is willing to go and rescue!
Jesus sees sinners as sheep who have left the flock and wandered off. They will get stuck. They will consume what will poison their soul. They will foolishly follow a crowd into danger. They are without direction. They are helpless to protect themselves from the demonic predators that seek to devour them.
Jesus also knows that He is the solution to their sin problem. When a sinner draws near to Him and stays near Him, they are transformed. They grow in righteousness. We see that happen in the life of the tax collector Zacchaeus.
Luke 19:1-10 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.
5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.
7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.”
8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.”
9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
Just a few chapters after Jesus told the parable of the Lost Sheep to the Pharisees, he encounters another tax collector. Zacchaeus wasn’t just any tax collector, he was a chief tax collector. He oversaw a large area and a local tax collector (like Matthew, who became a disciple of Jesus and wrote the gospel of Matthew) would have reported to him and passed on some of the profits to him. This man would have been full of greed. But look what happens to him when he realizes that Jesus wants to be with him. His life is changed. His greed is immediately turned into generosity and he becomes an agent for blessing people instead of oppressing them.
Our world is full of sinners and they act in ways that make us mad. Like the tax collectors, they hurt people because of their own sinful attitudes. The only hope for these wandering sheep is to know that the Shepherd really wants them and can save them. That’s our job. We are the representation of Jesus in the 21st century. If we don’t show them that we want them, how will they believe Jesus wants them.
2 Corinthians 2:15-16 15 For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing. 16 To the one we are an aroma that brings death; to the other, an aroma that brings life.
Not everyone will accept Jesus’ message of salvation like Zacchaeus did. But when someone does, they, like Zacchaeus, will be changed from one who curses into one who blesses. Jesus didn’t eat with sinners to revel in sin with them. He ate with sinners to bring them salvation and change their lives.

Questions for Reflection
1. What type of person is your “tax collector”? Who is it that you would be appalled by seeing Jesus having a meal with? This could be a specific person but could also be a group of people.



2. Now think about your that person, or group. What would it look like if they came to know Christ as their Savior, had His Spirit deposited in them and began to grow in Him? Just as we saw the dramatic change in Zacchaeus, imagine what your “tax collector” could do if they used their talents and influence for the gospel.




3. Spend time in prayer for that person or group. Ask the Holy Spirit to give you His eyes to see them as wandering sheep who need rescue. Ask the Holy Spirit if there is anything specific you can do to partner with Him in that rescue mission.



Now Let’s SOAP

What SCRIPTURE stood out to you the most? 





What is the Holy Spirit having you OBSERVE about that scripture? 





How can you practically APPLY this scripture to your daily living? 





Write out a PRAYER asking for the Holy Spirit’s help to live this out. 




Day 9
Luke 15:8-10 8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins[a] and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
In our last parable, we saw that Jesus compared sinners to wandering sheep. He showed that He had compassion on them and is willing to go to great lengths to search them out and save them. Now He compares sinners to a lost silver coin. Again, these coins were worth about a day’s wage each, so losing one would be like losing about $300. I don’t know about you, but I would really want to find that $300!
What is the woman’s strategy to finding the lost coin? She lights up the house. She cleans up the house. She searches carefully in corners and crevices. In our last parable, the shepherd went out over fields, rocks and bushes, probably calling for the sheep in a loud voice. He cast a wide net trying to find his lost sheep. In this parable the woman is more meticulous and careful about her search. A coin is a little harder to find than a sheep.
There are times when we throw out our net wide to reach the lost. We post on social media, inviting people to church. We live in a way to be light among our co-workers and family. We talk about the gospel when we get a chance. We may even go out to help the poor, serving a meal and the hope that Jesus brings at the same time. We know there are lost sheep, and we are searching for them.
Then there are times when we search in a more meticulous way, like the woman searching for the lost coin. We may have coffee with a friend who has questions about the gospel. We might spend time studying apologetics, doctrine and theology so that we can better share about Jesus. I once spent months emailing back and forth with a woman who had a LOT of questions about the Bible. Each email that came from her forced me to study a different topic or portion of scripture and seek the Holy Spirit so that I could answer her wisely. It took a lot of time, but it trained and sharpened me. I grew in knowledge that I wouldn’t have pursued on my own, without feeling like there was a lost coin that needed to be found. She is now serving the Lord and involved in ministry.
Tomorrow, when we look at the Parable of the Lost Son, we will see another aspect of God’s heart towards seeking those who are lost, the waiting. There are times when we go out to the highways and byways calling out for the lost. There are times when we put in thoughtful effort to find those who are a little bit harder to get to. Then there are times when we wait and watch.
As we’ll see in tomorrow’s parable, it took the lost son a long time to come to his senses and come back home to his father. Unlike the shepherd with the lost sheep and the woman with the lost coin, the father with the lost son didn’t go after the son. However, the father didn’t simply go about his own business and wait idly. He waited actively.
Luke 15:20 “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
We’ll go into this more tomorrow, but there was an important reason that the father was able to see the son while he was still a long way off. He was watching with purpose and intensity. I feel like this is the hardest posture of the three for us. It feels good to be active and cross mountains and fields or tear up a room to find what is lost. As Jesus shows us in these parables, there are definitely times for those things. Then there are times when we wait. Maybe you’ve gone out searching for a loved one who is lost. You’ve had the coffee dates and answered the questions but to no avail. Now you wait. And in the waiting, you watch and pray. You wait actively.
Ecclesiastes 3:1,7 There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens…a time to be silent and a time to speak.
Looking at the different reactions to what was lost in these parables shows us why it is so important to be led by the Spirit. It’s useless to argue apologetics with someone, when the right course of action is prayer. On the other hand, if someone can’t wrap their heads around salvation through Jesus’ death and resurrection, they need to have someone take the time to explain theology to them. The Holy Spirit is the only one who knows what each person needs at any given time. The good news is, He is ready and willing to impart that knowledge and guidance to you!
1 Corinthians 2:10-16 10 these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit.
The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 11 For who knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us. 13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words.[a] 14 The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit. 15 The person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a person is not subject to merely human judgments, 16 for, “Who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?”[b]But we have the mind of Christ.
That last verse is astounding to me. “We have the mind of Christ.” When we are led by the Spirit, we have supernatural knowledge about how best to share the gospel with others. We know when to speak, how to speak and when to be silent.

Questions for Reflection

1. Does sharing the good news of the gospel intimidate you? Rest in the fact that the Holy Spirit is the one who leads and guides you. You are not operating in your own power and wisdom.


2. Ask the Holy Spirit how He wants to partner with you to share the gospel with others.


3. Identify one person in your sphere who is lost. Ask the Holy Spirit what he would have you do about that. 








Now Let’s SOAP

What SCRIPTURE stood out to you the most? 





What is the Holy Spirit having you OBSERVE about that scripture? 





How can you practically APPLY this scripture to your daily living? 





Write out a PRAYER asking for the Holy Spirit’s help to live this out. 




Day 10
Luke 15:11-32 11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.
13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.
17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father.
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.
25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’
28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’
31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”
This is the most beautiful story that has ever been told. Jesus has already assigned value to the tax collectors and other sinners that He was eating with. He has already shown that they have wandered and gotten lost. But this parable highlights both the depravity of the sinner and the extravagant grace of God.
At the time and place where Jesus was telling this story, the worst thing you could do was dishonor your family. The only thing worse than dishonoring your family was to dishonor your family among the Gentiles (non-Jews). By asking for his inheritance early, the younger son is disrespecting his father. He is essentially wishing that his father was dead. When he takes the money and squanders it, the younger son is abandoning his responsibilities to the family. That money wasn’t for his own pleasure. It was for caring for the family and their home. When he goes to live in a foreign land, the younger son is rejecting the God of Israel.
So how would this same scenario play out with us? Are there times when we go to God, demanding blessings and then telling Him to mind His own business about the way we live our lives? We are wanting our inheritance without Him. Are there times when we want the blessings of God but not the responsibility of caring for His people? We don’t want to serve the Church, we want to use what God has given us to serve our own pleasures. When we do these things, we are acting like the prodigal son.
James 4:2-3 2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.
Back to our story. The younger son has now squandered the family’s money by living wildly among the Gentiles. The entire village where he grew up would know what he had done and there would be no redemption for him. He could never come home. In the middle east at this time there was something called the Kezazah Ceremony. When a someone dishonored the family or community, if they tried to come back, they would be met at the entrance to the village by the elders. A pot would be smashed at their feet. That would signify that they were not welcome. No one would give them help, food or shelter. They were banished from the village.
That’s why the younger son hires himself out to feed pigs. Pigs were considered unclean to Jews. Feeding pigs was about the lowest thing he could be doing. But he can’t ever go home and he knows it. He knows about the Kezazah Ceremony. After a while, desperation sets in so he hatches a plan. What if he could work his way back? He could never be a part of the family again. But, maybe, he could serve them and work so hard that they would let him stay. He decides to risk it.
We talked yesterday about how the father watched and waited. The father knew that if his son ever decided to come home, he would be stopped and ejected by the village elders. One day his watchfulness is rewarded and he recognizes that the figure a long way off is his lost son. He gathers up his robe and he runs. No dignified man at this time would run. That’s what boys did. But the father doesn’t care. He must get to his son before anyone else.
The running father is a beautiful picture of our determined Savior.
Luke 9:51 51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. (Where He would be crucified).
Hebrews 12:12 For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame.
Romans 5:8  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Jesus didn’t care about the shame or humiliation of the cross. He was determined to save us. The father of the prodigal son didn’t care about running in an undignified manner. He didn’t care what everyone else thought about his son. He was determined to save him.
Going back to the son’s plan. It would have taken an incredible act of mercy for the father to agree to take the son back as a hired hand. He could have been kind and given the son works to do to earn his keep. But the father goes extravagantly beyond what anyone could have imagined, he accepts him back as a son, with all of the rights that come with it.
The father orders that the best robe be placed on the son. This would have been a robe that the father himself had worn. When we come to the Father, through Jesus, the same is done for us. This establishes him as an honored part of the family again.
Galatians 3:26-27 26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
Then the father puts a ring on the son’s finger. This means that the son is restored into the rights that go along with sonship. He can make decisions for the family. We have those same rights in the family of God.
2 Corinthians 5:19-20 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.
Finally, the father orders that shoes be put on his son’s feet. Servants went barefoot. He establishes for everyone to see that his son will not work his way back into the family. He is given the rights of sonship through the grace and mercy of the father and nothing else.
Ephesians 2:8-9 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.
We do not earn our way back to the Father. We are given the full rights of a child through faith in Christ. Just like the lost son, we have all wanted the blessings of God without his parentage or authority. We have wanted to use those blessings for our own desires instead of the good of others. We have foolishly squandered what was given to us and rejected God. But when we turn towards Him with a repentant heart, he runs to us and restores us completely.
We can’t move on without taking a quick look at the other son. Notice in verse 12, that the father “divided his property between them.” That means that the older son also received his inheritance. But he stayed and used the money to be a dutiful son and care for the family. He was respectable. He did what he should and now he is angry. If we put ourselves in his shoes, we can see why he’s angry. Just as we saw in the parable of the workers in the vineyard and in the reactions of the pharisees towards Jesus eating with tax collectors, God’s mercy can seem a bit unfair to us.
That’s the point. God’s mercy is unfair. It’s unfair to Him.
Isaiah 53:5-6 But he was pierced for our transgressions,
    he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
    and by his wounds we are healed.
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
    each of us has turned to our own way;
and the Lord has laid on him
    the iniquity of us all.
We are wandering sheep, lost coins and prodigal children who turn to our own way. Thank God for His unfair, extravagant mercy!


Questions for Reflection

1. Does God’s mercy make you uncomfortable when you receive it? Do you find yourself trying to earn your way into His family?


2. Does God’s mercy make you angry when you see others receive it?


3. In verse 31 we see the father say to the older son, “you are always with me.” The older son had the blessing of years of fellowship with the father that the younger son missed. How would our perspective change if we viewed the real prize as simply relationship with God.













Now Let’s SOAP

What SCRIPTURE stood out to you the most? 





What is the Holy Spirit having you OBSERVE about that scripture? 





How can you practically APPLY this scripture to your daily living? 





Write out a PRAYER asking for the Holy Spirit’s help to live this out. 




Day 11
Matthew 21:28-44 28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’
29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.
30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go.
31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?”
“The first,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.
33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place. 34 When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit.
35 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 36 Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 37 Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said.
38 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 39 So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.
40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”
41 “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.”
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:
“‘The stone the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone;
the Lord has done this,
    and it is marvelous in our eyes’[a]?
43 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. 44 Anyone who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.”
Let’s set the stage for these two parables. There is a long history in Israel of persecuting prophets. Jeremiah was beaten, thrown into a well and kidnapped. Jewish tradition tells us he was then stoned to death. Jewish tradition also tells us that Isaiah was sawed in half. We know from scripture that John the Baptist was beheaded. Jesus speaks of Zechariah being murdered in Matthew 23:35.
The Pharisees would have identified with these prophets. However, they were deluded in their belief that they would have been like the prophets in Israel’s history, instead of the ones persecuting them. Now the greatest prophet of all, God in the flesh, is standing before them. Instead of listening to Him, they challenge his authority. They are following in the same footsteps of those who sought to kill the ancient prophets.
So Jesus tells them the first parable. In it, the Pharisees are represented by the son who said he would work in the vineyard but did not. The Pharisees said they were righteous and serving God but fell short of it. In contrast, tax collectors and prostitutes had no intention of pursuing righteousness but found themselves falling in love with Jesus. Because of their desire for closeness with Him, they achieved something they never thought possible, righteousness and service in the Kingdom of God. These very parables were passed down to us by the writings of Matthew, a tax collector.
Then, in case the Pharisees were still unclear as to who they were in the first parable, Jesus tells them a second one. In this parable we have a cast of characters representing reality. God is the landowner. The Jewish leaders, in this instance the Pharisees, are the tenant farmers. The servants are the prophets. Jesus is the Son. The other tenants that the vineyard will be given to are the Gentiles.
Even in the Old Testament, our ability to be righteous has always depended on closeness with God.
Psalm 91:12-13 The righteous will flourish like a palm tree,
    they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon;
13 planted in the house of the Lord,
    they will flourish in the courts of our God.
Notice that the righteous are planted in the house of the Lord. They flourish before God first, then righteous deeds flow from Him. These Pharisees had the opportunity to sit and learn at the feet of God. Instead, right after Jesus told these parables, they did what their ancestors had done, they plotted to kill him.
Do these parables have relevance for us today. Absolutely! First, stop and focus on where your righteousness comes from. Living a righteous life is a good thing. Obeying God’s laws is a good thing. But something corrupt happens when we try to do it apart from closeness with God. We think we’re righteous because we’re checking off the boxes and following the rules, but unless we are planted in the house of the Lord, pride, arrogance and callousness towards others will begin to seep into our hearts and attitudes.
The way to grow in righteousness is knowing that we are not righteous and consistently drawing closer and closer to the One who is.
Romans 7:21-25 21 So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? 25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!
When we find ourselves struggling with sin, the solution is not to try harder, it’s to get closer to Jesus.
Next, let’s look at another aspect of this parable. The owner of the vineyard wanted what was rightfully his from the tenants. That’s why he kept sending his servants and finally his son, to collect what belonged to him. If the owner of the vineyard represents God, we have to ask, what does God want?
Right after Jesus told these parables, the Pharisees tried to trap him again. Knowing that he was chummy with tax collectors and the Jewish people hated paying taxes, they decided that would be a good way to turn the people against Him.
Matthew 22:16-21 16 They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax[a] to Caesar or not?”
18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? 19 Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, 20 and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?”
21 “Caesar’s,” they replied.
Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”
A Roman coin was minted by Rome, had Ceasar’s image on it and was demanded back by Rome. We, on the other hand, have been created by God. We bear God’s image. What does God want? He wants you. He wants you, His image bearer, to willingly give yourself back to Him for fellowship and service in His Kingdom. Ceasar can keep his money. God is interested in lives.


Questions for Reflection

1. Think about areas where you struggle with sin or feeling like you don’t measure up to God’s standards. Now spend time thinking about the beauty and righteousness of Jesus. Thank Him for His salvation and great love for you. Take those sins and areas of desired growth to Him one by one and ask for the help of His Holy Spirit to decrease sin and increase righteousness in your life. Now praise Him again that He didn’t just die for you, but He lived a righteous life for you.


2. Are you trying to follow the rules without closeness to Jesus? Make a commitment to prioritize time with Him above working for Him.


3. As an image bearer of God, belonging to Him, are there any areas of your life you struggle to give back to Him? Ask the Holy Spirit to help you and give you opportunities to grow in those areas.




Now Let’s SOAP

What SCRIPTURE stood out to you the most? 





What is the Holy Spirit having you OBSERVE about that scripture? 





How can you practically APPLY this scripture to your daily living? 





Write out a PRAYER asking for the Holy Spirit’s help to live this out. 




Day 12
Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.
4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’
5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. 6 The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.
8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 9 So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 He asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The man was speechless.
13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”
We’ve been talking a lot about the grace and mercy of God. We have seen how Jesus spent time with tax collectors, prostitutes and other sinners. He told parable after parable highlighting the fact that He is full of mercy and ready to forgive and restore the worst of the worst. We’ve seen time and again, that those who focused so strongly on the rules and thought they were righteous were rejected by God because they rejected His Son.
Here we have another parable showing the true heart of the religious leaders in Israel. They were invited to be with God. They were invited to celebrate the Son. But instead they were more interested in their own business, even going so far as to mistreat and kill those who interfered with their power and traditions.
So God extended the invitation to others. He opens His doors wide and beckons the lowly, the Gentiles, the good, the bad and anyone else who wants to come. This sounds like many of the other parables Jesus has told, until the end. The king sees a man there without wedding clothes. He orders the man tied up and thrown out into the darkness. This might seem like an overreaction. Didn’t the king send his servants out to the streets to invite people in? Now he’s mad that they are there without wedding clothes?
Remember on Day 10 when we talked about the robe that the father placed on the son? We looked at this scripture in Galatians.
Galatians 3:26-27 26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
Even though this man was not a Pharisee or religious leader, and even though the king extended the invitation to any and all, those who came to the wedding still had to be properly clothed. The tax collectors and prostitutes didn’t stay tax collectors and prostitutes after their encounter with Jesus. They changed, as we see with Zaccheaus. There has been such an emphasis on making sure that we don’t walk in our own righteousness, that some can take that to mean that they don’t have to be righteous at all. The Apostle Paul addressed this attitude.
Romans 6:1-4 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
20th Century theologian and martyr, Deitrich Bonhoeffer called this the difference between cheap grace and costly grace.
“Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, Communion without confession, absolution without personal confession. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.”
“Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field; for the sake of it a man will go and sell all that he has. It is the pearl of great price to buy which the merchant will sell all his goods. It is the kingly rule of Christ, for whose sake a man will pluck out the eye which causes him to stumble; it is the call of Jesus Christ at which the disciple leaves his nets and follows him.
Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again and again, the gift which must be asked for, the door at which a man must knock. Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life. It is costly because it condemns sin, and grace because it justifies the sinner. Above all, it is costly because it cost God the life of his Son: ‘ye were bought at a price,’ and what has cost God much cannot be cheap for us.”
Philippians 2:12-13 12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.
We will all have times when we fail and stumble. God’s grace is not fragile but it is also not cheap. If we ever find ourselves in a place where we are growing in sin instead of righteousness, there is a problem somewhere. We need to spend time wrestling through that with God.

Questions for Reflection

1. We will all have times of dry spells, but looking over your life since you came to salvation through Christ, generally speaking, do you find yourself growing in righteousness?


2. If your answer to question #1 is yes, spend time seeking the Lord about any current area He wants you to grow in.


3. If your answer to question #1 is no, spend time seeking the Lord as to why. Do you prioritize worldly things (TV, social media, spending time with ungodly friends) over time with Him? Are you consistently walking in disobedience to His word? Spend time asking the Lord to “work in you to will and to act in order to fulfill His good purpose.” Then make a commitment to change your unhealthy habits. Put boundaries, methods, accountability and a strategy in place to help you do this.

Now Let’s SOAP

What SCRIPTURE stood out to you the most? 





What is the Holy Spirit having you OBSERVE about that scripture? 





How can you practically APPLY this scripture to your daily living? 





Write out a PRAYER asking for the Holy Spirit’s help to live this out. 




Day 13
Matthew 25:1-13 “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4 The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.
6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’
7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’
9 “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’
10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.
11 “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’
12 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’
13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.
Jesus begins this parable, “at that time…” At what time is He talking about? Just before Jesus told this parable, His disciples had come and asked Him questions about the end of the age. Jesus launches into teaching them about signs to look for that will signal earth’s last days and His immanent return. He tells them that no one will know the exact time of His return, so we need to keep watch.
Matthew 24:42-44  “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.
Then He tells them this parable. Because weddings were different in 1st century Galilee than 21st century America, we need to understand what the original hearers of this parable would have gleaned from it.
In Galilee at this time, a groom would go to his prospective bride’s home. A ceremony would be performed. A deposit would be given for the bride’s preparation, then the groom would return to his home to prepare. While the bride prepared her wedding clothes, the groom would be preparing the home they would live in. Because the groom would be anxious to go get his bride and possibly cut corners, the groom didn’t have a say in when that would take place. Only the groom’s father could give the order that everything was ready and the groom could go bring his bride home.
The bride, on the other hand, had no idea how long this would take. It was usually about a year. She could look at signs that would give her a rough idea, but she would not know exactly when the groom would show up. As she sensed the day must be getting close, she would sleep in her wedding clothes because the groom could show up in the middle of the night. She would make sure everything was ready for his arrival at a moment’s notice.
Have you ever had to get up really early to go to the airport? You may not sleep in your clothes, but you have them laid out. Your bags are packed. Your passport is in your carryon. Breakfast is ready to grab and go. The car is gassed up or the Uber is scheduled. The scene from Home Alone where they almost miss their flight keeps going through your head. You know this is important and you want to make sure you’re ready and don’t get to the airport too late. It was kind of like that.
Now let’s look at the cast of players. Jesus is the groom. The father is God. The virgins are those claiming to be followers of Christ. The waiting period is the span of time from when Jesus ascended into heaven, until He returns.
Acts 1:9-11 9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.
10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”
After Jesus died, was resurrected and spent time with the disciples, He was taken up into the sky. The disciples were given the promise that He would return the same way. While Jesus is away from us physically, He is preparing our eternal home.
John 14:1-3 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God[a]; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.
While we, the bride, wait for Jesus, our groom, to return, we have a job to do as well. We are to keep watch for Him. Live with excited anticipation at His coming. And make sure we are ready. How do we make ourselves ready?
Right before He ascended into heaven, Jesus told His disciples this:
Acts 1:7-8 7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
We are to be busy about our Groom’s business while we wait for His return. But, He didn’t leave us to do this work on our own. He gave us His Holy Spirit to empower us to complete it.
After Jesus told His disciples that He was going to prepare a place for them, He gave them this assurance.
John 14:15-21 15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be[a] in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”
What a day it will be when our Savior returns, and we get to spend eternity with Him! Until that time, we make sure we are prepared like the wise virgins. We keep our Lord’s commands, we stay near to His Spirit, we fulfill the mission He has given us to reach a lost world.

Questions for Reflection

1. In 2 Timothy 4:8, Paul says, 8 “Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.”
Do you long for the Lord’s appearing? Do you think about His return?


2. In general, we have 3 things to do while we wait for Christ’s return: walk in obedience, be led by His Spirit, and reach the lost. Which one do you struggle with the most? 


3. Spend time with the Holy Spirit, asking Him to enable you to grow in all of these areas.


















Now Let’s SOAP

What SCRIPTURE stood out to you the most? 





What is the Holy Spirit having you OBSERVE about that scripture? 





How can you practically APPLY this scripture to your daily living? 





Write out a PRAYER asking for the Holy Spirit’s help to live this out. 




Day 14
Why is it important to go to church? I’ve heard many people say that they are the church and they don’t need to gather with other believers. That is not biblical. If my thumb got cut off from my body, my thumb could not say it was me. It would be a dismembered part that no longer functioned correctly because it was not connected to my body. In the same way, Christians are not meant to be lone rangers. We are only the body when we are together.
1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 27 12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by[a] one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many… 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
See you at church this morning!
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