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Dwell
A Journey Through the Parables of Jesus
Introduction
Join us for the next 21 days as we go through The Parables of Jesus together and grow in our discipleship journey. Here are a few guidelines to remember each day so that you get the most out of this time:

1. Set aside time
Don’t just power through the reading to check it off your list. Set aside a good chunk of time to really focus on the Lord. Remember, you’re spending time with your Father, who loves you dearly. Give Him time to speak and commune with you.

2. Ask for the Holy Spirit’s help
Before you begin each section, ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you. Ask Him to reveal truths to you through His word. Ask Him to also reveal truths to you about your own heart. Believe that He wants to direct you.

3. Reflect on what you read
At the end of each section, there will be some questions to ponder as well as space to write your own reflections. As we reflect on the word, we will be using the following format. We call it SOAP.

Scripture – What specific verse stood out to you?

Observation – Why did you take notice of it? What did the Holy Spirit reveal to you about this verse?

Application – What is the Holy Spirit asking YOU to do to apply this verse to your daily living?

Prayer – Write out a prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to enable you to live this verse out in the ways He is asking you to.

4. Memorize
Finally, take the verse that the Holy Spirit highlighted to you and write it on a note card or sticky note. Carry it with you all day or all week, meditating on it, living it and memorizing it. Won’t it be great to have several scriptures memorized at the end of the next 21 days?

Are you ready for day one? Let’s get started!


Day 1
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”
18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”
What a great parable for us to begin our 21 days. Before we jump into examining the words of Jesus here, let’s pause and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to us. Which, of the four people, do we resemble most in this parable? In light of that, what actions should we be taking?
The seed here, represents the good news of the gospel and the Kingdom of God. It’s interesting that Jesus was doing the work of the sower in this parable. Since there was a large crowd around Him, there undoubtably would have been all four types of people there.
The Ignorant Person
When the gospel goes out, sometimes it is heard by those who don’t understand it. It doesn’t click. They have questions.
What happens in this case? Jesus tells us that the enemy is ready and poised to turn their lack of understanding into unbelief. He snatches the seed away and they are left with nothing.
What is the antidote for this person? Get answers to your questions. When we find ourselves in areas of doubt or having a lack of understanding about spiritual truths, it is vital that we press into scripture instead of giving up. 
Acts 17:10-1210 As soon as it was night, the believers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving there, they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 12 As a result, many of them believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men.
When the apostle Paul arrived in Berea, he did what he always did. He went straight to the synagogue to tell the other Jews that their Messiah had already come. This was the biggest news a Jew could hear! Paul went on to further provide proof that the Messiah was Jesus. The Bereans had questions. They weren’t sure. So, they looked intently into what God had already spoken, to see if what Paul was saying was true. Their questions were answered and many of them believed.
The Shallow Person
There are others who, like the Bereans, received the word with great joy and eagerness, but they fail to grow roots. A couple of years ago, we had our most fervent prayers for Mosaic answered. We saw droves of people coming to know Christ as their Savior. What a blessing! With that blessing, there came a great responsibility, to provide opportunity for each and every one to grow roots. We quickly put into motion a plan to teach large numbers of people the basics of following Jesus by having all our Life Groups go through the same discipleship material.
Matthew 28:18-20 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
In order to fulfill the commands of Jesus in this verse, the responsibility lies on 2 different people, the teacher and the student. Again, ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you about which one you are right now.
If you are new to faith in Jesus, get confused reading the Bible, struggle with trusting God, don’t know how to pray, don’t see sin decreasing and righteousness increasing in your life, if trials cause you to doubt God’s goodness and lose your joy, it’s very likely that you need to grow deeper roots.
Hebrews 5:11-14 11 We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it clear to you because you no longer try to understand. 12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.
If this sounds like you, don’t get discouraged! We were all spiritual “infants” at one time. However, that means that it’s time to start maturing. How do you do that? There are many ways, and you should be doing all of them. 
1. Be faithful to attend church. You have the opportunity, every Sunday, to be taught from God’s word and be around people who can help teach you. 
2. Ask questions. Never be intimidated by asking your pastors or church leadership questions about things you don’t understand. A few years ago, when Jeff was a pastor for KLOVE Radio, he had a caller who had recently moved to the US from another country. He had no idea who Jesus was but kept hearing all these great things about Him. Finally, he called to speak to a pastor to find out where, in the United States, Jesus lived so he could go meet Him. Jeff was pretty giddy to start from the beginning and share the beauty of who Christ is with someone who knew nothing about Him. We get really excited to talk with people about Jesus and the Bible!
3. Get in a Life Group. Small groups are designed to make opportunity for growth. As we discuss the Bible, our struggles, our victories and even current events, we are nourished by those who are more mature in areas than we are.
4. Curate your friend group. Those who you spend the most time with should be carefully selected because they build you up in your faith. Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians 15, that “bad company corrupts good character.” Choose your friends and teachers wisely.
5. Combine prayer with reading your Bible. I always ask the Holy Spirit to help me understand and reveal truth to me prior to reading my Bible. Scripture tells us that He is our teacher. Ask Him to teach you and He will be faithful to do it!
The other half of the responsibility lays on those who are more mature in their journey of following Jesus. We’ll talk about that below.

The Worldly Person
Jesus describes another type of person who receives the word. As this person begins to grow, there are other things there that, if not removed, will choke out all faith. Thorns surround the good plant that is trying to grow and choke it out, taking all the nutrients and resources.
We were made for more than shopping malls, fun vacations, parties, good food, new cars, and Pinterest worthy homes.
Ephesians 2:10 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
God has prepared good works for us to do that will advance His will and Kingdom on earth. When our focus, money, energy and resources are directed at things that don’t matter and won’t last, we live useless lives, with all fruit and health choked out by the things of this world.
If you find that you fall into this category of loving the world, ask the Lord to turn your heart toward the things that are on His heart. Those are the things that really matter and will last for eternity.
The Fruitful Person
Finally, we have the last type of person in Jesus’ parable, the person who bears fruit. This person hears the word and understands it. Their soil is good because this person doesn’t have a hard heart towards God or a worldly attitude. What happens when we have a soft heart, seek the Holy Spirit’s help in understanding the word, and recognize and root out worldliness? We bear a whole lot of fruit!
What does fruit look like? It certainly looks like the fruits of the Spirit in Galatians.
Galatians 5:22-25 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.
You probably haven’t perfected these things, but, if you are a fruitful person, you should recognize that you are growing in them.
Fruit also looks like growing God’s kingdom. As we talked about with the shallow person, it takes two people to make a disciple, a teacher and student. When we find ourselves walking in a place of maturity, it’s time to make sure that we are making disciples. If you are growing in fruits of the Spirit, now begin to use the gifts of the Spirit to minister to others for their growth and the edifying of the Church.
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.
7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues,[a] and to still another the interpretation of tongues.[b] 11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.

Questions for Reflection
1. Going back to the questions we began with, which person do you most resemble in this parable?


2. In light of question #1, what do you feel the Holy Spirit is asking you to do?



3. Re-read Galatians 5:22-25. Which Fruit of the Spirit do you feel you need to grow in most? Ask the Holy Spirit for His help and strategies to help you grow in that fruit.








Now Let’s SOAP

What SCRIPTURE stood out to you the most? 





What is the Holy Spirit having you OBSERVE about that scripture? 





How can you practically APPLY this scripture to your daily living? 





Write out a PRAYER asking for the Holy Spirit’s help to live this out. 



Day 2
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.
27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’
28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied.
“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’
29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’”
36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”
37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.
40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear.
At the time that Jesus told this parable, the people listening would have understood it from their everyday life. If someone wanted to sabotage a fellow farmer, it was not uncommon for them to sneak into their wheat field and sow bearded darnel seeds among the wheat seeds. Darnel is a dangerous imposter that looks so much like wheat, it’s difficult to know the difference until they both reach full maturity. In small doses, darnel makes you dizzy and nauseous. In larger doses, it can kill you.
Yesterday we read Galatians 5:22-25 which listed several Fruits of the Spirit all Christians should be growing in. When we first give our lives to Jesus and His Holy Spirit comes to reside within us, we have a lot of growing to do. These fruits may still be in the germination stage and not always evident on the outside. As we spend time daily with the Lord, in prayer, worship and reading His word, our lives get all the water, nutrients and fertilizer we need and these fruits grow more rapidly.
On the other hand, sometimes sin doesn’t seem too bad and can even mimic fruits of the Spirit. We live in a culture that repeatedly tells us “love” means accepting whatever reality someone else wants to make up. We’re told that “joy” can be found in parties, popularity or another relationship. “Peace” can be had through alcohol, drugs or endless therapy sessions. We admire the “self-control” of super models who starve themselves to maintain a desired look. These counterfeits often start out small too, but as they are fed by the things of this world, they grow and become more destructive.
James 1:14-15 14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.
When Paul listed the fruits of the Sprit in Galatians 5, he also listed what the full-grown acts of the flesh look like.
Galatians 5:19-21 19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.
Sexual immorality doesn’t start out as an affair and death of a marriage. It starts out as flirting and fantasizing. Dissensions don’t begin with a church split. Early on they look like gossiping & complaining.
I prayed with a woman once who wanted to see more of the Holy Spirit’s work in her life. The problem was that she made it a habit to consult tarot card readers and astrology forecasts. She kept saying that it was no big deal. She simply wanted to know when Mr. Right was going to come into her life. Witchcraft doesn’t always look like conjuring spells. Sometimes it looks like wanting to be in a relationship so badly that you will disobey the word of God and refuse to submit what you want to Him. That’s rebellion.
In the early stages both a young Christian and someone just stepping on the path of sin may look a lot alike. However, only one has the DNA of Jesus. As they both grow, the Christian is allowing the Holy Spirit to convict them, refine them, use pressures and pain to produce perseverance, and teach them how to have joy in all circumstances. As they both walk their chosen path, the differences become more pronounced. When we reach maturity, the differences will be clear.
In the meantime, we are wheat, living in a world full of darnel. It’s hard and frustrating to look around and see the absolute depravity of the world around us. It’s tempting to want to get as far away from it all as possible. But the wheat isn’t supposed to worry about the darnel. The wheat has 3 jobs: reproduce, nourish others & grow.
We reproduce by leading others to salvation through our testimony, conversation or an invite to church. We nourish others by using our gifts to build up the church and disciple people. We grow by allowing the Holy Spirit free reign to work in us and through us. That’s why our last few themes for the year at Mosaic have been:
Becoming Fishers of Men
Discipleship: Be One, Make One
Being Spirit Led
Incidentally, darnel has been almost completely eradicated from our planet. It can still be found making its way into crops in Asia and Africa in small numbers, but it is non-existent in European and American crops. Why is that? Because wheat showed itself to be far superior and more desirable than the imposter. Sure, there were some who cultivated darnel for intoxicating purposes, but it proved to be too dangerous.
Wouldn’t it be great if we were so good at being wheat that schemes of our enemy become less and less prevalent in our world?

Questions for Reflection
1. Like healthy wheat, in order for us to grow, we need enough supply of the correct nutrients, water and fertilizer. We grow by spending time with God through Bible study, prayer, worship and fellowship with other believers. Are you getting enough of each of these to be healthy?


2. Take the growth requirements in question #1 and rate them strongest to weakest in your own life.
Bible Study
Prayer
Worship
Fellowship with other believers
3. What is one thing you can do to make your weakest growth area stronger?










Now Let’s SOAP

What SCRIPTURE stood out to you the most? 





What is the Holy Spirit having you OBSERVE about that scripture? 





How can you practically APPLY this scripture to your daily living? 





Write out a PRAYER asking for the Holy Spirit’s help to live this out. 



Day 3
Matthew 13:31-33 31 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 32 Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its branches.”
33 He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds[a] of flour until it worked all through the dough.”
Jesus came to us in the humblest way. By the world’s standards, for Jesus to become someone great would have been a long shot. Then, He gathered around him 12 insignificant men. There were about 600,000 Jews living in Israel during the time Jesus walked the earth. Out of those 600,000, He chose men who had no influence or power.
Fast forward to the year 2025. There are 2.6 billion people who claim to be Christians in the world. 1.6 million of those people are Jews. Despite the statistics that we know about people walking away from the faith in the last few years, Christianity is the largest religion in the world and is projected to continue to hold that title.
A son of a carpenter, born in a stable + a group of rag tag people of no significance = 2.6 billion people on every continent claiming to follow Jesus.
The math doesn’t add up until we add in the miraculous. When Jesus told these two parables, He was showing His disciples that, although they were small now, just like yeast or a mustard seed, great things would happen as the Kingdom of Heaven spread and grew. The Church that Jesus would establish through these men would increase dramatically, becoming a place of refuge for others. We have certainly seen that come to pass.
Is that all? Are these parables simply predictions by Jesus that we can nod our head to and acknowledge that they have, indeed, been fulfilled?
That’s not all. These parables have application to us today in a very personal way. Ephesians tells us that when we come to Jesus for salvation, we are seated with Him in the heavenly realms.
Ephesians 2:6-10 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
According to this scripture, we are now citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven. What is a characteristic of the Kingdom of Heaven? Small, unimportant, insignificant things become huge and influential, far beyond their beginnings or natural abilities. That’s you! That’s me!
Scripture goes on to tell us, in Ephesians, that God has plans for us to fulfill. I have never seen an instance of God’s plans for me or others that are small and manageable within our own skill set. God’s plans are often stretching, intimidating, above our paygrade, uncomfortable yet completely exciting. When we feel the Lord laying out some fantastic plan for us, we need to remember that we are created to do good works, “in Christ Jesus.” He adds the miraculous to what would, in the natural, be a calculation that doesn’t add up.
In the Gospel of Luke, we have the story of Jesus giving His disciples a hard teaching about forgiveness. The disciples know their limitations, and this is beyond their abilities. They do the best thing they could possibly do, they ask Jesus to do the miraculous in them.
Luke 17:5-6 5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”
6 He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.
The response Jesus gives them is consistent with our parable. He assures them that, if they have the smallest amount of faith, it will spread and grow. They will find themselves doing great, unimaginable things by this multiplication of faith.
If faith grows like a mustard seed or yeast, is it possible for it to be stunted or stop growing? The next words of Jesus in Luke 17 give us the answer to that.
Luke 17:7-10 7 “Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Will he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? 8 Won’t he rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? 9 Will he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? 10 So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’”
At first glance, this portion of scripture seems to come out of nowhere. Jesus was talking about faith and doing miraculous things, then He suddenly switches to talking about a servant coming in from the field and continuing to serve the master. We can’t separate this portion of scripture from the teaching on faith because Jesus connected them.
Let’s recap and then bring it to a conclusion. The Kingdom of Heaven adds extraordinary to the ordinary. When we are joined with Christ, as citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven, we get to operate in the extraordinary and supernatural to accomplish the works that God has prepared for us to do. Now Jesus tells us that we should not get lazy about those works. We shouldn’t act entitled because we have already done some of the plans God has for us and think now is the time to kick our feet up and relax. We also shouldn’t act as if fulfilling the plans and purposes God has made for us was done in our own strength. Doing so will stunt faith.
Instead, we remember who we are, unworthy servants. We continue serving, doing our duty as citizens of Heaven. We know that rest will come in eternity but, while we are on earth, we have a job to do.
Luke 9:62 62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”
Galatians 6:8-9 8 Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.


Questions for Reflection
1. Are there plans that God has made for you that seem too big, difficult or overwhelming? One is one thing you can do today to step out in faith to accomplish what the Lord is asking you to do?



2. Have you gotten tired of fulfilling God’s plans for you and, instead would like to put your feet up and relax? Ask the Lord to bring humility and a renewed view of who is the master and who is the servant. What is one thing you can do today to begin serving again?




3. Are there any obstacles in your way that need to be uprooted and cast aside? Step out in faith and command them to be removed.









Now Let’s SOAP

What SCRIPTURE stood out to you the most? 





What is the Holy Spirit having you OBSERVE about that scripture? 






How can you practically APPLY this scripture to your daily living? 





Write out a PRAYER asking for the Holy Spirit’s help to live this out. 


Day 4
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.
I’d be surprised if you didn’t know this by now, but, my husband has a thing for classic Ford Mustangs. Throughout our 34-year marriage, he has owned 5 at different times. The first one he purchased was a 1968, rotting in a field. He recognized it by the taillights. He knocked on the door and offered the owners $500 for it. They accepted his offer. At the time, we didn’t have an extra $500 so we had to sell our second car to purchase an old, beat up car in a field that didn’t run.
It was a sacrifice, sharing one car, while trying to save up money to get the Mustang fixed up. However, we knew something that made the sacrifice totally worth it. Classic cars have intrinsic value. No matter what they look like on the outside (or under the hood) they have a high value simply based on what they are. They are rare, unable to be duplicated, give a great return on your investment and downright beautiful when they look like they should.
In this parable, Jesus tells us that the Kingdom of Heaven is like something of great value, but that value is hidden and not obvious to everyone. Just like Jeff’s first Mustang, some people may see a glimpse of it but not assign high value to it. Others will just pass right by, never realizing the gem that is hidden a few feet away from them. But, every once in a while, someone notices that there is something of great value sitting there. 
What does that person do? Filled with joy, they become determined to lay hold of that treasure, no matter the cost. And it will cost.
Matthew 10:37-38 37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.
Acts 4:32 32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had.
Hebrews 10:33-35 33 Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated. 34 You suffered along with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions. 35 So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded.
Being a citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven may cost you relationships. It will definitely require that you allow the Holy Spirit to make you into a person who focuses more on pursuing the will of God rather than your own desires. It’s a mind shift. Going from clinging to what is mine to giving generously because we know that worldly gain is worth nothing and heavenly gain is more valuable than we can imagine.
Matthew 6:19-22 19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
When we open up our hands and joyfully relinquish everything we have to the will of the Father, we receive something better. We receive something of eternal value instead of temporal value.
The more you allow the Holy Spirit to pinpoint areas you need to quit clinging to, the more beautiful you will become.
It took a lot of work to make our first 1968 Mustang functional and beautiful. Jeff spent hours sanding off dirt, grime & old paint. The interior had to be replaced. There was a lot of work to do under the hood so that the car would drive well. The work was worth it because it brought us a profit.
Let the Holy Spirit do a similar work in you. You will reap a profit.



Questions for Reflection
1. What is the hardest area for you to give control over to the Lord? Finances? Relationships? Possessions? Time? Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal the answer to you.



2. Now ask the Holy Spirit what He would have to do to truly give over that area to Him and lay hold of the Kingdom of Heaven.




3. Are there any areas where you are giving generously but you are not doing it with joy? Ask the Holy Spirit to change your attitude about that and produce in you the fruit of joy.










Now Let’s SOAP

What SCRIPTURE stood out to you the most? 






What is the Holy Spirit having you OBSERVE about that scripture? 





How can you practically APPLY this scripture to your daily living?





Write out a PRAYER asking for the Holy Spirit’s help to live this out. 


Day 5
Matthew 18:21-32 21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.
23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold[a] was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.
26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.
28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins.[b] He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded.
29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’
30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened.
32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.
35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

Forgiveness can be excruciatingly hard. Peter was being pretty generous, offering to forgive someone 7 times. Imagine what that looks like in real life. Let’s say you catch a friend stealing money from you, or gossiping about you. You do the big thing and forgive them. You catch them doing it again. You forgive them. They do it again. You forgive again. There they go again. You take a deep breath and forgive them again. Already it seems pretty extravagant, like you are giving them way more than they deserve. This is only forgiving 4 times! Peter is kind of looking like a spiritual giant here, offering to forgive someone a full 7 times!
Jesus says that 7 times is nowhere nearly enough times to forgive. Keep in mind, we’re not even talking about forgiving strangers here. These are brothers and sisters, people who are close to you. That makes forgiveness even harder, because it usually comes along with the sting of betrayal.
I remember a time when a dear friend betrayed and lied about me publicly. Not long after that, this friend went through a difficult time. I was in a position to offer love, support and help to her privately. By the grace of God, I did. She never apologized or even acknowledged what she had done. She never made a public retraction. But the Lord gave me the ability to genuinely continue to love her. I’m a little ashamed to admit that I felt a bit spiritually superior. I wouldn’t have said this, but there was something deep down in me that felt like God must be about to give me the Christian of the Year Award. The reality is that I had just checked off forgiveness #1. This friend could have betrayed me 6 more times. I could have forgiven and continued to show her love 6 more times. At that point, according to Jesus, I still wouldn’t even be close to the level of bare minimum Christian forgiveness that was required of me. That’s humbling.
So why is forgiveness such a big deal? Well, first of all, it’s a big deal because God has forgiven us. In this parable, the man who begged the king for forgiveness owed the king 10,000 bags of gold. That is 10,000 talents in the Greek. One talent was worth 20 years wages for a day laborer. This servant owed the king 200,000 YEARS worth of wages. The amount is purposefully astronomical and impossible to repay. The same is true of us. We have racked up an astronomically high and impossible to repay debt of sins before God.
Part of the problem is that we don’t always believe that we’re that bad and in need of so much forgiveness. That’s because we focus on our righteous deeds and downplay our sin. While I was feeling pretty high and mighty spiritually for forgiving my friend, I was simultaneously downplaying the pride I was operating in. Even if we do admit to ourselves that we are sinning, we try to use other tactics to make us feel better about it. I may have been feeling prideful, but I was also being forgiving. Surely, they balance each other out and the pride issue isn’t that bad, right? It doesn’t work that way. By God’s great grace, He doesn’t even give us the option to earn our salvation through works because the scales would never tip in our favor. We have to admit that when God forgives us through the death and resurrection of Jesus, it is a REALLY big deal.
Now we see the servant go out from this miraculous place of mercy and find someone who owes him a debt, 100 denarii. The equivalent of this debt would have been about 100 day’s wages. The average daily wage in the US is about $300. So, this man owed roughly the equivalent of $30,000 in our economy. That’s a lot of money, but nowhere near what the servant had owed the king. Many of us probably owe at least this much money on a car or our house. It’s a comprehendible amount to be able to pay back over time. Even with that being the case, the servant violently insists that the money be paid back now. He shows none of the mercy that he has just received. We must ponder the question, why would the servant do that? Did he think that the amount he owed the king was so great that the king would never call it to account? Did he not understand the magnitude of his debt? Did he believe he should not be held responsible for the debt? Did he wrongly view his own debt as smaller than the debt he was owed?
Now let’s ask those same questions about ourselves. Do we think that God will never call our sin to account? Do we not understand the magnitude of our sin? Do we believe that we shouldn’t be held responsible for it? If, deep down inside of us we believe these things, we will view our own sin as small. When we view our own sins as small and the sins of others against us as large, it is a breeding ground for unforgiveness. 
At the end of this parable the king delivers the unforgiving servant over to be tortured until he can repay everything. We know that repayment is impossible. Now the one who could have walked around completely debt free is in a position of constant pain, trying to pay off the debt on his own. That’s what unforgiveness does. If we decide to be people who ignore mercy, we position ourselves in a place where mercy can’t reach us. It’s torture. The antidote is to flip the script.
One of the jobs of the Holy Spirit is conviction and that’s a beautiful thing!
John 16:8-11, 14 8 When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 about sin, because people do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned…14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you.
When the Holy Spirit shows us the reality of our sin, we simultaneously see the astounding sacrifice that our perfect Savior made to save us. That’s when we have a proper view of ourselves and Jesus. That produces a garden of forgiveness. Forgiving others comes easier when we remember the debt we owe and the King who wiped it clean.

Questions for Reflection
1. Take time to ask the Holy Spirit to give you a proper perspective regarding your own sin and those who have sinned against you.



2. Who do you need to forgive? Forgiveness is wiping clean the debt they owe you because your own debt has been wiped clean. That means you don’t replay what they did over and over. You don’t ponder revenge. You leave their outcome in the hands of God who judges justly. 
Romans 12:17-21 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,”[a] says the Lord. 20 On the contrary:
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
    if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”[b]
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
3. What does forgiveness look like with this person? Maybe it’s not safe to rebuild relationship but you can pray for them. Maybe you stop longing for their downfall. Maybe you need to take steps to interact with them again. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you how to specifically walk in forgiveness.





4. Do you feel tortured by what someone has done to you? You can ask for God’s help with that as well. Tell Him that you want to forgive but are having trouble. Gather some other believers around you to pray with you about it.











Now Let’s SOAP

What SCRIPTURE stood out to you the most? 





What is the Holy Spirit having you OBSERVE about that scripture? 





How can you practically APPLY this scripture to your daily living? 





Write out a PRAYER asking for the Holy Spirit’s help to live this out. 



Day 6
Matthew 20:1-16 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius[a] for the day and sent them into his vineyard.
3 “About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went.
“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’
7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered.
“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’
8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’
9 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’
13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’
16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
We know from our last parable that a denarius was the average pay for a day’s labor, so the landowner is treating the workers he hired first thing in the morning very fairly. They do the hard toil of laboring in the vineyard all day and, at the end of their labor, they are treated exactly as the landowner promised. When they were offered the job in the morning, they were happy to take it. Now, at the end of the day, they are grumbling. Let’s look at what happened in between.
First, the workers had an unrealistic expectation of what was going to happen. The landowner promised them a denarius. Verse 10 tells us that they expected to receive more. All of a sudden, the denarius they were happy about in the morning didn’t look so good. I think we can all fall into this trap. We begin have expectations that God never promised us. When they don’t pan out, we can feel as if we’re being shortchanged.
Jesus was very clear about what following Him would look like.
Matthew 10:39 39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.
John 15:18-19 18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.
As workers in His vineyard, we have been promised persecution and that the world will hate us. We are also promised immense power and comfort from the Holy Spirit while on earth and later, eternity with God in total peace.
Matthew 10:16-20 16 “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. 17 Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in the synagogues. 18 On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, 20 for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.
Acts 1:8 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Sometimes we begin to have unrealistic expectations about God’s promises. When we get skipped for the promotion at work, the sale of our dream home fell through, we are walking through relationship challenges, and a host of other issues, we can feel like God isn’t treating us fairly.
Oftentimes, though, I think God’s treatment of us really is more like the other workers. God is a generous Father! Yes, we have been promised trouble in this world and there are times that we experience that. But if we will stop and look at all of the blessings that come from His hand, we will have to admit that He gives us far more than we deserve.
Second, the grumbling workers compared themselves to others. They looked around at what others received and concluded that they should get more. Human nature has not changed. With the most attractive parts of our lives being showcased on social media every day, we’ve taken this to a whole new level. We compare homes, jobs, relationships, vacations, ministries and more.
1 Timothy 6:6-8 6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.
Imagine what it would look like to live out this verse. How much more peace would we have if we were absolutely content with being fed & clothed, and viewed everything else as extravagant, undeserved blessings.
Because the grumbling workers didn’t do that (and let’s be honest, we don’t do that), they crossed over into the inevitable next phase: jealously. Verse 15 cuts to the heart, “are you envious because I am generous?” That’s a good question to ask ourselves when we look at someone receiving blessings from the hand of God and think, “why them and not me?”
Proverbs 14:30 A heart at peace gives life to the body,
    but envy rots the bones.
At the end of the day, no matter how hard things are, we are all like the last workers in the vineyard being given an extravagant grace by a generous God.
1 John 3:1 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! 


Questions for Reflection
1. If you’re honest, who do you relate most to in this parable?



2. Do you find that your social media intake leaves you feeling discontent? If so, what measures do you need to put into place to guard yourself?




3. Ask the Holy Spirit if there are any areas where you are turning your own desires into expectations from God.












Now Let’s SOAP

What SCRIPTURE stood out to you the most? 





What is the Holy Spirit having you OBSERVE about that scripture? 





How can you practically APPLY this scripture to your daily living? 





Write out a PRAYER asking for the Holy Spirit’s help to live this out. 



Day 7
It’s time to go to church!!
Your devotion time today will be spent with other believers. God designed us to walk the Christian life together. Make a commitment to make it to church every Sunday. Prepare your heart by listening to worship music while you get ready and drive. Come early to join us in prayer before service. Ask the Holy Spirit to move this morning in your life and the lives of others. 
Ephesians 2:19-22 19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
image1.jpg




