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This is the true story
of the three-in-one God.

God is love and has always existed. He created all
things. And made US to enjoy His love and serve His
mission in the world. But we wanted to do our own
thing instead. So, God rightly sent humanity away,
and the whole world fell into sin and death.

ORIGINS

But He was still
unfolding His purposes.

He chose one couple, Abraham and Sara, and
delivered the nation that came from them—Israel.
Gave them life with Him, and the mission—to bring
His blessing to the nations. But Israel wanted to do
its own thing instead. So, God sent them away.

ISRAEL

But He was still
unfolding His purposes.



Having preserved a faithful few in Israel, God came
into His world as a human. Jesus loved God and
people, and embraced God’s mission in the world.
Yet the world wanted to do its own thing instead. So,
they sent Jesus away. Though He had done nothing
wrong, Jesus gave Himself to be killed on a cross,
where He absorbed all of humanity’s sin against God.

JESUS

Even in this,
God was unfolding His purposes.

He raised Jesus from the dead and made Him King
over all creation. And King Jesus IS saving people
from every nation to enjoy God’s love and join His
mission in the world.

HURCH

Which CAN include you! Grace received. Sins
forgiven. Adopted into God’s forever family. His Spirit
empowering your love and your hope. King Jesus will o
return, set everything right, and we will enjoy God’s
presence in His new creation forever.

This is the true story of the
three-in-one God -
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

And we find it in the Bible.



HOW T0 USE YOUR JOURNAL

e Accessing Digital Journal & Resources: The Unfolding Israel
journal questions, group discussion questions, and video links
are available via Church Center.

1. Search ‘Church Center App’ in the App Store (Apple
devices) or Google Play Store (Android devices) to
download on your phone.

2. Open the app and select your church by searching ‘Hope
Church. Look for our logo!

3. When prompted, enter your mobile phone number or
email address. Check your texts or emails for a six-digit
code. If you already have a Church Center account, you’ll
be prompted to input the code and log in. If you don’t
have a Church Center account, follow the prompts to
create an account.

4. Click the Unfolding button right under our logo, then
click the button for the current week. You’ll see the
journal questions and video links. The button taking you
to the group discussion questions is at the bottom of
the page.

5. Don’t have or want the app?

Scan the QR code or visit
hopechurchmasonoh.churchcenter.com

e Weekly Format: Mondays are generally “Overview” days and
Fridays are “Wrap-Up” days. Only have time for the journal
once a week? Do Monday’s questions. Time for two days? Do
Monday’s and Friday’s questions to get the big picture for the
week.



e Questions: Each day, read the assigned passage slowly, then
reflect on the questions. You’ll also see these additional ways
to interact sprinkled throughout:

e Dig Deeper questions point you to a related passage
somewhere else in Scripture. For the Unfolding series, we
are tracing Scriptural themes through the whole Bible so
we can see how it all ties together.

¢ Reflect questions ask you to think about how the passage
applies to your life - past, present, and future.

e Psalm of the Week questions will feature one Psalm every
Friday that reinforces that week’s theme.

e Listen to the “Song of the Week” included in Tuesday’s Life
at Hope email. These songs relate to the week’s theme
and are part of Wednesday’s questions.

e Challenge questions offer resources each week for
additional context and different ways to engage in the
scriptures.

e Group Discussion Questions: Many Communities use these
questions to guide their group discussions. Reach out to Pastor
Bill Craig (bcraig@hopemason.org) if you are not plugged into a
Community. Or grab a couple of people and meet on your own
time for these weeks to discuss them.



GOD DIVIDES THE KINGDOM

T KINGS 1113

OVERVIEW

Solomon, King David’s son, had started out well, building
God a glorious temple and asking Him for wisdom to
lead. How did his heart go astray in this passage, and
why?

What does God say the consequence would be, and
what do we learn about God through this?

How is your heart most tempted to go astray from God?
Ask God to show you and write a brief prayer of response.

Today or sometime this week, watch the Bible Project
video titled Books of 1 and 2 Kings Summary by scanning
the QR code on page 4.



I KINGS 11:14-43

What does God do in verses 14-25, and why? What do
we learn about God from this?

What promise does God make to Jeroboam in verses
26-43? What more do we learn about God here?

Read 2 Samuel 7:12-16. How do we see God’s promise
to David in that passage fulfilled in these verses in 1
Kings? What strikes you about that, and what questions
do you have?



T KINGS 12:1-15

List the key events of these verses. What do we learn
about Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, from these events?

What do we learn about those events from verse 15?
What do we learn about God from this, and what
questions do you have?

Whose counsel or guidance are you listening to most
frequently these days (people you know, books, news
sources, podcasts, etc.)? What would you say is the
overall impact of that counsel in your life? Is there
something God would call you to here?

Listen to the “Song of the Week” from yesterday’s Life
at Hope email.



I KINGS 12:16-33

List the events of verses 16-24. What do we learn about
Rehoboam from this? About God?

What does Jeroboam do in verses 25-33, and why? How
do these events relate to Exodus 32:1-5, and what do
we learn from this?

What do people outside the faith point to as the source
of the good things in their lives? What, other than the
true God, are you tempted to point to? Write a brief
prayer for them and for you.
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T KINGS 11-1¢

WRAP-UP

Look back at your notes from the week. What is one
thing you sense the Lord most wants to tell you? Ask
Him and write any thoughts that come. Share it with
someone at Hope to encourage them.

To see how Jeroboam’s story ends, read 1 Kings 14:7-
16. What do we learn about God from this, and what
questions do you have?

Psalm 24:12-26 - What does this teach us about
idolatry? About God? What else strikes you?



MESSAGE NOTES
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60D SPEAKS THROUGH THE PROPHETS

I5AIAH 6:1-8

OVERVIEW

Read through verses 1-4 slowly, phrase by phrase,
taking a moment to picture each part as you read. What
thoughts come?

How does Isaiah respond to this vision, and why? What
thoughts, feelings and questions are stirred in you by
his response?

Write out three times the words of the seraphim in
verse 7. If you have received Jesus as King, these words
are true of you as well! Write a brief prayer of response.

Today or sometime this week, watch the Bible Project
video titled Book of Isaiah Summary by scanning the QR
code on page 4.



[5AIAH 6:3-13

What message does God tell Isaiah to share with the
people? What questions do you have about that?

What does God say the impact of Isaiah’s message will
be? How do you imagine Isaiah felt about that? How
would you feel?

What does Jesus say about this passage in Matthew
13:10-17? What is encouraging about that passage, and
what questions do you have?
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JEREMIAR 1:1-10

List below the things God says to Jeremiah about his
calling. How did Jeremiah respond? How do you imagine
you would respond if God said those words to you?

What do we learn about God from this encounter?

How do you believe God would finish this sentence if
He were speaking to you: “I have called you and set
you apart to..”? Ask Him to show you and write any

thoughts that come.

Listen to the “Song of the Week” from yesterday’s Life
at Hope email.



JEREMIAR 11119

What is God’s message and how does He convey it in
these verses? What do we learn about God from this?

In what ways would God’s words have been encouraging
to Jeremiah? In what ways would they have been scary?

Is there anything you sense He’s been leading or
nudging you to do lately that’s scary or uncomfortable?
Sometimes it’s easy to ignore these nudges, so ask God
to open your heart to where He is leading and give you
courage to follow Him.

15
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JEREMIRR £:1-13

\WRAP-UP

List below the sins of Jerusalem that God is confronting
in these verses. Which of these could be said of you as
well (past or present)? Thank God for His grace and ask
for His help to walk in His ways.

How would you describe God’s tone in this passage?
What do we learn about Him from this?

Psalm 99:1-9 - How did we see these themes in our
passages this week? What else strikes you?



MESSAGE NOTES
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GOD CONVICTS THROUGH THE PROPHETS

I KINGS 18:1/-40

OVERVIEW

Checking context (1 Kings 16:29-33), who are Ahab and
Jezebel? What else do we learn about them?

List the events of today’s passage. What would you
say is the primary message, and what is one thing you
sense the Lord most wanting to say to you through it?

Think of people you love who don’t know Jesus. Who or
what would you say is their “god”? Write a brief prayer
for them, that they would know the true God!

Today or sometime this week, watch the Bible Project
video titled How To Read the Prophets by scanning the
QR code on page 4.



AMDS 5:6-21

How would you summarize the things that God is
confronting in Israel? What does God say will be the
consequences of those sins?

What does God think of their religious ceremonies, and
why? What do we learn from this?

Imagine someone said to you, “I’'m good with God. |
mean, | go to church regularly, give offerings, and
more.” What might you say to them, based in part on
these verses?
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JONAR -2

List the key events of chapter 1. What most strikes you?

What are the main themes of Jonah’s prayer in chapter
2? Whatis surprising about it? What is most meaningful?

Who are the people you would most struggle to go
share the gospel with, and why? Write a brief prayer for
them below.

Listen to the “Song of the Week” from yesterday’s Life
at Hope email.



JONAR 3-4

What do we learn about Jonah in these chapters?
Where do you see yourself in him?

What do we learn about the heart of God in the book
of Jonah? Which of these insights is most meaningful
to you today?

God has also called us to go and be witnesses in the
world (Matthew 28:16-20). How have you been living out
that call (or not) recently? Write a brief prayer about
that.

21
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I KINGS 18, AMOS 3, JONAH

\WRAP-UP

What was Jonah’s primary sin? How was that reflective
of Israel as a whole? Of you? Write a brief prayer of
response.

Look back over your notes from the week. What
primary things is God confronting in His people in these
passages from the prophets?

Psalm 115:1-11 - Summarize the Psalm’s message in
fifteen words or less. What else strikes you about the
Psalm?



MESSAGE NOTES
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GOD JUDGES SIN THROUGH EXILE

DEUTERONOMY 28 AND 30

OVERVIEW

Read Deuteronomy 28:1-11, when God first made the
covenant with His people. What promises did God make
to His people in these verses? What do we learn about

God from this?

Read Deuteronomy 28:58-68. What promises did God
make to His people in these verses? What do we learn

about God from this?

Read Deuteronomy 30:15-20. What do we learn about
God in these verses?

Today or sometime this week, watch the Bible Project
video titled Exile Biblical Theme by scanning the QR

code on page 4.



¢ GHRONICLES 34:1-3, 14-33

List the key events in these passages. What strikes you?

Summarize the message of these verses in ten words or
less. What do you sense God most wants to say to you
through this passage today? What is your response?

How “tender” is your heart towards God today (verse
27), and why? Write a brief prayer about that.

25
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£ KINGS 24:1-20

What are the key events of this chapter, and why did
they occur?

What do we learn about God from this, and what
questions do you have?

Imagine being there when verses 10-17 occurred. What
do you think it would have been like?

Listen to the “Song of the Week” from yesterday’s Life
at Hope email.



£ KINGS £5:1-30

List the key events of this chapter. What strikes you
about them?

What do you imagine the people were thinking about God
when the temple was burned and the city destroyed?
Write a brief prayer that one of them might have prayed
at the time.

Read 2 Chronicles 36:17-23, another account of the
destruction of Jerusalem. How does it end on a note of
hope, and what questions do you have?

27



DEUTERONOMY, 2 CHRONICLES, AND 2 KINGS

\WRAP-UP

Look back over your notes from the week. What do
you sense God most wants to say to you through these
passages this week?

Where do we see God’s grace or good news in these
events? Write a brief prayer about that. Share a key
thought from today with someone at Hope to encourage
them.

Psalm 137:1-9 - What are the feelings of the Psalmist
here? What is meaningful to you about that, and what
questions do you have?

28
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GOD GUARANTEES A NEW COVENANT

JEREMIAR 31:31-34

OVERVIEW

This week, we’ll look at glimpses in the Old Testament
of the new covenant God promises to make with His
people. Read the passage above. List below the things
God says He will do in this new covenant.

What do these promises teach us about God’s heart?
Write a brief prayer of praise.

Read Hebrews 8:6-13. How does the writer of Hebrews
add to our understanding of these verses? What else
strikes you from this passage?



JEREMIAR 32:36-41

How would you summarize the promises God makes to
His people in these verses?

What do we learn about God in these verses? Which is
most meaningful to you today, and what questions do
you have?

Write a prayer for someone who is “outside the faith
but inside your reach,” asking God to do these things in
their heart, for His glory and their eternal joy!

31



32

EZEKIEL 36:22-38

What is the primary problem God addresses in verses
22-23? How would you expect God to address that
problem?

In verses 24-29, how does God say He will address that
problem? What strikes you about that?

Read Romans 8:1-11. How does this passage relate to
today’s passage in Ezekiel? What else strikes you?

Listen to the “Song of the Week” from yesterday’s Life
at Hope email.



EZEKIEL 37:1a-28

What promises does God make in verses 15-23 about
the divided kingdom of Ephraim (the northern kingdom
of Israel) and Judah (the southern kingdom)? What
feelings and desires are stirred in you as you read?

What promises does God add in verses 24-28? Which
of these promises is most meaningful to you, and why?

Read Revelation 21:1-4. How do these verses echo or
fulfill the passage in Ezekiel 37 from today? Write a
brief prayer of response.
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JEREMIAR AND EZEKIEL

\WRAP-UP

Look back over your notes from the week. What do
you sense God most wants to say to you through these
passages this week?

Where do you see the grace of God, His undeserved
kindness, in these passages? Share it with someone
from Hope to encourage them.

Psalm 111:1-10 - How does this Psalm connect with our
theme for the week? What else strikes you?



MESSAGE NOTES
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GOD PROMISES A SERVANT KING

I5AIAR 5¢:13-53:12

OVERVIEW

Read the whole passage. Write some of the key points
below.

What questions come as you read this passage? Put a
star by the most important ones.

What feelings arise as you read this passage? Write a
brief prayer of response.

Today or sometime this week, watch the Bible Project
video titled The Messiah Biblical Theme by scanning the
QR code on page 4.



|5AIAH 52:13-33:3

This is considered one of the “Servant Songs” of Isaiah
that points to the coming Messiah (the “servant”). How
is the Messiah pictured in these verses?

How will people respond to Him? Who do you know
that has responded this way? Write a brief prayer for
them below.

Read John 12:37-43. How do these verses relate to our
passage for today? What else strikes you from this
passage?
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I5AIAH 53:4-8

List the things these verses say the Messiah will have
done for us. Which of these is most striking to you?

Make the list again, this time using the first person,
“me/my” instead of “us/our.” Then write a brief prayer
of response.

Read Acts 8:26-38. How does this event shed light on
this passage in Isaiah? What else strikes you from this?

Listen to the “Song of the Week” from yesterday’s Life
at Hope email.



I5AIAR 53:9-12

List the things in these verses that Isaiah says will
happen to the Messiah. Which is most striking to you,

and why?

List the things that Isaiah says the Messiah will
accomplish for us ... including you! Which is particularly
meaningful to you today? Write a brief prayer about
that.

Read 1 Peter 2:22-25. What themes from this passage
appear in Isaiah 53? What else is striking to you?
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I5AIAR 5¢:13-53:12

\WRAP-UP

Look back over your notes from the week. What do
you sense is one thing God most wants to say to you
through this passage this week?

What do we learn about God from this chapter? Write a
prayer of praise, then share that insight with someone
from Hope.

Psalm 2:1-12 - This Psalm is applied to Jesus, the
Messiah, in Acts 4:25-28. What does it say about the
“Anointed One”? What else strikes you?



MESSAGE NOTES
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GOD PRESERVES A FAITHFUL FEW

DANIEL |

OVERVIEW

Read the entire passage slowly. Write down the key
events and questions you have.

What do we learn about Daniel in this chapter? What can
we learn from him about living in a “pagan” land?

In what ways is your life the same as those who don’t
know Jesus? How is it different? Ask God if there’s a step
He would have you take here, and write any thoughts that
come.

Today or sometime this week, watch the Bible Project
video titled Book of Daniel Summary by scanning the QR
code on page 4.



DANIEL 2

What qualities do we see in Daniel in this chapter? In
which of these would you most like to see growth in
your own life?

What do we learn about God in this chapter? Put a star
by the insights that are most meaningful to you. What
questions do you have?

Write your own prayer of praise, as Daniel did, including
some of the things you love most about Him and thanks
for some of the things He’s done for you.
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DANIEL 3-4

List the changes we see in Nebuchadnezzar over
chapters 2:46-4:37. What strikes you, and what
questions do you have?

What do we learn about God in these chapters? (I know
we ask this a lot, but it’s the most important question
to keep before us!)

What is something you are earnestly asking God to do
right now? Read Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego’s
words in 3:16-18. How might these shape your prayer?

Listen to the “Song of the Week” from yesterday’s Life
at Hope email.



DANIEL 3

List the key events of this chapter. Where have we seen
events like this before? What does this teach us?

What do we learn about God in this chapter? Which do
you most need to hear today, and why? Share it with
someone from Hope.

How were Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar similar?
How were they different? Do you have anyone in your
life or in your culture who is like Belshazzar? Pray for
them, that God would save them!

45
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DANIEL b

\WRAP-UP

What qualities do we see in Daniel in this chapter?
Again, what can we learn from him about how to live in
a pagan land?

How would you characterize Daniel’s relationship with
King Darius in this chapter? With the satraps? What
does this teach us?

Psalm 31:12-24 - How do we see the themes in Daniel
in this Psalm? What else strikes you?



MESSAGE NOTES
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GOD BRINGS THE FAITHFUL HOME, BUT...

EZRA T:H]

OVERVIEW

List the things God did in this passage. What do we learn
about God from this?

In which ways was this return from exile similar to the
Exodus from slavery in Egypt? In which ways was it
different?

The passage references Jeremiah’s prophecy of the
return from exile. Read Jeremiah 29:10-14. List the “I
will...” promises of God in these verses. What do we learn
about God from this?

Today or sometime this week, watch the Bible Project
video titled Books of Ezra and Nehemiah Summary by
scanning the QR code on page 4.



EZRA 3:8-13 AND 6:13-22

What were the different reactions to the laying of the
foundation of the temple, and why? What strikes you
about that, and what questions do you have?

What are the key events of Ezra 6:13-22, and how did
the people respond? What does this teach us about
God and life with Him? How have you been experiencing
that lately?

Read Exodus 13:3-10 about how they celebrated the
Passover. Having that background, what must have
made this Passover celebration in Ezra 6 so special?
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NEHEMIAR 1:-11

What does Nehemiah learn, and what is his response?
Why does he respond that way?

How would you summarize the main themes of
Nehemiah’s prayer in this chapter? Which lines are
most meaningful to you, and why?

Why do you think Nehemiah confesses the sins of his
people, not just his own? What “sins of your people”
might you confess to the Lord?

Listen to the “Song of the Week” from yesterday’s Life
at Hope email.



NEHEMIAH 8:1-18

This chapter takes place after the wall was completed
(in 6:15). What is happening in verses 1-12, and how do
the people respond?

What do verses 13-18 tell us about the people of Israel?
About a life of obedience to God?

Read Leviticus 23:39-44. What was the purpose of the
Feast of Booths, and what was its tone? What does this
teach us about God?
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NEHEMIAH 9:26-38

\WRAP-UP

What strikes you about what the Levites say about God
in this part of the prayer? About the people of Israel?
How can you relate?

How does the prayer end in verses 36-38? How does
the book of Nehemiah end in 13:23-30? What strikes
you about this, and what questions do you have?

Psalm 13:1-6 - How might the themes of this Psalm
relate to being in exile and then returning? What other
thoughts come?



MESSAGE NOTES
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APRIL 20-£6

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Share a time someone gave you bad advice. What
happened?

What are the reasons you think people drift from
God?

Read 1 Kings 11:1-13. What do we learn about God
from this passage, and what questions do you have?

Read 1 Kings 12:25-30. How do these events relate to
Exodus 32:1-5, and what do we learn from this?

What do people outside the faith point to as the
source of the good things in their lives? What, other
than the true God, are you tempted to point to?

Whose counsel are you listening to most frequently
these days? What would you say is the overall impact
of that counsel in your life? Is there something God
would call you to here?

Consider watching together the Bible Project video
titled Books of 1 and 2 Kings Summary by scanning
the QR code on page 4.



APRIL 2/-MAY 3

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Have you ever been intimidated to be in someone’s
presence? Who was it, and why?

Read Isaiah 6:1-13. What do you think it will be like to
be in God’s presence, and why? Has your view of that
changed at all over the time you’ve followed Jesus?

Which is harder for you: believing you need God’s grace
desperately, or believing He offers it? Why?

What would have been encouraging to Isaiah about
his call? What would have been scary? How can you
relate when you think of God’s call for you to share the
gospel?

Read Jeremiah’s call in Jeremiah 1:4-10. What would
have been encouraging about Jeremiah’s call? What
would have been scary?

Read Jeremiah 2:11-13. What is God confronting here,
and how do we see this temptation today?
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MAY 4-1D

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Would you say you enjoy or avoid confrontation?
Why?

Read Amos 5:6-27. How would you summarize the
things God is confronting in Israel? What does God
say will be the consequences of those sins?

What does God think of their religious ceremonies,
and why? What do we learn from this?

Imagine someone said to you, “I’m good with God.
| mean, | go to church regularly, give offerings, and
more.” What might you say to them, based in part
on these verses?

Read Jonah 1:1-3. Why do you think he fled? How
are you doing at following God’s command to share
the gospel with others? Why is that?

Read Jonah 3. What do we learn about God from
this? How might it help you in your sharing of the
gospel?



MAY T1-I7

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Talk about a time you were punished (by parents,
teachers, courts, etc.). Did you think you deserved
it? Why or why not?

Consider watching together the Bible Project video
titled Exile: Exile Biblical Theme by scanning the QR
code on page 4. What was helpful about that, and
what questions do you have?

Read Deuteronomy 30:15-20. What do we learn
about God in these verses? What else strikes you?

Read 2 Kings 24:1-4 and 25:8-12. What do these
teach us about God? What is most meaningful to
you, and what questions do you have?

Imagine being there when 2 Kings 25:8-12 occurred.
What do you think it would have been like?

What do you sense God most wants to say to you
through these passages this week?
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MAY 18-24

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

What is something you’ve done recently solely out of
a sense of duty or obligation? Or: Talk about a time
you or someone else in your life broke a promise.

Read Jeremiah 31:31-34. What do these promises
teach us about God’s heart? What is most meaningful
to you today, and what questions do you have?

Read Ezekiel 36:22-38. List together (on a white
board, if possible) the things God promises to do in
these verses.

What are the primary ways you’ve seen God
transform your heart?

What are some ways you still want to see Him
transform your heart?

What is one thing you sense God wanting to say to
you through this week’s passages?



MAY 23-31

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

What is the most physical pain you’ve experienced?
(Give the person with the worst story a cookie!)

Consider watching together the Bible Project video
titled The Messiah Biblical Theme by scanning the
QR code on page 4.

Read Isaiah 52:13-53:12. List together (on a white
board, if possible) the things the Messiah is
prophesied to do for us. (If there’s no white board,
just call them out.)

Which of these is most meaningful to you, and why?
What questions does this passage raise for you?

Spend some time praying for those outside the faith
but inside your reach, asking that God would help
them come to know Jesus as their Messiah, and
that He would use you to share the good news of
the gospel with them.

59



60

JUNE

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

What types of opposition have you faced for being a
follower of Jesus?

Consider watching together the Bible Project video
titled Book of Daniel Summary by scanning the QR
code on page 4.

Read Daniel 1:1-8; Daniel 3:8-18; Daniel 6:4-11. What
do we learn from Daniel and his friends about living
in a land that doesn’t honor God?

What do we learn about God from these passages
(and the overall story of Daniel)?

What do you sense is one thing God wants to say
to you through this discussion this week? Is there a
step you sense Him calling you to take?

What are ways that following Jesus is challenging
for you in our culture today? Close by praying for
each other.



JUNE 8-14

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Have you ever been away from home for a long
time? If so, what (other than loved ones) were you
most looking forward to about home?

Consider watching together the Bible Project video
titled Books of Ezra and Nehemiah Summary by
scanning the QR code on page 4.

Read Ezra 1:1-4 and 6:13-22. What do you imagine it
was like for them to return to the land and rebuild
the temple?

Read Exodus 13:3-10 about how they celebrated the
Passover. With this background, what must have
made this Passover celebration in Ezra 6 so special?

What has God delivered you out of in your own life?

What does the return from exile teach us about
God? How does this relate to our lives today?
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