
Judy Moody
(series)

by Megan
McDonald

The Boxcar
Children
(series)

by Gertrude
Chandler
Warner

Encyclopedia
Brown, Boy
Detective
(series)

by Donald J.
Sobol 

The World
According to
Humphrey
(series)

by Betty G.
Birney

Tales of a
Fourth Grade
Nothing
(series)

by Judy
Blume

Charlotte’s
Web
by E.B. White

(Newberry
Honor Winner)

The Cricket in
Times Square
by George
Selden

(Newberry
Honor Winner)

The Black
Stallion

by Walter
Farley

The Original
Adventures of
Hank the
Cowdog

by John R.
Erickson

James and
the Giant
Peach

by Roald
Dahl

My Father’s
Dragon

by Ruth S.
Gannett

(Newberry
Honor Winner)

Klawde: Evil
Alien Warlord
Cat (series)

by Johnny
Marciano

Magic Tree
House
(Series)

by Mary Pope
Osborne

3rd - 5th Grade Summer Reading Ideas
Popular Series & Favorites                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Animal & Nature Stories                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Adventure & Fantasy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Poppy

by AVI

Babysitter’s
Club
(NOT graphic
Novels)

by Ann M.
Martin 

Mouse and
the
Motorcycle

by Beverly
Cleary

The Leanin’
Dog

by K.A. Nuzum

Wingfeather
Saga

by Andrew
Peterson

The
Chronicles of
Narnia

by C.S. Lewis

The
Magician’s
Elephant 

by Kate
DiCamillo

DragonSpell

by Donita K.
Paul

Mrs. Frisby
and the Rats
of NIMH

by Robert C.
O’Brien

City of Ember

by Jeanne
DuPrau



3rd - 5th Grade Summer Reading Ideas...continued

Amelia
Bedelia
(Series)

by Peggy
Parrish
(easy reader)

Nate the
Great (series)

by Marjorie
Sharmat

(easy reader)

Real Pigeons
(series)

by Andrew
McDonald

(easy reader)

Sarah Plain
and Tall

 by Patricia
MacLachlan

 (Newberry 
Honor Winner)

The Trumpet
of the Swan

by E.B. White

(National Book
Award Finalist)

Ramona
(series)
 by Beverly
Cleary

 (Newberry 
Honor Winner)

Mystery & Humor                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Classic Read-Alouds                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

The Terrible
Two (series)

by Mac
Barnett

Historical Fiction                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
True
Confessions
of Charlotte
Doyle

by AVI

I survived
(series)

by Lauren
Tarshis

Give Me Liberty!
The Story of the
Declaration of
Independence

by Russell
Freedman

The Indian in
the Cupboard

by Lynne Reid
Banks 

The
Borrowers

by Mary
Norton

Fever 1793

by Laurie
Halse
Anderson

Dear America
(Series)

Multiple
Authors

The Hero Two
Doors Down

by Sharon
Robinson

Smells Like
Dog

by Suzanne
Selfors

Escape from Mr.
Lemoncello’s
Library

by Chris
Grabenstein

Sideways
Stories from
Wayside
School

by Louis
Sachar

Island of the
Blue Dolphins

by Scott
O’Dell

House of
Robots
(Series)

by James
Patterson

My Life as ...
(series)

by Bill Meyers

A Single
Shard

by Linda Sue
Park

Frindle

by Andrew
Clements



Bud, Not
Buddy

by Christopher
Paul Curtis

Ella
Enchanted

by Gail
Carson Levine

Princess
Academy

by Shannon
Hale

My Side of the
Mountain

by Jean
Craighead
George

 3rd-5th Grade Summer Reading Ideas...continued
Award Winners                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Wonder

by R.A. Palacio

Joyful Noise:
Poems for two
voices

by Paul
Fleischman

Lemonade
War

by Jacqueline
Davies

The
Vanderbeekers
of 141  Streetst

by Karina Yan
Glasser

Pie

by Sarah
Weeks

Fish in A Tree

by Linda
Mullaly Hunt

The
Penderwicks

by Jeanne
Birdsall

Wish

by Barbara
O’Connor

Roll with It

by Jamie
Sumner

Two-Minute
Drill

by Mike Lucia

Realistic Fiction                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Local Summer Reading Programs
Read Books, Earn Prizes!

Books-A-Million: Read 4 books from their list and earn a free
backpack! - Click the link to download their log book.

Barnes & Noble: Read ANY 8 books and get a FREE book!
Collect stickers along the way. -Click the link to dowload their
reading journal. 

Pizza Hut: Parents, set summer reading goals for your kids &
claim a Personal Pan Pizza for meeting your goals! Click on the
link for more info on how to set everything up.

Half Price Books: Click to Register online to get access to the
summer reading log, complete it and bring it into a store to
earn $5 bookworm bucks for $5 off anything in store

The Good and the Beautiful: This Christian bookseller is giving
away free books this summer! Click to register online & get
added to their list- while you’re there, check out their “parent-
approved, character building and uplifting” book recs. 

Local Library: Don’t forget to check your local library for
summer reading incentives and events.

https://promo.booksamillion.com/BAM_05-25_SummerReadingAmbassador_LogBook_Printable_v2.pdf?oxid=1995&oxname=summereading&oxpage=summerreading&oxpos=header&oxdate=051525&_gl=1*n8fd7z*_gcl_au*NjkxMTEyMTU1LjE3NzYxMDI3OTc.*_ga*MTg1ODg4ODc2OC4xNzc2MTAyNzk3*_ga_49VMH3SVSG*czE3NzYxMDI3OTYkbzEkZzEkdDE3NzYxMDI5NDQkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://dispatch.barnesandnoble.com/content/dam/ccr/bnstores/books/pdfs/2026/2026-Summer-Reading-BN-Journal-eng.pdf
https://www.bookitprogram.com/
https://www.hpb.com/summer-reading.html?srsltid=AfmBOoqO-dJX7ZgQsQBpmY23S5xieCWc3S7F68a6BPrTGSuNsadXtEqN
https://www.goodandbeautiful.com/pages/summer-reading-2026?srsltid=AfmBOor7PEH5qK_5ISAMrDlvYCzIwaP-X4F6gbseVPgGXWo5TLNqoqHo
https://hcplc.org/summer
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