[bookmark: _Hlk193114293]Welcome to Union United Methodist Church!  We are glad you have chosen to worship with us today!  Our ushers are ready to provide any assistance you might need.  Our nursery is open 8:30 – Noon for ages infant to five years old.  The entrance is located in the lobby.  We also have available large print hymnals, hearing assistive devices, wheelchairs and an elevator.  If you are interested in speaking with Pastor Angie, please call the church office at 618-233-6375.


*All that are able please stand
Bold type: Please join in


Welcome & Announcements		Pastor Angie Lee 

		Gathering: Entering God’s Presence with Thanksgiving and Praise

Prelude     	My Shepherd Will Supply My Need	Gail Long 
		Wilbur Held			
Bringing in the Light of Christ and the Word of God	

*Call to Worship		Terry Mueth
Leader:	The Lord is our shepherd; God watches over our lives.
[bookmark: _Hlk203385277]People:	We come trusting the Shepherd who guides and protects us.
Leader:	In green pastures and quiet waters, God restores our souls.
People:	Even through dark valleys, we will not fear.
Leader:	God’s goodness and mercy surround us every day.
People:	We come to worship the Lord who leads us home.

*Opening Hymn	Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us	#381

Recognition of New Member	Margaret Williams		Pastor Angie

Congregational Response			Words on Screen
	
		Response: Offering Ourselves to God

Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer		Pastor Angie 

Offertory	Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil	
		Soloist:  Emma Petraborg 
		Pianist:  Alex Petraborg
		Hanson
*Doxology		#95
*Hymn of Response 	Precious Lord, Take My Hand	#474

		Proclamation: Hearing God’s Word

Songs by the children of SonForce VBS
	 	
Children’s Sermon	 	Jane Peters
	(Children ages K-4th grade are dismissed to junior church.)

Scripture             	Psalm 23:1-6
Reader:  This is the word of God, for the people of God.
People:  Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk197942046]Anthem 	Take My Life, That I May Be
		Arr. Mark Sedio
Petraborg Family and Friends

Congregation please join in when invited.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk218239607][bookmark: _Hlk197942086]The Message     	“Following the Shepherd Through Every Valley” 	Pastor Angie 
	
		Communion with God: Holy Communion

Communion Liturgy		Pages 12-14

Communion Instructions
Union UMC practices OPEN Communion, whereby all are invited to receive the elements.  You do not have to be a member of Union United Methodist Church or any church to partake of these symbols of God’s grace. This is God’s table, and you are always welcome! Please consider yourself invited. 
	
		Sending: Going with Blessings to Become Church in This World

*Sending Hymn	How Great Thou Art	#77

*Sending Word with Benediction	

Postlude 	Just a Closer Walk with Thee	
		Mark Hayes

Taking the Light of Christ and the Word of God into the World

●──────────────────────────●

Communion Stewards:  Lisa Koerkenmeier and Mary Mueth

COMMUNION OFFERING: It has been the tradition of most UMC’s and of UUMC to receive a special offering during communion.  Those funds go into the Pastor's Discretionary Fund to assist those with special needs.  You are invited to bring your gift forward as you receive communion.  Baskets are placed near the front pews.

●──────────────────────────●

Please join us immediately following the worship service 
in the McKinley Hall for coffee and fellowship time.
●──────────────────────────●
The altar flowers are given by:

Don and Connie Stein
In celebration of their 64th wedding anniversary

Rev. Angie Lee
In memory of her father, Haegoo Lee

●──────────────────────────●
Greeters:  Bob and Becky Lewis


Sermon Notes:














		Sunday Education
     		*Ages 3-4 years, Room 303         		*Fifth & Sixth Grade, Room 207       
		*Kindergarten, Room 203                 	*Junior & Senior High, Room 211     
		*First & Second Grade, Room 204  	*Forum Class, Room 217
		*Third & Fourth Grade, Room 208 			
				
                                	 Lower Level, Rooms 100’s
			 Children/Rehearsal Level, Rooms 200’s        
			Nursery, Room 303
	 	Sanctuary Level, Rooms 300’s       
		Balcony Level, Rooms 400’s 
UNION
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

721 EAST MAIN STREET
BELLEVILLE, IL 62220
618-233-6375 
www.unionumc.org
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Mission Statement:
“Developing followers of Jesus Christ
to serve the World”


August 2, 2026
9:00 a.m.


[bookmark: _Hlk219963230]Next Sunday
“Faith That Grows with the Years”
Psalm 71:5-9, 17-18
Pastor Angie Lee



[bookmark: _Hlk219711085][bookmark: _Hlk218239466][bookmark: _Hlk213839296][bookmark: _Hlk212550289]Today, Sunday, August 2, 2026    
9:00 am – Traditional Worship – Sanctuary
10:15 am – 11:00 am – Sunday School for K-12th grade 
10:30 am – 11:15 am – Sunday School for Adults
11:15 am – Crosswalk Worship – Chapel 
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm – Crosswalk Rehearsal – Chapel

Monday, August 3, 2026    
9:00 am – 11:45 am – Food Pantry
6:30 pm – 7:30 pm – Worship Committee – Krause Room 
6:30 pm – 7:30 pm – Gamblers’ Anonymous – Room 207 – park by main office
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm – Alcoholics’ Anonymous – McKinley Hall
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm – Scout Troop 53 Committee

Tuesday, August 4, 2026  
9:00 am – 9:30 am – Jericho Prayer Walk – Sanctuary 
6:30 pm – 9:00 pm – Scout Troop 53 
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm – Alcoholics’ Anonymous – Krause Room – park in lower lot 

Wednesday, August 5, 2026   
8:00 am – 9:15 am – Horticulture Club – Krause Room
9:15 am – 1:00 pm – Horticulture Club – Work at church
4:30 pm – 7:30 pm – Hobby Time - McKinley Hall

Thursday, August 6, 2026  
9:00 am – 2:30 pm – Ruth Circle Quilters & Stitchers – Krause Room
6:30 pm – 7:30 pm – Gamblers’ Anonymous – Room 207 – park by main office
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm – Al Anon – Krause Room

Friday, August 7, 2026
9:00 am – 11:45 am – Food Pantry

Saturday, August 8, 2026
7:30 am – 9:30 am – Alcoholics’ Anonymous – Room 214
9:00 am – 1:00 pm – Midwest Mission Rice Packing – McKinley Hall
Sunday, August 9, 2026     	
VAN DRIVER:  Jim Maule
9:00 am – Traditional Worship – Sanctuary  
Preaching: Pastor Angie Lee   Scripture:  Rev. Allynn Walker
10:15 am – 11:00 am – Sunday School for K-12th grade 
10:30 am – 11:00 am – Mary Circle – Room 404
10:30 am – 11:15 am – Sunday School for Adults
11:15 am – Crosswalk Worship – Chapel 
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm – Crosswalk Rehearsal – Chapel


QR Code for Electronic Giving       [image: A qr code with a cross and a red cross

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  The Worship Committee encourages you to get involved! Volunteers are always needed for the following at the 9:00 service:
Liturgists (read scripture and Call to Worship): 
please contact Lisa Koerkenmeier at koer1922@gmail.com or 618-979-2085 
Ushers:  please contact Danny Nollman at nollmandl@att.net or call 618-334-0320  	
Greeters:  please contact Judy Eckert at judy.eckert@eckerts.com or 618-476-1757

PLEASE BE A PART OF UNION’S PRAYER MINISTRY   We are collecting prayer requests from individuals who participate in our sack lunch and food pantry programs.  Prayer requests are in the Welcome Center.  Please remember to check for these special prayer requests every Sunday as you pass through the Welcome Center.  

SERMON COPIES   Printed copies of Pastor Lee’s sermons are available on the round table at the Welcome Center.   If you would like to receive a copy by email on Saturday evening prior to worship, please contact Pastor Lee at angie@unionumc.org. 

WEEKLY PRAYER LIST   Suzanne Hutcherson is now serving as UUMC’s Prayer Ministry Coordinator and will now be responsible for collecting future prayer requests.  If you have a prayer request that you would like to include on our weekly distribution list,  please send it to Suzanne via email:  suzannehutcherson@att.net.  You may also leave a message on 
her landline phone:  618-235-3793 and she will promptly return your call.  

FORUM CLASS   Jim Eckert will lead the class discussion.  Class meets at 10:30 am in Room 217.  All are welcome! 

ORDER ‘RAISE RIGHT’ GIFT CARDS TODAY   with delivery on Sunday, August 9. Orders can be placed after the 9:00 am worship service at the Welcome Desk or in the church office during that previous week. If ordering by check, please make checks payable to UWF.  Please visit www.RaiseRight.com for additional retailers. Any questions, please call Stephanie Pierce at 618-406-7960. 

JERICHO PRAYER EXPERIENCE   We gather to pray boldly and faithfully, trusting God to move in our lives and our community.  This 20-minute prayer experience includes Scripture, silence, and guided prayer.  You are invited to walk, sit, or stand as you pray—whatever is most comfortable for you.  Join us the 1st Tuesday of each month at 9:00AM in the Sanctuary.  All are Welcome!

FILL THE BOWL   Our Benefit Breakfast raised approximately $1,100, with additional donations also received. Our goal is $4,000 to provide 2,000 rice meal blessing bags. Donations are still being accepted. Make your check payable to "Union UMC" and note "Blessing Bags" in the memo.  We also need volunteers for the meal-packing event on Saturday, August 8, at 9:00 am in McKinley Hall. Please sign up at the Welcome Desk

SUMMER FOCUS:
TIME WITH PASTOR ANGIE LEE - LISTENING, SHARING, AND GROWING TOGETHER
Pastor Angie invites you to a 50-minute conversation this summer. This is a meaningful opportunity to share your story. Please sign up at the Welcome Center on Sunday mornings or email the church office. 



BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS  Sunday, August 9 at 9:00 am & 11:15 am service
School can sometimes be a stressful place, but it is also a place for learning, making good friends, and growing. Next Sunday during worship, we will have a special Blessing of the Backpacks as we pray for our students, teachers, and staff for the year ahead. Bring your backpack with you if you have one, and join us as we ask God’s blessing over this school year and all who are part of it.

THRIFT WITH A MISSION!  If you love a good garage sale or thrift store, don't just shop, SERVE!  Midwest Mission sends supplies such as medical equipment, bicycles (no narrow tires), sewing machines and lawn tools to their partners in Central America.  Also, sports equipment like soccer balls and cleats are welcomed.  Please bring collected items to Union Church the morning of August 8th.  If you have any questions, contact Joe Milton, 618-235-5344.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES   Every child should have the tools they need to succeed and thrive!  So again this year we’re collecting school supplies.  The United Women of Faith will deliver them to Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House, Douglas School (go Tigers!) and other District 118 schools.    Items needed are pencils, erasers, colored pencils, crayons (24 per box), markers, paper and notebooks (wide ruled), hi-liters and glue.  Monetary donations will also be accepted.  Checks should be made payable to UUMC with “school supplies” written on notation line.   
A collection box will be in the Welcome Center until August 2.  On behalf of the children, we thank God for your generosity.

2ND TUESDAY BBQ   On August 12th the 2nd Tuesday BBQ men will gather at Edley's BBQ, 531 W US Highway 50, O'Fallon, IL at 11:30 am.  Bring your appetite and a friend for some great fellowship at the best place for Nashville BBQ!  No reservation needed.  Any questions, contact Joe Milton, 618-235-5344.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY  How would you like to commit one hour, one day a week to support one student at Douglas School?  You'll reap the blessings of God’s favor.  And make a new friend!  To find out more about KIDSHOPEUSA, the mentoring program at Douglas School, see Pastor Allynn.  Or call her at 618-604-2389.

TIDINGS DEADLINE NOON ON FRIDAY, AUGUST 28, 2026 
Please email your news items to Thel Lemons at chefthel@aol.com AND Jayla Carter at jayla@unionumc.org by 12:00 pm on the deadline day.  Please add the word Tidings and the deadline date on the subject line of your submissions to the newsletter.  If you email information to Thel and do not receive a response from her, she did not get the article.  You may follow up with a call or text to 618-530-8435.



FAMILY, CHILDREN AND YOUTH ACTIVITIES


No Youth Group from May 31-August 9




NOW HIRING: CHILDREN’S MINISTRY DIRECTOR & YOUTH MINISTRY DIRECTOR
Union United Methodist Church is seeking a Children’s Ministry Director and a Youth Ministry Director. Both are part-time positions. Candidates are welcome to apply for either position or both.

Depending on the strengths and experience of the successful applicant(s), the church may adjust the division of responsibilities and final job descriptions to best support the ministry needs of the congregation.

If you are interested in applying, or if you know someone who may be a good fit, please contact the church office for job descriptions and additional information.

SUMMER BIBLE STUDY
Session 1: The Fascinating History of the English Bible
Wednesday, August 19, 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm in the Chapel
Discover the dramatic story of those who risked everything to bring the Bible into English.

Session 2: A Taste of Hebrew & Bible Translations
Saturday, August 22, 9:00 am –10:00 am in the Chapel
Experience biblical Hebrew and discover how different Bible translations bring fresh meaning to God’s Word.

SERMON SERIES

August: Wisdom from the Psalms 
· Aug. 2 – Psalm 23: The Good Shepherd
· Aug. 9 – Psalm 71: Faith Through the Years
· Aug. 16 – Psalm 90: Number Our Days
· Aug. 23 – Psalm 119: The Power of God's Word
· Aug. 30 – Psalm 121: Help for the Journey

September: Question Box Sermon Series
You asked—we're exploring the answers together!
· Sept. 6 & 13 – John Wesley & Our Methodist Heritage
· Sept. 20 – Forgiveness When Reconciliation Isn't Possible

To go deeper, join a short-term Sunday school class 
on September 6, 13 & 20 at 10:30 am in room 407.

For details, visit the Family Table or see the August issue of the Tidings.

SAVE THE DATE


Saturday, August 8, Midwest Mission Rice Meal Packing – 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

Sunday, August 9, Blessing of the Backpacks and Sunday School Promotion – 9:00 am
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