Beware of Dogs
Philippians 3:1-11

Beware of anyone who adds to the finished work of Christ.

Philippians 3:1-2 (NIV84) “Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord! It is no
trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you. 2
Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil, those mutilators of the flesh.”
Philippians 3:2 (NASB95) “Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers,
beware of the false circumcision.”

Galatians 2:14b-16 (NIV) “I said to Peter in front of them all, ‘You are a Jew,
yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles
to follow Jewish customs? '® “We who are Jews by birth and not ‘Gentile sinners’ 16
know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ.
So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in
Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be
justified.”

Galatians 2:20-21 (NIV) “I have been crucified with Christ, and | no longer live,
but Christ lives in me. The life | live in the body, | live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave Himself for me. 2! | do not set aside the grace of God, for if
righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!”
Philippians 3:3-4a (NIV84) “For it is we who are the circumcision, we who
worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence
in the flesh— 4 though | myself have reasons for such confidence.”

Jeremiah 31:31-33 (NLT) “The day is coming,” says the Lord, “when | will
make a new covenant with the people of Israel and Judah. 32 This covenant will not
be like the one | made with their ancestors when | took them by the hand and
brought them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant, though | loved
them as a husband loves his wife,” says the Lord. 33 “But this is the new covenant |
will make with the people of Israel after those days,” says the Lord. “l will put my
instructions deep within them, and | will write them on their hearts. | will be their
God, and they will be my people.”
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Beware of anything that competes with Christ.

Philippians 3:4b-6 (NIV84) “If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put
confidence in the flesh, | have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a
Pharisee; 8 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness,
faultless.”

Philippians 3:7-11 (NIV84) “But whatever was to my profit | now consider loss
for the sake of Christ. & What is more, | consider everything a loss compared to the
surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake | have lost
all things. | consider them rubbish, that | may gain Christ ® and be found in Him, not
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is
through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 1° |
want to know Christ and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of sharing
in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, ' and so, somehow, to attain to
the resurrection from the dead.”

Digging Deeper: What stood out in today’s message? Are you relying on human effort or
trusting in Christ alone for righteousness? In your list of achievements, what would be
%{t’ the hardest thing for you to count as a loss? What does sharing in Christ’s sufferings

mean? Have you encountered any dogs recently—people who tried to dissuade you from

trusting in Christ alone? --How did you respond?
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