The End of the World as We Know It
Revelation 18-19:1-10

The MORAL DECAY in the World.
Revelation 18:1-3 (NIV84) “After this | saw another angel coming down
from heaven. He had great authority, and the earth was illuminated by his
splendor. 2 With a mighty voice he shouted: “Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the
Great! She has become a home for demons and a haunt for every evil spirit, a
haunt for every unclean and detestable bird. 2 For all the nations have drunk
the maddening wine of her adulteries. The kings of the earth committed
adultery with her, and the merchants of the earth grew rich from her excessive
luxuries.”
Jeremiah 51:6-9 (NLT) “Flee from Babylon! Save yourselves! Don't get
trapped in her punishment! It is the Lord’s time for vengeance; He will repay
her in full. 7 Babylon has been a gold cup in the Lord’s hands, a cup that made
the whole earth drunk. The nations drank Babylon’s wine, and it drove them all
mad. 8 But suddenly Babylon, too, has fallen. Weep for her. Give her medicine.
Perhaps she can yet be healed.  We would have helped her if we could, but
nothing can save her now. Let her go; abandon her. Return now to your own
land. For her punishment reaches to the heavens; it is so great it cannot be
measured.”

The CALL TO BE SEPARATE from the World.
Revelation 18:4-5 (NIV84) “Then | heard another voice from heaven say:
“Come out of her, my people, so that you will not share in her sins, so that you
will not receive any of her plagues; ° for her sins are piled up to heaven, and
God has remembered her crimes.”
Hebrews 8:12 (NIV84) “For I will forgive their wickedness and will
remember their sins no more.”
1 John 2:15-16 (NIV84) “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 6 For everything in
the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of
what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world.”
John 17:14-16 (NIV84) ‘I have given them your word and the world has
hated them, for they are not of the world any more than | am of the world. ® My
prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from
the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as | am not of it.”

5/10/2026

The SUDDEN COLLAPSE of the World.

Revelation 18:6-7a (NIV84) Give back to her as she has given; pay her

back double for what she has done. Mix her a double portion from her own

cup. ” Give her as much torture and grief as the glory and luxury she gave

herself.”

Revelation 17:6 (NIV84) “I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of

the saints, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus. When | saw her, |

was greatly astonished.”

1. The PANIC of the POWERFUL.
Revelation 18:7b-8 (NIV84) “In her heart she boasts, ‘1 sit as queen; |
am not a widow, and | will never mourn.’ 8 Therefore in one day her
plagues will overtake her: death, mourning and famine. She will be
consumed by fire, for mighty is the Lord God who judges her.”
Revelation 18:9-10 (NIV84) “When the kings of the earth who
committed adultery with her and shared her luxury see the smoke of her
burning, they will weep and mourn over her. 10 Terrified at her torment,
they will stand far off and cry: “ ‘Woe! Woe, O great city, O Babylon, city of
power! In one hour your doom has come!’
2. The MOURNING of the MERCHANTS.

Revelation 18:11-17a (NIV84) “The merchants of the earth will weep
and mourn over her because no one buys their cargoes any more— 12
cargoes of gold, silver, precious stones and pearls; fine linen, purple, silk
and scarlet cloth; every sort of citron wood, and articles of every kind made
of ivory, costly wood, bronze, iron and marble; '3 cargoes of cinnamon and
spice, of incense, myrrh and frankincense, of wine and olive oil, of fine
flour and wheat; cattle and sheep; horses and carriages; and bodies and
souls of men. * “They will say, ‘The fruit you longed for is gone from you.
All your riches and splendor have vanished, never to be recovered.’ 15 The
merchants who sold these things and gained their wealth from her will
stand far off, terrified at her torment. They will weep and mourn 6 and cry
out: “ ‘Woe! Woe, O great city, dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet,
and glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls! ' In one hour such
great wealth has been brought to ruin!”
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3. The SENTIMENTALITY of the SAILORS. (18:17b-19)
Revelation 18:17b-19 (NIV84) “Every sea captain, and all who travel by
ship, the sailors, and all who earn their living from the sea, will stand far
off. 18 When they see the smoke of her burning, they will exclaim, ‘Was
there ever a city like this great city?”
1 Timothy 6:17-19 (NIV84) “Command those who are rich in this
present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with
everything for our enjoyment. '8 Command them to do good, to be rich in
good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 19 In this way they
will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age,
So that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.”

The FINAL CURTAIN on the World.

Revelation 18:20 (NIV84) “Rejoice over her, O heaven! Rejoice, saints
and apostles and prophets! God has judged her for the way she treated you.”
Romans 12:19 (NIV84) ‘Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room
for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; | will repay,” says the
Lord.”

Revelation 18:21-24 (NIV84) “Then a mighty angel picked up a boulder
the size of a large millstone and threw it into the sea, and said: “With such
violence the great city of Babylon will be thrown down, never to be found
again. 22 The music of harpists and musicians, flute players and trumpeters,
will never be heard in you again. No workman of any trade will ever be found
in you again. The sound of a millstone will never be heard in you again. 23 The
light of a lamp will never shine in you again. The voice of bridegroom and
bride will never be heard in you again. Your merchants were the world’s great
men. By your magic spell all the nations were led astray. 2* In her was found
the blood of prophets and of the saints, and of all who have been killed on the
earth.”

Revelation 19:1-10 (NIV84) “After this | heard what sounded like the roar
of a great multitude in heaven shouting: “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and
power belong to our God, 2 for true and just are His judgments. He has
condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries. He
has avenged on her the blood of His servants.” 3 And again they shouted:
“Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.”# The twenty-four
elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was
seated on the throne. And they cried: “Amen, Hallelujah!” > Then a voice
came from the throne, saying: “Praise our God, all you His servants, you who
fear Him, both small and great!” ¢ Then | heard what sounded like a great
multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder,
shouting: “Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and
be glad and give Him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and His
bride has made herself ready. & Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to
wear.” (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.) ® Then the angel
said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper
of the Lamb!”” And he added, “These are the true words of God.” 19 At this |
fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “Do not do it! | am a fellow
servant with you and with your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus.
Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

Digging Deeper: In today’s message, is there a promise to trust, a command to
obey, a truth to embrace, a warning to heed, or an encouragement to
rest in? What did you learn about God, about yourself, or about the

world today? Is there one verse or thought that stands out?
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