
From Pastor Mark 
   As we enter May I am reminded of an ancient Saint who is a prominent example of 
faith and persistent prayer.  She is none other than the mother of the Early Church 
Father, St. Augustine of Hippo, North Africa.  Her name was Monica and she lived in 
the fourth century (331–387 AD).  May 4th is her day.  She, like many Christian 
parents, spent a lot of her time thinking about her wayward son.  He was worldly, 
and sought out the pleasures and accolades of the world.  He was successful in 
academics.  You can read his “Confessions” at CCEL.org (Christian Classics Ethereal 
Library).  He ventured into spiritual things, but not Christianity.  He did not convert to 
Christianity, coming to faith in Christ, until he was 31 or 32 years old.  He was 
teaching rhetoric in Milan and was heavily influenced by Bishop Ambrose.  Ambrose 
was his spiritual father and showed him the love of Christ.  He was baptized by 
Ambrose when he was 33 years old. 
 

All this time Monica was praying for her son - like many Christian parents and 
grandparents pray for their families who have children not baptized and those who 
have no time for or interest in the Christian faith.  That is until a crisis comes.  
Hopefully, awareness of Christ, his love, his forgiveness, and faith comes before it is 
too late for them.  So, we, like Monica, persist in prayer, asking God the Holy Spirit to 
work on our loved ones and draw them by the gospel to know and believe in Christ as 
their Savior.  Monica did not give up on her wayward child, Augustine.   
 

In his Table Talks, Luther’s Works, Vol. 54 (American Edition), Luther references 
Monica and how God answered her prayers.  Monica is not someone we pray to.  
However, she provides a great example of not giving up.  She is someone who’s life 
tells us not to despair, but to keep praying for God’s grace to be given to our children 
and grandchildren.  Gentle conversation is important to share the love of Christ with 
our families.   
 

When Monica died in 387 A.D., she was at peace with her son. It was right after his 
conversion to faith in Christ and his baptism.  Augustine writes in his Confessions 
about the gentle conversation between mother and son about eternal life.   
 

Remember that God loves your family and encourages you to continue praying for 
those who have wandered from faith, or those who have yet to experience the love 
and mercy of Christ. 

Worship 
Schedule 

Saturdays – 4 PM 
Sundays – 9 AM 

 

Bible Studies 
Sundays 

Bible Class  10:15 AM  
(Parish Hall) 

 

Mondays 
Women's Bible Study  

9:30 AM 
(Parish Hall) 

 

Wednesdays 
Bible Class - 9:30 AM 

(Parish Hall) 
 

Fridays 
Men's Bible Study -  

9:00 AM 
 1st, 3rd & 5th Friday 

(Parish Hall) 
 

Bible Class  
10:30 AM (Parish Hall) 

 
Church Office Hours 

Mon. – Thurs. 
7:30-3:30pm 

Friday 
7:30-1:00pm 
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Presidents Report 

 

 

By Tom Mertins, President 
 

In my former life as a Lutheran school teacher, I tried a classroom philosophy 
that was based on lessons learned in my undergrad education classes at 
Concordia Teachers’ College, Seward, Nebraska. My sainted, secondary ed 
instructor drilled into all of us would-be “teachers of the year” to simply KISS - 
Keep It Simple, Stupid. It was the only way, according to his ed methods, that 
young, impressionable, short attention span minds could absorb the complex 
concepts and intricate workings of the universe. So, I tried that approach as a 
young teacher. As it turns out, that got me just past page 1 of the introduction to 
the textbook – because algebra quickly disintegrated into word problems and 
quadratic equations. Biology quickly disintegrated into microscopic cellular 
components and the chemistry of photosynthesis.  Later on in life, I attempted to 
apply that philosophy to medicine. But -- the patient’s, “I’m not feeling very 
well,” quickly dissolved into elevated liver functions and complex electrolyte 
abnormalities. The simple handling of the lowly sugar molecule became a 
complex dance of diet, medications, lab tests, encouragement/cajoling of the 
ever-changing world of the diabetic.  
 

Experience showed me that if you want to really “simplify” life then it all boils 
down to “pre-columbarium” and “post-columbarium.” The “pre-columbarium” 
part is not simple, is joyful, is painful, may be short or may be long and is filled 
with continual challenges, adjustments and opportunities. The “post-
columbarium” part is gifted, eternal, peaceful and God-filled.   
 

So, there are really two KISS’s  
that we are blessed with –  
both from God: “I came that  
you might have life, and that  
you might have it more  
abundantly” (John 10:10) –  
pre-columbarium era.   
“For God so loved the world,  
that He gave His only begotten  
Son, that whosoever believeth  
in Him should not perish, but  
have everlasting life” (John 3:16) 
– post-columbarium eternity.   
So, whether you are a teacher  
or a doctor, a butcher, a baker or  
a candlestick maker, these are the only KISS’s that really matter!   

We have so much joy and comfort because of Jesus and we want others, 
especially loved ones, to experience the freedom of knowing Christ, his 
forgiveness, life, and salvation. 
 

God’s peace and Joy! 
Christ is risen!  He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 
Pastor Logid 
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Quilters News 
by Val Vanness 

 

We are continuing to make quilts 
and other craft items for our 
November sale. We always need 
donations of gently used sheets 
and pillowcases to be used in our 
quilts.  
 

Also, if you have any fabric you can 
donate to the quilters, we would 
love to use it in our quilt-making. 
The quilters thank you for all your 
donations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assimilation News 
 

We are looking ahead to our Summer 
Ice Cream Social scheduled for Sunday, 
July 19 at 3:00 PM in the Parish Hall. 
Come enjoy a fun and refreshing 
afternoon filled with sweet treats and 
great company. We look forward to 
sharing this special time together! 
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Zach Mulso Takes on Volunteer Coordinator Responsibilities 
The Church Council and Staff are excited to announce the expansion of my job responsibilities within our ministry team 
at Crown of Life as "Volunteer Coordinator”. These expanded responsibilities will be taken on by me, as I am already here 
on the weekends, and can be seamlessly integrated with the communication between volunteers, volunteer leaders, and 
staff. 
 

Starting May 1st, this position is focused on strengthening how we recruit, train, and support volunteers across all areas 
of congregational life. Volunteers play a vital role in making worship and ministry possible each week from welcoming 
guests and assisting during services to preparing the sanctuary for weekend services, funerals, as well as hosting other 
events throughout the church. 
 

The Volunteer Coordinator will serve as a central point of contact between church staff, ministry leaders, and volunteers. 
This includes helping organize schedules, provide training and resources, as well as having someone to look to for 
questions and answers on the weekend, a time of prayer and preparation before you begin serving, and ensuring that 
each individual feels equipped and supported in their role. 
 

In the coming months, you may notice new opportunities  
for training, improved communication, and ways to get  
involved. The goal is to make it easier for members to  
serve while also fostering a strong sense of community  
and shared purpose. 
 

We give thanks for the many hands that already serve  
faithfully, and we look forward to continuing to grow 
 together in service to Christ and to one another. 
 

In Christ, Zach Mulso, Director of Technology Ministries & Volunteer Coordinator 
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One Hour Documentary on the History of the 

English Bible. 

Coming to CROWN OF LIFE 

Friday, May 1, 10:30 AM 
 

Pastor Vern has made arrangements to show this movie as part of his “Survey of the Bible” class.  “The Forbidden 
Book” is unlike anything you have ever seen before. It is hosted by Dr. Craig Lampe of the Litchfield Park Bible 
Museum. This one-hour documentary takes you on a fascinating journey through time. Follow the film crew across 
Europe as they show you all the important places of Christian history connected with translating the Bible into 
English. 
 

Learn how God’s Word was originally scribed in Hebrew and Greek. Walk with Dr. Lampe among the ruins of the very 
first Christian Church ever built above ground… not in Israel, but in England! Discover how the Word of God was 
preserved through the 1,000-year period of the Dark and Middle Ages, when possession of scripture in any language 
other than Latin meant certain death at the hands of the organized church. Uncover the truth about the 
misunderstood books called “Apocrypha” that were printed in every Protestant Christian’s Bible until 1885.  
 

Meet John Wycliffe, the first person to translate the Bible into English. Look at the door where Martin Luther nailed 
his 95.  Find out why William Tyndale was executed for being the first person to print the scriptures in English.  Find 
out King Henry the Eighth’s 1539 “Great Bible” …the first legal English Bible. “The Forbidden Book” is simply the most 
captivating and informative video ever produced on the subject of how we got the Bible, and how God has preserved 
His Word for thousands of years to countless generations.  
 
 
 



             
 

Library News 
by Janet & Judy 

 

I've "discovered" Max 
Lucado...his down-to-earth, 
situations-we-can-all-relate-to 
writing style has taken hold of 
my heart.  
 

With a title like this how could 
I resist: "When God Whispers 
Your Name." Borrowing from 
the flyleaf:  Somewhere, 
between the pages of this book 
and the pages of your heart, 
God whispers your name. Find 
that hard to believe? To 
imagine that the One who 
made it all keeps your name in 
His heart and on His lips?  
 

Isaiah 49:16 says, "He knows 
your name. In fact, your name 
is written on the hand of God."  
What a thought! Your name on 
God's hand. Your name on 
God's lips. Listen as you turn 
the pages. You can hear 
the Father...whispering your 
name...erasing your doubts, 
your sorrow, your despair. You 
can hope again.  
 

Take some time to browse our 
library shelves...guaranteed 
you'll find just the right book 
with just the right message 
that you've been searching for. 
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Giving the Comfort We Ourselves Have Received 
Christine Escobar, GriefCare Coordinator 
 

During this season of the Church Year, we walk a sacred and hope-filled path, from 
the joy of the Resurrection, to the promise of the Ascension, to the power of 
Pentecost, and into the life of Christ’s Church. 
 

After His resurrection, our Lord Jesus spent forty days with His disciples, comforting, 
strengthening, and preparing them.  He knew the grief, fear, and uncertainty they 
carried.  Yet He did not leave them there.  He gently led them forward, anchoring 
them in His promises and preparing them for what was to come. 
 

This same pattern is one we experience in GriefCare.  When we first come together, 
our grief can feel overwhelming, heavy, disorienting, and deeply personal.  Yet, as we 
draw close to God’s Word and walk alongside one another, something begins to 
change.  The Lord meets us in our sorrow.  He comforts us, not only through His 
promises, but through His people. 
 

As Scripture reminds us: 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God 
of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction…” (2 Corinthians 1:3–4). 
 

Little by little, as the Lord brings healing, He also begins to reshape our grief into 
compassion.  The comfort we receive becomes a gift we can share with others.  This is 
the work of the Holy Spirit.  Before His Ascension, Jesus promised His disciples that 
they would not be alone, “…you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit…” (Acts 1:5). 
 

At Pentecost, that promise was fulfilled. The Spirit was poured out, and ordinary 
people were equipped to carry out Christ’s mission in the world.  That mission 
continues today, through His Church.   
 

The Lord lifts our eyes beyond our present sorrow to a living hope, “…that you may 
know what is the hope to which He has called you…” (Ephesians 1:18).  The Lord 
surrounds us with His Church, brothers and sisters in Christ who walk beside us, 
reflect His love, and remind us of His promises. 
 

If your grief feels heavy, we invite you to come and be cared for.  GriefCare meets 
Wednesdays in the Chapel from 9:30–11:30 a.m.  You will find a compassionate 
community, Christ-centered hope, and practical support for your journey.  For more 
information and to register, please call Christine Escobar at 808.778.1141 or email 
griefcare@colchurch.com.  
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MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS 

The Voters’ Assembly will 
be held on Sunday, May 

17, immediately following 
the 9:00 am worship  

service. All voting members are encouraged to 
attend as we gather to discuss important ministry 
updates. Your voice and participation are valued, 

and we hope you can join us for this important 
time together. 

New Member Class 

 Join us for New Member 
Classes on June 6 & 13 from  
9 am–12 pm in the Chapel. 
Open to newcomers and 

members wanting a refresher 
on Lutheran beliefs. 

 

 Please call Holly or Cathy at 
623-546-6228 to reserve your 

spot. 



             
 

Set Apart to Serve as the Body of Christ in this World 
Christine Escobar, Care Ministry Coordinator 
 

God created us and set us apart for a Holy purpose. Christ has 
called us together in his church family to represent him in this 
world.  By this, all people will know that you are my disciples if 
you have love for one another (John 13:35).   

 

At Crown of Life Lutheran Church, our Care Ministry is one of the beautiful ways this 
love becomes visible among us. Through visits, phone calls, shared meals, helping 
hands, and practical support, we care for one another as members of the body of 
Christ. These are not just acts of kindness; they are living expressions of Christ’s 
mercy at work through His people. 
 

In March, our Care Ministry volunteers made 34 visits or calls, served 2 meals, 
assisted 5 individuals with light handyman tasks or technology needs, and delivered 
570 lbs. of food to St. Mary’s Food Bank. These acts of service may seem small, but 
together they reflect the compassionate love of Christ at work through His people. 
Thank you to every volunteer who faithfully serves our church family. Your kindness 
and dedication are a blessing to so many. 
 

We have several upcoming opportunities to learn and connect.  On Tuesday, May 5, 
2026, we are excited to welcome guest artist Julie Larsson, who will lead a fun and 
engaging art class here at Crown of Life.  Come enjoy a time of creativity, connection, 
and encouragement. Feel free to invite friends or guests to join us.  Join us on 
Monday, June 15, 2026, as Melissa Stuckey and Jay Stuckey, Eldercare Advisors, 
present on navigating senior living options with wisdom and confidence. 
 
 
        

 

 
 
 
 

May 23/24 
Ken & Rita Grover in 

celebration of their 63rd 
wedding anniversary.    

 

If you would like to sign up 
for flowers in May, please 

contact Denise at 623-879-
2630. 

 

If you would like to sign up 
for flowers in June – 

December, please sign the 
flower book that is located 

in the Narthex, right 
outside the Parish Hall.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Saying Goodbye for the 
Summer! 

Does the office have your 
summer address AND the dates 

of your departure and 
return? Please be sure to call 
the office before you leave. 
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Homebound/Care Center Visits  
Darlene Markle 970 623 9360 
Dee Harries 785 562 6801 
 

Love Meal Request/Referral 
Robin Coursen 303 249 2644 
 
 

 

(Light) Handyman/Technology Services 
Duane Rawson (Trustees) 928 925 0453 
 

Community Resources Referral/ Questions 
Christine Escobar 808 778 1141 or 
Email GriefCare@colchurch.com 

May 2026  

 



             
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEET EVERGREEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL, Detroit, MI 
By Janet Wenk, Mission Board 
 

Evergreen Lutheran School is a “small but mighty” ministry in Detroit MI...the only  
Lutheran School in Detroit. It serves K-8th grades in a one-room classroom.  Rev. William Danowski is both the full-time 
Pastor of the church and the full-time Lead Teacher of the school. The church, with 50 baptized members and an average 
attendance of 20 worshippers on Sunday, supports the school with a volunteer video teacher and many volunteers 
serving as teacher aides and lunch prep/servers. The church also rents space to a private Christian preschool with whom 
they cooperate and who helps pay the bills, because the school does not charge tuition.   
 

Evergreen School is helped financially by the state of Michigan with only $400 per year, and the Lutheran District office 
supports with $600 per year. COL’s financial help, through your support, is greatly appreciated.  
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Travel with A Purpose with Pastor Vern in 2026  
By Pastor Vern Ermeling 
 

Over the past few years Pastor Vern has been putting together some 
 interesting trips that combine travel and Spiritual growth. 
 

The 2026 schedule includes a trip to The ARK and the Creation Museum  
in Kentucky (September 7-10). 
 

There are also two unique trips to Germany to visit several of the  
missionaries Crown of Life supports. The first trip is from October 25 to 
November 3 and will include spending Reformation Day in Wittenberg  
and other Luther sites. 
 

The second is December 8-16 with a focus on famous Germany  
Christmas Markets and the music of Johann Sebastian Bach. 
 

Details for all these trips can be found on his website travelwithvern.com. 
 

If you have any questions, contact Pastor Vern at 714-271-6984 or vermeling1946@gmail.com. 
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The Outreach Committee is hosting an 
Outreach Weekend on May 9th & 10th as an 
effort to showcase what the Outreach 
Committee is doing and to share information 
about what we plan on doing in the future. So, 
stop by our table in the Narthex on Saturday 
before & after worship, or in the Parish Hall on 
Sunday! 
 

Tied into that weekend, Outreach is hosting a 
Mother's Day Pancake Brunch! We want to 
invite all of you to join us in celebrating our 
moms and mother figures for all that they do. 
We also invite you to  
invite your friends,  
neighbors, or other  
family to the brunch.  
We will be serving  
pancakes, sausage,  
fruit, orange juice,  
coffee, and, of  
course, cookies.  
 

While the brunch is free, we ask that you 
please sign up at the Information Desk, or 
online using the link in the weekly emails, so 
we can get a number on how many sausages 
we need to make! 
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January 2026  

 

1 Jim Carr 
1 Craig Pfannenstiel 
2 Kathren Lundquist 
2 Dale Stoltenow 
4 Myrna Borchert 
4 Karen Downes 
4 Marilyn Goodnight 
4 Lawrence Mills 
4 Joan Price 
6 Brenda Fidder 
6 Lynn McKeag 
6 Elizabeth Young 
7 Mel Howry 
7 Cheryl Phillips 
8 Ed Kristof  

8 Tammy Renico 
9 Kenneth Grover 
9 Barbara Murray 
11 Lou Connolly 
11 Patricia Petersen 
13 Tom Mertins 
13 Harold Oswald 
14 David Bumbernick 
14 Joan Byrd 
14 Suzette McPhail 
14 Noreen Wenstone 
15 Fran Wallin 
16 Ron Mara 
16 Dianne Mertins 
18 Debbie Mirly 
19 Ruth Anderson 

May Servants 
Vacancy Pastor     Rev. Dr. Mark Logid 
Pastoral Assistants Rev. Vern Ermeling, Rev. 
Mark Hein, Rev. Ray Mirly 
 

ELDERS 
(4:00) Lowell Janssen, Tim Krueger, Eddie 

Mallonen, Jeff Holmes, Mark 
Budensiek 

(9:00) Lowell Janssen, Steve Worster, Tim 
Jehn, Randy Schulz 

 
 

TRUSTEES 
(4:00) Dana Boesen         
(9:00) Bob Hammann 
 
 

FLOWERS 
Sat: Denise Trevarrow 
Sun: Mona Hein 
 

 

TELLERS 
Kathy Beilstein, Judy Briddle, Ken Grover, 
Chris Grundy, Judy Manell, Sheila Mecham, 
Ginger Stribling 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 Bill Schulzetenberg 
20 Paul Heimbuch 
20 Lorna Richardson 
20 Audrey Rolf 
21 RN Lepird 
22 Joyce Hall 
22 Dave Roeker 
22 Jill Wittmeier 
23 Rusty Gibson 
23 Jerry Wojtas 
24 Greg Brown 
24 Gloria Mansfield 
28 Marion Abraham 
28 Curtis Herzog 
28 Lynn Johnson 
30 Allen Fitch 

2 Mark and Trenna Brauer 
5 Kurt and Joan Price 
8 Bryce and Katie Cunningham 
8 Ed and Sharon Kristof 
12 Ken and Laurel Coffman 
14 Steve and Cindy Buda 
14 Eddie and Tina Mallonen 
17 Don Nicolay and Nancy Lorenzen 

GREETERS 
Saturday: Valerie VanNess, Russ & Jan 
Wenk 
Sunday: Lynne Werle, Judith Axelson, 
Norma Miller 
Guestbook: Darlene Wall 

 

ALTAR GUILD  
(4:00) Rita Grover & Karen Jellison 
(9:00) Carol Huff & Joan Quigg 
 

USHERS 
(4:00) Al & Jan Knutsen, Marge Weigand, 
Donna Dempsey 
(9:00) Carl & Holly Browning, Jim & Carol 
Friday 
 
 
 

18 Phil and Christine Moore 
21 Bob and Annie Somermeyer 
22 Henry and Dene Munzinger 
24 Jerry and Karen Myers 
24 Chris and Julie Schmidt 
25 Kenneth and Rita Grover 
26 Chuck and Carol Worst 
29 Al and Lucy Stoudemire 
30 Dale and Shirley Johnson 
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The church office summer 
hours will start on  
Tuesday, May 26th  

 

Monday – Thursday  
7:30-2:00 PM 

 

Friday  
7:30-Noon 

 



             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


