
          

 

 

 

 

 

                                        
 

 

                                          
                           

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Good Friday 
April 3, 2026 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Bold print indicates congregational responses 

 
We gather in silence for this worship service.  A Tenebrae service (which means “darkness” 
or “shadows”) is characterized by the successive extinguishing of candles and lights, 
symbolic of the gradual flight and denial of the disciples and friends of Jesus.  As the events 
unfold tonight, we are reminded of our own desertion of Jesus and the consequence of 
separation. 
 

*** 
 

Invocation Prayer 
Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus 
Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and 
to suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.     

 
Bidding Prayers  

(After each bid there will be a short period of silence during which the 
worshipers may silently offer their own prayer concerning the subject of the bid; 
this will be followed by the pastor praying a prayer, concluding with:  

“We ask this through Christ our Lord.”  The congregation responds: “Amen.”) 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and  lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 



 

 

✢   The Testimony (John 1:6-13) ✢   

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 
the will of man, but of God. 
 

(The first candle is extinguished) 
 
Music                            “Poco Adagio from Sonata in A minor, Wq. 132”             C. P. E. Bach                                                

Jonah Ahlers, Flute 
 

✢   The Trial of Judas (John 18:1-9)  ✢ 
 
After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron 
valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2 Now 
Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met there with his 
disciples. 3 So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the 
chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and 
weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and 
asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” 5 They answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 
Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. 6 When 
Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they stepped back and fell to the ground. 7 Again he 
asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”  8 Jesus 
answered, “I told you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let these men go.” 9 
This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, “I did not lose a single one of those 
whom you gave me.” 
 

(The second candle is extinguished) 

   



 

 
Music                                                      “No Greater Love”                 Marti and David Lantz 

St. Paul Choir 
Sherry Kline, Piano 

 
Alone in the garden, Jesus stayed.  While His disciples slept, Jesus prayed.   

He was in distress, an agonizing soul.  But His purpose was clear for He knew where He must go.   
Our Savior would suffer on the cross.  What He would endure would be for us.  
No greater love will we ever know than that which His sacrifice would show.   

His heart was in despair, and as He wept, weighed down by sorrow, His vigil kept.  He knew what 
had to be, He knew His destiny.  But He did not fear, and our Savior did not flee.   
 Our Savior would suffer on the cross.  What He would endure would be for us.  

No greater love will we ever know than that which His sacrifice would show.   
He prayed to His Father, knowing what would come.  “Not my will, but Thy will be done!   

Our Savior would suffer on the cross.  What He would endure would be for us.  
No greater love will we ever know than that which His sacrifice would show.    

        

✢   The Trial of Peter (John 18:15-18; 25-27)   ✢ 
 
Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the 
high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 16 but Peter was 
standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, 
went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. 17 The 
woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, 
“I am not.” 18 Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it was 
cold, and they were standing around it and warming themselves. Peter also was 
standing with them and warming himself. 
Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, “You are not 
also one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” 26 One of the 
slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did 
I not see you in the garden with him?” 27 Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the 
cock crowed. 
 

(The third candle is extinguished) 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Hymn 351                                “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” 

                   



 

 

 

✢   The Trial of the High Priest (John 18:19-25)   ✢ 
 
The high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. 20 Jesus 
answered, “I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues and 
in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. 21 Why 
do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know what I said.” 22 
When he had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, 
saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” 23 Jesus answered, “If I have spoken 
wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?” 24 
Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 
 

(The fourth candle is extinguished) 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
Hymn 349                                               “Ah, Holy Jesus” 

                                                                            

 



 

 

✢   The Trial of Pilate (John 18:33-38)   ✢ 
 
Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and 
the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” 36 Jesus  
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, 
my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But 
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the 
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 
38 Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 
 

(The fifth candle is extinguished) 
 
Music                                            “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”             arr. by Lloyd Larson    
                                                              Gannon Ziegler, Tenor     

 

✢   The Trial of the Crowd (John 18:38-19:16)   ✢ 
 
After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, “I find no case 
against him. 39 But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. 
Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 40 They shouted in reply,  
 

“Not this man, but Barabbas!” 
 

Now Barabbas was a bandit.  Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 And the 
soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a 
purple robe. 3 They kept coming up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and 
striking him on the face. 4 Pilate went out again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing 
him out to you to let you know that I find no case against him.” 5 So Jesus came out, 
wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold, the 
human!” 6 When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted,  
 

“Crucify him! Crucify him!” 
 



 

Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against him.”  
Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out,  

“If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to 
be a king sets himself against the emperor.” 

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench 
at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the day of 
Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your 
King!” 15 They cried out,  

“Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!”  

Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your King?”  

The chief priests answered, “We have no king but the emperor.” 16 Then he handed 
him over to them to be crucified. 
 

(The sixth candle is extinguished) 
 
Music                                            “Behold the Holy Lamb of God”        Words by Tom Colvin 
                                                                      St. Paul Choir                               Music by Joel Raney 
                                                                 Sherry Kline, Piano 

Behold the holy Lamb of God.  Jesu, the one who lifts for us a heavy load.   
Holy, Lamb of God, raised high on the cross to bear for us the pain, the pain and loss.   

In silent grief and dignity he takes the cross and walks that road to set us free.  
 Holy, Lamb of God, raised high on the cross to bear for us the pain, the pain and loss.  
 And there outside the city wall, high on the cross, they nail the one who saves us all.   
Holy, Lamb of God, raised high on the cross to bear for us the pain, the pain and loss.   

But listen to his heartfelt cry, “My God, my God, will you leave me here to die?”  
Jesu, while dying on that tree, forgives our folly and our sins and sets us free.  

 Holy, Lamb of God, raised high on the cross to bear for us the pain, the pain and loss. 
 

 ✢   The Trial of the Cross (John 19:23-30)   ✢ 

 
23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into 
four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, 
woven in one piece from the top. 24 So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but 
cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says, 



 

 
“They divided my clothes among themselves, 

and for my clothing they cast lots.” 

25 And that is what the soldiers did. 
 
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, 
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the 
disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is  
your son.” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour 
the disciple took her into his own home. 
 
After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the 
scripture), “I thirst.” 29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge 
full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus had 
received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his 
spirit. 
 

Sermon – Rev. Robert J. Myallis 
 

(The Light of Christ is walked out of the Sanctuary) 
 

Solo                             “Were You There?”                                    Donna Boland 
 

     
 

After the solo, please stand and remain standing until the end of the service.  

  

In silence we listen to the 33 tolls, one for each year of Jesus’ life.   

 

There is no benediction this evening.  The Pastor will leave in silence and the 
congregation is invited to remain as long as you would like for prayer and 
meditation, after which you are asked to leave in silence. 

 
 



 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Easter Sunday 

  

8:15 am:  Worship - St. Paul Sanctuary 

               Prelude begins at 8:05 am 

 

 

9:30 am:  Easter Fellowship for all ages in the Social 

          Hall with coffee, food and activities.                                                                 

 

 

10:45 am: - Worship - St. Paul Sanctuary 

                    Prelude begins at 10:35 am 
 

 
 
 


