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BACKFPACRK BLESSING SUNDAY



Welcome to our guests and first-time

visitors! We are glad you are here and

25\ pray you experience God’s presence in
LY worship today. Please take a moment to

fill out a Welcome envelope available in

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH the pews and place it in the giving box.
ROOTED AND GROWING Large print bulletins are available.

Blessings to you and we hope you join us
August 23, 2026 8:15 am again.
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An * indicates to please stand if you are able.
Bold print indicates congregational responses.

WELCOME

PRELUDE “Seek Ye First and Awesome God” St. Paul Youth

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
We worship in the name in which we baptize, in the name of the Father, + the Son and
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

(Pause for reflection)

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Forgiveness declared



*GATHERING HYMN

“I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy, Joy”
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I I've got the joy, joy, joy. joy.
2 I've got the peace that pass - es un - der - stand - ing,
3 I've got the love of Je - sus, love of Je - sus,
N
. — I n d ud > { r—F g N
[ Fan) 1) | N | 1) | el = |74 | &
3 7 | r | 1] L d ? |74 bl
S g v 2 4 ‘
down in my heart, down in my heart, down 1in my heart;
down in  my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart;
down in  my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart;
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I've got the joy, Jjoy, Joy, Jjoy,
I've got the peace that pass - es un - der - stand - ing,
I've got the love of Je - sus, love of Je - sus,
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down in my heart, down in my heart to stay.
down in my heart, down in my heart to stay.
down in my heart, down in my heart to stay.

*APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all. And also with you.




*KYRIE

0 : ; ;
7 A | y I { | I ! f
| | . | I | I I
o)
’y) I : S (o)
A Ky-1 - e e - le - 1i-son Lord, have mer - cy.
Lord. . « : « have mer - cy:
0 . i
A +—1 T i I i e — i I { i
oy e—)—F o ¢ £ = —
o . r ©
@A Chri - st e - le - 1-son Christ, have mer - cy.
Christ, . . . . have mer -  cy:
e : rE—
fyo—J o1 = | I I
1 |7 A4 /) /) =
9) f N ™ O
A Ky-rn-e e - le - i-son: Lord, have mer - cy.
Lord; ...« « . have mer - cy:
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glo - ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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in the glo- ry of God the

Fa- ther,

men.

Continued
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life.
Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly
minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

READING Romans 12:1-8
In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing
lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are
transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of
service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ.

The reading is found on page 211 in the New Testament of the pew Bibles.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 138

'l give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods | sing your praise;

2| bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your
steadfast love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted your name and your word
above everything.

30n the day | called, you answered me; you increased my strength of soul.

4 All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, for they have heard the words of
your mouth.

>They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord.

¢ For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly, but the haughty he perceives
from far away.



7Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my
enemies; you stretch out your hand, and your right hand delivers me.

8 The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever.
Do not forsake the work of your hands.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL Matthew 16:13-20

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the
Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will
overcome the very gates of Hades.

The reading is found on page 26 in the New Testament of the pew Bibles.

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE with the BACKPACK BLESSING Deacon Emily Myallis

SERMON Rev. Robert J. Myallis



*HYMN OF THE DAY

This little light of mine

I'm gonna let it shine

This little light of mine

I'm gonna let it shine

This little light of mine

I'm gonna let it shine

Let it shine let it shine let it shine

Hide it under a bushel no!

I'm gonna let it shine

Hide it under a bushel no!

I'm gonna let it shine

Hide it under a bushel no!

I'm gonna let it shine

Let it shine let it shine let it shine

Don't let anything blow it out
I'm gonna let it shine

Don't let anything blow it out
I'm gonna let it shine

Don't let anything blow it out
I'm gonna let it shine

Let it shine let it shine let it shine

“This Little Light of Mine”

Let it shine till Jesus comes

I'm gonna let it shine

Let it shine till Jesus comes

I'm gonna let it shine

Let it shine till Jesus comes

I'm gonna let it shine

Let it shine let it shine let it shine

This little light of mine

We’re gonna let it shine

This little light of mine

We’re gonna let it shine

This little light of mine

We’re gonna let it shine

Let it shine let it shine let it shine



*THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*The word “catholic” in the creed means universal or world-wide. If you have any questions, the pastoral

staff are happy to discuss.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION RESPONSE
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, Lord, send your Spir-it in this place;
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

| 1N

O

*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Scan the QR Code to
ANNOUNCEMENTS e Read the Weekly Announcements
i e Give electronically
e Introduce yourself to us
Hard copies of the Weekly Announcements
can be found in the Narthex. Weekly news can also be
found on our website: stpaullititz.net
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http://stpaullititz.net/

*OFFERING SONG

“Let the Vineyards Be

Fruitful”
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Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

*OFFERING PRAYER

God of all goodness and grace,
receive the gifts we offer, and grant that our whole life may give you glory and

praise, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

... We praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed... ...Do this in remembrance of me.
For as often as we do this, we proclaim the great mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

*LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

12



COMMUNION

All baptized Christians who recognize the Lord’s forgiveness and presence in Holy Communion are invited to
receive the bread and wine. During the distribution, you are invited to come forward as directed by the
ushers. Take a cup from the trays, and kneel or stand at the altar railing to receive the Bread and Wine. The
first chalice is wine and the second chalice is grape juice. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. Those
who do not commune may come to the altar for a blessing, indicating so by crossing your arms. As the
ministers give the bread and cup to you, they say these words: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood
of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

If you are interested in being baptized or learning more about Baptism and Holy Communion please contact
the pastoral staff at St. Paul. Those that would like to receive prayer, please remain at the altar.

COMMUNION MUSIC “Jesus Loves Me”

Jesus loves me! he who died
heaven's gates to open wide;

he will wash away my sin,

let his little child come in. Refrain

Jesus loves me! this | know,

for the Bible tells me so;

little ones to him belong,

they are weak, but he is strong.

Jesus loves me! he will stay

close beside me all the way;

when at last | come to die,

he will take me home on high. Refrain

Refrain

Yes, Jesus loves me,
Yes, Jesus loves me,
Yes, Jesus loves me,
the Bible tells me so.

“Jesus Loves the Little Children”

Jesus loves the little children,

all the children of the world.

Red, brown, yellow, black and white,
They are precious in His sight.

Jesus loves the little children of the world.

Jesus died for all the little children,

all the children of the world.

Red, brown, yellow, black and white,
They are precious in His sight.

Jesus loves the little children of the world.

*BLESSING
13

Jesus rose for all the little children,
all the children of the world.

Red, brown, yellow, black and white,
They are precious in His sight.

Jesus loves the little children of the
world.



*SENDING HYMN “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins  for - giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, | am with you, you are my Own.
Here you learned how much 1 love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er I have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.’
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”
*SENDING Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE “Lord, | Want to Be a Christian” Gregg Sewell

WOV Setting 5, Bread of Life, Augsburg Fortress 2018. ELW Hymns and Liturgy text and music. Reprinted by permission under
Liturgies license #SAS003161. Song Lyrics reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-733017 and CCLI license #2602486.

We thank the St. Paul Youth for their music leadership this morning.
The Altar Flowers are given in honor of Peter and Jane Brye’s 50" Wedding

Anniversary and Jeanette Kauffman Hershey’s 100" Birthday from the Kauffman and
Brye Families.

The Communion Bread is given to the glory of God by Tami Ruckel.
14
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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church!
We are glad you’re here and pray you
25\ experience God’s presence in worship
M Bad today. For those visiting, please fill out
the visitor sign in sheet located on the
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH picnic table with the bulletins and
ROOTED AND GROWING announcements. Blessings to you and

we hope you join us again.

&»

August 23,2026 10:00 am
An * indicates to please stand if you are able.
Bold print indicates congregational responses.

WELCOME
CENTERING MUSIC “Seek Ye First and Awesome God” St. Paul Youth

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
We worship in the name in which we baptize, in the name of the Father, + the Son and
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

(Pause for reflection)

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Forgiveness declared



*GATHERING SONG “I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy, Joy”
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down in my heart, down in my heart to stay.
down in my heart, down in my heart to stay.
down in my heart, down in my heart to stay.

*APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all. And also with you.



*KYRIE

Verses 1 and 2
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life.
Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly
minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

READING Romans 12:1-8

| appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your

spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good
and acceptable and perfect.

3 For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of yourself
more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according
to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many
members, and not all the members have the same function, >so we, who are many, are
one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. ® We have gifts
that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to

faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; & the exhorter, in exhortation;
the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 138

'I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods | sing your praise;

2| bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your
steadfast love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted your name and your word
above everything.

30n the day | called, you answered me; you increased my strength of soul.

4 All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, for they have heard the words of
your mouth.

>They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord.

¢ For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly, but the haughty he perceives
from far away.

7Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my
enemies; you stretch out your hand, and your right hand delivers me.

8 The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever.
Do not forsake the work of your hands.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Sing 2 times)
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*GOSPEL Matthew 16: 13-20

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

3 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”” '* And they said, “Some say John the
Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” > He said
to them, “But who do you say that | am?” ' Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 7 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you,
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Fatherin
heaven. ® And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not prevail against it. | will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 2° Then he sternly ordered the disciples not
to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE with the BACKPACK BLESSING Deacon Emily Myallis

SERMON Rev. Robert J. Myallis



*HYMN OF THE DAY

This little light of mine

I'm gonna let it shine

This little light of mine

I'm gonna let it shine

This little light of mine

I'm gonna let it shine

Let it shine let it shine let it shine

Hide it under a bushel no!

I'm gonna let it shine

Hide it under a bushel no!

I'm gonna let it shine

Hide it under a bushel no!

I'm gonna let it shine

Let it shine let it shine let it shine

Don't let anything blow it out
I'm gonna let it shine

Don't let anything blow it out
I'm gonna let it shine

Don't let anything blow it out
I'm gonna let it shine

Let it shine let it shine let it shine

“This Little Light of Mine”

Let it shine till Jesus comes

I'm gonna let it shine

Let it shine till Jesus comes

I'm gonna let it shine

Let it shine till Jesus comes

I'm gonna let it shine

Let it shine let it shine let it shine

This little light of mine

We’re gonna let it shine

This little light of mine

We’re gonna let it shine

This little light of mine

We’re gonna let it shine

Let it shine let it shine let it shine



*THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.
*The word “catholic” in the creed means universal or world-wide. If you have any questions, the pastoral
staff are happy to discuss.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION RESPONSE
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.
*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Scan the QR Code to
ANNOUNCEMENTS e Read the Weekly Announcements
e Give electronically
e Introduce yourself to us
Hard copies of the Weekly Announcements
can be found in the Narthex. Weekly news can also be
found on our website: stpaullititz.net

WELCOME


http://stpaullititz.net/

*OFFERING SONG

“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
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Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

*OFFERING PRAYER

God of all goodness and grace,

receive the gifts we offer, and grant that our whole life may give you glory and
praise, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
... We praise your name and join their unending hymn:



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed... ...Do this in remembrance of me.
For as often as we do this, we proclaim the great mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

*LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

10



LAMB OF GOD

0 ;
e e Se=——=—=C=——C————=C
J = = & & J €
Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
0 y
) A f N M | N f N {
7\ l-va 1 1 2 1 1 I | | 1 1 | o |
G e = = ==Lt ——
us Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have
9] ,
) A f y y | | 4
e e e '
mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
n } }
) A I | f y | : f
i —— R S e S i — — I
U s ESse e
sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
COMMUNION

All baptized Christians who recognize the Lord’s forgiveness and presence in Holy Communion are invited to
receive the bread and wine. During the distribution, you are invited to come forward as directed by the
ushers. Take a cup from the trays, and kneel or stand at the altar railing to receive the Bread and Wine. The
first chalice is wine and the second chalice is grape juice. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. Those
who do not commune may come to the altar for a blessing, indicating so by crossing your arms. As the
ministers give the bread and cup to you, they say these words: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood

of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

If you are interested in being baptized or learning more about Baptism and Holy Communion please contact

the pastoral staff at St. Paul. Those that would like to receive prayer, please remain at the altar.
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COMMUNION MUSIC “Jesus Loves Me”

e m—— i — — f |
i I 1
—
1 Je-sus loves me! this 1 know, for the Bi - ble tells me so;
2 Je-sus loves me! he who died heav - en’s gates to 0 - pen wide;

3 Je-sus loves me! he will stay close be - side me all the way;
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“Jesus Loves the Little Children”

Jesus loves the little children,
all the children of the world.
Red, brown, yellow, black and white,
They are precious in His sight.
Jesus loves the little children of the world.

Jesus died for all the little children,
all the children of the world.
Red, brown, yellow, black and white,
They are precious in His sight.
Jesus loves the little children of the world.

Jesus rose for all the little children,
all the children of the world.
Red, brown, yellow, black and white,
They are precious in His sight.
Jesus loves the little children of the world.

*BLESSING
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*SENDING HYMN “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”
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1 “Go, my chil -dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil -dren, sins  for- giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, | am with you, you are my own.
Here you learned how much 1 love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In  my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er I have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”
*SENDING Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.

ELW Setting 8(Kyrie) and WOV Setting 5, Bread of Life, Augsburg Fortress 2018. ELW Hymns and Liturgy text and music. Reprinted by
permission under Liturgies license #SAS003161. Song Lyrics reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-733017 and CCLI license
#2602486.

We thank the St. Paul Youth for their music leadership this morning.
The Altar Flowers are given in honor of Peter and Jane Brye’s 50" Wedding
Anniversary and Jeanette Kauffman Hershey’s 100" Birthday from the Kauffman and

Brye Families.

The Communion Bread is given to the glory of God by Tami Ruckel.
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