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John 14:21

Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves

me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too

will love them and show myself to them.
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PROVERBS 22:6

Train up a child in the way he
should go, and when he is old
he will not depart from it.

Director’s Corner
Meet Your Family Ministries Director

I'm so honored to be serving as
your Family Ministries Director. My
love for God has shaped my entire
life, and it's what led me here. I
believe He gives each of us gifts to
use for His purposes, and using
mine to serve Him, and to serve
your families, is a privilege I am
truly grateful for.

Family Ministries exists to train up
our children and youth in the way
they should go, so that they grow
up rooted in the Lord and don't
depart from Him. accomplishing
this will take more than one
person, or even one family. It takes
a village, teachers, mentors,
volunteers, and the whole church
family, all showing up for our kids
and pouring into their lives. 

I want to personally invite you to be
part of what we're building here at
Charity UMC Family Ministry.
Whether that means volunteering in
a classroom, helping with an event,
praying over our children, or just
getting more involved in what your
own kids are learning, there's a
place for you!

Thank you for welcoming me into
this role and the opportunity to be
part of this church family. I'm
looking forward to what God has in
store for our kids this year, and I'm
grateful to be walking it out
alongside you!

- -
W IT H  K I N D N E S S ,

FAM I LY  M I N I S T R I E S  DI R E C TOR

 REBECCA  R ICHARD SON



HighlightsFamily Ministries

BACK-TO-SCHOOLBACK-TO-SCHOOL  BACK-TO-SCHOOL SUNDAY 

T h i s  y e a r  w e  p a r t n e r e d  w i t h

C r e e d s  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  t o

h e l p  k i d s  s t a r t  t h e  y e a r  o f f

s t r o n g !  W e  c o l l e c t e d  t h e

f o l l o w i n g  i t e m s   t o  b l e s s  t h e i r

c l a s s r o o m s :  

CREEDS 
ElementaryElementary  Elementary 

Night ofNight of

WORSHIPwORSHIP

Hand sanitizer

Clorox wipes 

Liquid soap 

Paper towels 

Tissues

Gallon Ziploc bags

Dry erase markers

During service,

we prayed over

our students and

their school

supplies!

O u r  y o u t h  a n d  f a m i l i e s

c a m e  t o g e t h e r  f o r  a

d e d i c a t e d  N i g h t  o f

W o r s h i p ,  a  s p e c i a l  e v e n i n g

s e t  a s i d e  t o  e n c o u n t e r

G o d  t h r o u g h  m u s i c ,

p r a y e r ,  a n d  w o r s h i p .  I t

w a s  a  p o w e r f u l  t i m e  o f

c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  s p i r i t -

f i l l e d  p r a i s e ,  a n d  w e ' r e

g r a t e f u l  f o r  e v e r y o n e  w h o

j o i n e d  u s .



VISION NIGHT  | WED | 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM                            9

1 6 2 3 3 0
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upcoming events
September

Youth Families

Youth (6th–12th grade)

Kids (3 yrs–5th grade)

Kick off a new year of Wednesday Night Youth. We'll walk through what's ahead,

sign up new students, and share how you can get involved as a volunteer!

WED
NIGHT
YOUTH
6:30 PM -8 PM                                       

WED
NIGHT
YOUTH
6:30 PM -8 PM                                       

WED
NIGHT
YOUTH
6:30 PM -8 PM                   

Departure from
church at 5:50 pm

 FUN & FAITH | WED | 6:15 PM - 7:30 PM                                 

A fun-filled evening exploring John 14:21 and what it really means to show

our love for Jesus through our actions, not just our words!

J o i n  u s  f o r

d e v o t i o n ,

d i s c u s s i o n ,  a n d

f u n  a c t i v i t i e s

t o g e t h e r .

J o i n  u s  f o r

d e v o t i o n ,

d i s c u s s i o n ,  a n d

f u n  a c t i v i t i e s

t o g e t h e r .



JOHN 14:21

Whoever has my commands and
keeps them is the one who loves me.
The one who loves me will be loved
by my Father, and I too will love
them and show myself to them.

T h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  p e o p l e  i n
y o u r  f a m i l y .  H o w  d o  y o u  k n o w
t h e y  l o v e  y o u ?  E v e r y  f a m i l y
h a s  i t s  o w n  w a y  o f  s a y i n g  " I
l o v e  y o u . "  M a y b e  i t ' s  a  h u g  a t
b e d t i m e ,  a  f a v o r i t e  m e a l
m a d e  j u s t  f o r  y o u ,  s o m e o n e
s h o w i n g  u p  t o  c h e e r  y o u  o n .
L o v e  i s n ' t  j u s t  w o r d s .  I t ' s
s o m e t h i n g  w e  s e e  a n d  f e e l  i n
w h a t  p e o p l e  d o .

J e s u s  t e l l s  u s  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g
i s  t r u e  a b o u t  l o v i n g  H i m .

A s  G o d ' s  f a m i l y ,  w e ' r e  c a l l e d  t o
d e m o n s t r a t e  o u r  l o v e  f o r  H i m ,
n o t  j u s t  p r o f e s s  i t .  H e ' s  a s k i n g
f o r  a  r e s p o n s e  l i v e d  o u t  i n  t h e
o r d i n a r y  r h y t h m s  o f  d a i l y  l i f e ,
b e c a u s e  l o v e  f o r  J e s u s  i s
m e a n t  t o  b e  l i v e d .

S o  w h a t  d o e s  t h a t  l o o k  l i k e  f o r
y o u r  f a m i l y  t h i s  m o n t h ?
S c r i p t u r e  g i v e s  u s  a  f e w  s i m p l e
s t a r t i n g  p o i n t s  w e  c a n  p r a c t i c e
t o g e t h e r .

JESUS!JESUS!  JESUS! I Love Faith at home
S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 6

This month, our focus

is loving Jesus. Not

just believing in Him,

but living it out in the

ordinary moments of

everyday life.

L O V E  O N E  A N O T H E R  

( J O H N  1 3 : 3 4 - 3 5 )

M A K E  T I M E  F O R  G O D  

( L U K E  4 : 8 )

T E L L  O T H E R S  A B O U T  G O D  

(M AT T H E W  2 8 : 1 9 - 2 0 )

P R AY  

(C O L O S S I A N S  4 : 2 )

R E A D  H I S  W O R D  

( J O S H U A  1 : 8 )

F O R G I V E  

(C O L O S S I A N S  3 : 1 3 )



DEVOTION IN ACTION!

Set aside a little time to read through some of
the verses above. Pick a few each week as
your family's focus. This can include, but is not
limited to; love, worship, sharing your faith,
prayer, reading God's Word, or forgiveness,
and make it your goal to live it out every day
that week. 

Check in together daily and let each person share one way
they showed their love for Jesus, big or small. By the end of
the month, your family will have practiced at least six ways of
loving Jesus, together. More than that, you'll be building habits
that carry beyond this month, small, everyday practices that
weave God into your normal routines. That's what a daily walk
with Jesus really looks like!

JESUS!JESUS!  JESUS! I Love Faith at home
S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 6

Kids cornerFor kids

Pages Pages 
COLORING COLORING 

Pages Pages 
ACTIVITY ACTIVITY 



Faith at home

parents corner
For Parents

ISAIAH 40:31

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles;
they will run and not grow weary, they will walk
and not be faint.

Lord, 

Back-to-school season brings early mornings, new schedules,
homework, and a quiet worry underneath about our kids. Give
our parents and guardians strength on the tired days and
patience on the hard ones. Renew them the way You promise
to renew those who hope in You, so even on the days that feel
too long, they can keep going without growing weary. Remind
them You are walking this season with them. Encourage their
hearts and steady their homes. 

Amen.

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 6

A Prayer of Encouragement

Charity UMC Family Ministries wants you to know that we’re praying for you,

too. Parenting isn’t easy, and you don’t have to navigate it alone. We’re here

to support, encourage, and pray for you every step of the way.



Faith at home

Family challenge
September

BLESS A TEACHER

This September, as a family, choose one teacher,
school staff member, or coach in your life to bless.
Write a note of encouragement, put together a small
treat or supply bag, or simply say thank you in person.
It's a small act, but it's a real way to live out this
month's theme, showing love for Jesus by showing
love to others.

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 6

MEMORY VERSE: JOHN 14:21

Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the
one who loves me. The one who loves me will be
loved by my Father, and I too will love them and
show myself to them.

Work on memorizing this verse together as a family
throughout the month. Say it at breakfast, in the car,
or before bed until everyone has it down.



SpotlightFamily Ministries

T h i s  m o n t h  w e ' r e  c e l e b r a t i n g  B r a n d e n !

O n e  S u n d a y  w h e n  y o u t h  S u n d a y  s c h o o l

w a s n ' t  m e e t i n g ,  B r a n d e n  d i d n ' t  l e t  t h a t

s t o p  h i m .  H e  s t i l l  s h o w e d  u p  t o  c h u r c h

r e a d y  t o  l e a r n ,  a n d  e n d e d  u p  a t t e n d i n g

t h e  a d u l t  S u n d a y  s c h o o l  c l a s s .  T h a t ' s

d i s c i p l e s h i p  i n  a c t i o n .  B r a n d e n ' s

h u n g e r  t o  g r o w  i n  h i s  f a i t h  a n d  h i s  z e a l

f o r  G o d  i s  a  r e m i n d e r  t o  a l l  o f  u s  o f

h o w  o n  f i r e  w e  s h o u l d  b e  f o r  t h e  L o r d .

W a y  t o  g o ,  B r a n d e n !

YYOOUUTTHH  SSPPOOTTLLIIGGHHTTYOUTH SPOTLIGHT

S t o c k  D i n s m o r e S a r a h  W y d n e rB r i a n  P i n a r d i

A  h u g e  t h a n k  y o u  t o  o u r  N i g h t  o f  W o r s h i p  Te a m ,  S t o c k

D i n s m o r e ,  B r i a n  P i n a r d i ,  a n d  S a r a h  W y d n e r ,  f o r  l e a d i n g

u s  i n  s u c h  a  m e a n i n g f u l  n i g h t  o f  m u s i c ,  p r a y e r ,  a n d

w o r s h i p !  T h e y  g u i d e d  o u r  y o u t h  a n d  f a m i l i e s  a s  w e

s o u g h t  G o d  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e d  H i s  p r e s e n c e  t o g e t h e r .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s e r v i n g  s o  f a i t h f u l l y !

B r a n d e n

VVOOLLUUNNTTEEEERR  SSPPOOTTLLIIGGHHTTVOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT



Monthly news & resourcesFamily Ministries

GreatestGreatestGreatestGreatestGreatest
HeroHeroHeroHero

TheTheTheTheThe

NEXT MONTH: OCTOBER

RESOURCE: BETTER TOGETHER TV

Better Together is TBN’s daily show
featuring honest conversations about
faith, family, relationships, and real life.
While it’s created with women in mind,
moms and dads alike can find
encouragement and practical wisdom for
navigating family life together. 

www.youtube.com
/@BetterTogetherTV

PRAYER FOCUS
Pray with us for students,
teachers, and staff at Creeds
Elementary and other local
schools as the new school
year begins. Pray also for
Wednesday Night Youth and
Fun & Faith as they begin a
new season, especially for
students attending for the first
time and for the volunteers
and leaders serving them.

MINISTRY WINS
New Family Ministries
Director off to a strong start!

Our kids kicked off the
school year with prayer,
blessings, and celebration!

Here’s what’s coming next!

Many superheroes have special
powers, but only one Hero defeated sin

and death forever!

https://www.youtube.com/@BetterTogetherTV
https://www.youtube.com/@BetterTogetherTV
https://www.youtube.com/@BetterTogetherTV


Lead Volunteer
leads the event and the
lesson. Leads devotion,
Bible lesson, discussion,
or activities; preps
classrooms and supplies;
welcomes families;
supports the team. 

Time commitment: 
at least 1x per month

Supporting Volunteer
builds relationships and
assists the lead.
Welcomes kids, engages
them in conversation and
activities, helps with setup,
cleanup, and check-in. 

Time commitment: 
at least 2x per month

connect cornerFamily Ministries

SERVE WITH US

READY TO SERVE? SCAN THE
QR CODE TO FILL OUT THE

VOLUNTEER INTEREST FORM.

FEEDBACK OR SUGGESTIONS?

Charity United Methodist
4080 Charity Neck Rd, 
Virginia Beach, VA 23457

(757) 426-7296

family@charityumc.org

charitychurchvb.com

facebook.com/charityumc

@charitychurchvb

contact us:

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/ZF2x1rrhK5

https://charitychurchvb.com/
https://www.facebook.com/charityumc
http://instagram.com/charitychurchvb/
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/ZF2x1rrhK5
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