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Sunday Worship	 August 30, 2026

Prelude    	 Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing	 Faye López

Welcome	 Lucas Mooibroek 
	 Assistant Pastor of Adult Ministries

Silent meditation   

“As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions.  
One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 
Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains 
pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him.” 	 Romans 14:1-3

Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol has no real 
existence,” and that “there is no God but one.” … Food will not commend us to God. We 
are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take care that this right 
of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.    1 Corinthians 8:4, 8-9

	 G O D  C A L L S  U S  T O  W O R S H I P

Call to Worship  	 1 Chronicles 16:28–30	 Elder David de Jong 

Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples,
    ascribe to the Lord glory and strength!
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;
    bring an offering and come before him!
Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness;
    tremble before him, all the earth;
    yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved.

	

* Please rise in body and/or in spirit.



* Father Let your Kingdom Come



* Invocation  

G O D  C A L L S  U S  T O  R E N E W A L

Call to Confession  		  Luke 18:10-13

“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  
The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 
men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; 
I give tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up 
his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’

Prayer of confession 	 followed by a time of silent confession

Declaration of forgiveness		  Hebrews 10:11-18

And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, 
which can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, waiting from that time until his enemies 
should be made a footstool for his feet. For by a single offering he has perfected for all 
time those who are being sanctified.

And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,

 “This is the covenant that I will make with them
after those days, declares the Lord:
I will put my laws on their hearts,
and write them on their minds,”

then he adds, 

“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”

 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.

 
 
9:00 service	� On the final verse of the song, 4- to 5-year-olds are dismissed to the foyer  

for Christ Kids Worship and will return following the sermon.
11:00 service	 Church bags for 4- to 5-year-olds are available in the foyer.



* The Church’s One Foundation    

 



G O D ’ S  W O R D  G I V E N  T O  U S

* Scripture reading    		  Acts 15:12-35

12 And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to 
Barnabas and Paul as they related what signs and won-
ders God had done through them among the Gentiles.  
13 After they finished speaking, James replied, “Brothers, 
listen to me. 14 Simeon has related how God first visited 
the Gentiles, to take from them a people for his name.  
15 And with this the words of the prophets agree, just  
as it is written,

16 “‘After this I will return,
and I will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen;
I will rebuild its ruins,
     and I will restore it,
17 that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord,
    and all the Gentiles who are called by my name,
    says the Lord, who makes these things 18 known   
    from of old.’

19 Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble 
those of the Gentiles who turn to God, 20 but should 
write to them to abstain from the things polluted by 
idols, and from sexual immorality, and from what has 
been strangled, and from blood. 21 For from ancient gen-
erations Moses has had in every city those who proclaim 
him, for he is read every Sabbath in the synagogues.”

22 Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, 
with the whole church, to choose men from among 
them and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. 
They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading 

men among the brothers, 23 with the following letter: 
“The brothers, both the apostles and the elders, to the 
brothers who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria 
and Cilicia, greetings. 24 Since we have heard that some 
persons have gone out from us and troubled you with 
words, unsettling your minds, although we gave them 
no instructions, 25 it has seemed good to us, having 
come to one accord, to choose men and send them to 
you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who 
have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 27 We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who 
themselves will tell you the same things by word of 
mouth. 28 For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit 
and to us to lay on you no greater burden than these 
requirements: 29 that you abstain from what has been 
sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has 
been strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep 
yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell.”

30 So when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch, 
and having gathered the congregation together, they 
delivered the letter. 31 And when they had read it, they 
rejoiced because of its encouragement. 32 And Judas and 
Silas, who were themselves prophets, encouraged and 
strengthened the brothers with many words. 33 And after 
they had spent some time, they were sent off in peace 
by the brothers to those who had sent them. 35 But 
Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching and 
preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also.

 
Elder: The Word of the Lord

All: Thanks be to God!

 
* Prayer



Sermon     Hard on Truth. Soft on Love.	 Pastor Andrew VanderMaas

Main Things are Plain Things

It Takes Work to Maintain Community

Unity for the Sake of Growth

         Further discussion/questions?   andrewvandermaas@christchurchgr.org 
Sermons are available online at www.christchurchgr.org



D E D I C A T I N G  O U R S E L V E S  T O  G O D

* In Christ Alone



Living out our faith    announcements about the life of the church

Prayers of the People                               	

	
During the offertory please pass the red friendship pads found at the end of the rows. 

Give online at christchurchgr.org or by texting (888) 793-1604



Offertory	 Blessed be the Tie	 Sara Groves

    	� Before our Father’s throne 
We pour out ardent prayer 
Our fears and hopes are one 
Our comforts and our cares

Blessed be the tie that binds our hearts 
In Christian love

We share each other’s woes 
Our common burdens bear 
And often for each other 
A sympathizing tear

Blessed be the tie that binds our hearts 
In Christian love

Oh a kindred heart! 
It’s like heaven above 
It’s like heaven

Blessed be the tie that binds our hearts 
In Christian love.

* Doxology   		  Trinity Hymnal 731	  
	  

* Benediction

Kids and All: You are invited to come forward and wave the flags as we sing our closing Amen song.



* Let the Church Say Amen

* Postlude   		

Prayer Partners are available to pray with you right now. Come to the area by the organ with anything  
on your heart: praise, fears, questions, thanksgiving. We’ll sit down and pray together.

 

	

Worship musician 
Tricia Baugus, piano
Betsy Bray, song leader
Keren Bray, song leader
Mark Lundell, bass
John Bratt, drums




