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Sunday Worship August 24, 2025

Prelude O Worship the King; Praise My Soul the King of Heaven arr. Lani Smith

Welcome & Announcements

Silent Meditation

In my view it is important that we do not read Psalm 145 simply as an exhortation to
praise God or even an exhortation supported by wonderful grounds. For the exhortations
of Scripture are always rooted in the grace of God and ultimately in Christ. The New
Testament indicates that Jesus Christ is our song leader and that all our praise is offered
only in and through him (e.g., Heb. 13:15). In Christ we may respond, by his Spirit, with a
relaxed gladness, knowing that this praise does not finally rest on our initiative. Without
this Christological orientation, the exhortation to give a praise that is unreserved,
unbroken, and unending will be a burden none of us can bear.  ~ Christopher Ash

Psalm 145 is a defiant song of praise in a world ridden by self-seeking
and self-sufficiency. ~ Michael Wilcock

* Please rise in body and/or in spirit.



Call to Worship

*Greatis the Lord

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP

Psalm 148:1-2

Praise the LORD!

Praise the LorD from the heavens;
praise him in the heights!

Praise him, all his angels;

praise him, all his hosts!

congregation

Greatis the Lord

He is holy and just

By His power we trust in His love
Greatis the Lord

He is faithful and true

By His mercy He proves He is love

Deborah D and Michael W. Smith

Great is the Lord

And worthy of glory
Great is the Lord

And worthy of praise
Great is the Lord
Now lift up your voice
Now lift up Your voice
Great is the Lord
Great is the Lord

*How Great is Our God
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*Invocation



GOD CALLS US TO RENEWAL

Call to Confession Psalm 1:1

Blessed is the man

who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
nor stands in the way of sinners,

nor sits in the seat of scoffers ...

Prayer of Confession followed by a time of silent confession

Declaration of Forgiveness Hebrews 2:10-12

For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons
to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. For he
who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not
ashamed to call them brothers, saying, “I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the
midst of the congregation | will sing your praise.”

*All Creatures of Our God & King Trinity Hymnal 115



GOD’S WORD GIVEN TO US

*Scripture reading Psalm 145

! will extol you, my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
2 Every day | will bless you
and praise your name forever and ever.
® Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised,

and his greatness is unsearchable.

* One generation shall commend your works to another,
and shall declare your mighty acts.

>0On the glorious splendor of your majesty,
and on your wondrous works, | will meditate.

¢ They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds,
and | will declare your greatness.

"They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness

and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.

8 The Lorb is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
®The LoRbD is good to all,

and his mercy is over all that he has made.

10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lorop,
and all your saints shall bless you!
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom
and tell of your power,
12 to make known to the children of man your mighty deeds,

and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.



3 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,

and your dominion endures throughout all generations.

[The Lorb is faithful in all his words
and kind in all his works.]
*The Lorp upholds all who are falling
and raises up all who are bowed down.
* The eyes of all look to you,
and you give them their food in due season.
6 You open your hand;
you satisfy the desire of every living thing.
" The Lorbp is righteous in all his ways
and kind in all his works.
8 The LoRrbD is near to all who call on him,
to all who call on him in truth.
¥ He fulfills the desire of those who fear him;
he also hears their cry and saves them.
2 The LoRrbD preserves all who love him,

but all the wicked he will destroy.

2 My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD,

and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever.

Elder: The Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God!

*Prayer



Sermon All Praise Pastor Andrew VanderMaas

Allness

Singularity

Singer

Further discussion/questions? andrewvandermaas@christchurchgr.org
Sermons are available online at www.christchurchgr.org



DEDICATING OURSELVES TO GOD

*O for a Thousand

text, Charles Wesley
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© 1994 James Ward Music CCLI 332344
Living out our faith announcements about the life of the church
Prayers of the People
Offertory The Love of God arr by Larry Shackley

The love of God is greater far than tongue or pen could ever tell;
It goes beyond the highest star, and reaches to the lowest hell;
The guilty pair, bowed down—with care, God gave His Son to win;
His erring child He reconciled, and pardoned from all sin.

0O love of God, how rich and pure—how measureless and strong!
It shall forevermore endure, the saints' and angels' song.

When years of time shall pass away,
And earthly thrones and kingdoms fall,
When those—who now refuse to pray—
Will then on hills and mountains call,
God's love so sure, shall still endure,
All measureless and strong;
Redeeming grace to Adam's race—

The saints' and angels' song.

Could we with ink the ocean fill, and were the skies of parchment made,
Were every stalk on earth a quill, and everyone a scribe by trade,

To write the love of God above, would drain the ocean dry.

Nor could the scroll contain the whole, though stretched from sky to sky.

0O love of God, how rich and pure—how measureless and strong!
It shall forevermore endure, the saints' and angels' song.
0O love of God, how rich and pure—how measureless and strong!
It shall forevermore endure, the saints' and angels' song.



* New Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav'nly host

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Amen, Amen

* Benediction

Kids and All: You are invited to come forward
and play rhythm instruments as we sing our closing Amen song.

*And All the People Said Amen!

And all the people said “Amen!”

Oh, and all the people said “Amen.”

Give thanks to the Lord for his love never ends.
And all the people said “Amen!”

* Postlude

Worship musicians

Tricia Baugus and Janelle Stutzman, piano
Claire Wiest and Vivian Stutzman, song leaders
John Bratt, drums, and Mark Lundell, bass





